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Abstract. Introduction. Following the death of the ruler Galdan Tseren in the mid-18th century, the
Dzungar Khanate was engulfed in a fierce struggle for the throne, which significantly exacerbated the
internal political situation. The contest for the title of Khong Tayiji between Galdan Tseren's heirs
and the Dzungar nobility destabilized the region, directly impacting political relations with
neighboring states, including the Kazakh Khanate. Initially staying out of the Dzungar internecine
conflicts, the Kazakh rulers, influenced by subsequent events, shifted their position, leading to a new
wave of armed clashes between the Kazakhs and the Dzungars. The significance of this research lies
in the need for an in-depth study of the complex processes and events in Kazakh history, as well as
in defining the role of Kazakh rulers and warriors in the consolidation and preservation of Kazakh
statehood. The political foresight of Kazakh leaders contributed to the expansion of their influence
and the extension of the territory of Kazakh nomadic lands. Goals and objectives. The objective of
this study is to analyze the dynamics of Kazakh-Dzungar relations, identify key events that influenced
their development, and examine the internal political situation in the Dzungar Khanate in the 1750s,
particularly the struggle for the title of Khong Tayiji between Lama Dorji, Dawaci, and Amursana.
The study also explores the involvement of Kazakh rulers in these events. The tasks include
investigating the historical context that led to Amursana's uprising, analyzing the interaction of
Kazakh militias with Dzungar forces, and studying the historical role of Abylai, who leveraged
internal Dzungar conflicts for his own interests. The research is based on archival materials from the
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Archive of Foreign Policy of the Russian Empire (AVPRI) and the State Historical Archive of the
Omsk Region (GIAOO). These sources provide valuable information on the diplomatic negotiations,
military campaigns, and political maneuvers associated with the struggle for power in the Dzungar
Khanate, as well as the participation of Kazakh rulers in these processes. The study employs
historical-analytical methods aimed at identifying causal relationships between internal political
events in Dzungaria and their impact on Kazakh-Dzungar relations. The use of the comparative-
historical method allowed for the reconstruction of the sequence of events and the identification of
key factors that determined the outcome of the conflict. Additionally, contextual analysis methods
were used to assess the role of key political figures in these processes. Results. The analysis of
archival documents revealed the main stages of Kazakh-Dzungar relations, established the causes and
consequences of conflicts among the Dzungars, and identified the positions of the opposing parties.
The study highlighted the key aspects of the power struggle in the Dzungar Khanate and analyzed the
role of Kazakh rulers, particularly Sultan Abylai, in these events. It was found that the active
intervention of Kazakh leaders significantly influenced the balance of power in the region, enabling
the Kazakh Khanate to strengthen its position. Conclusion. The uprising led by Amursana and the
involvement of Kazakh militias in the internecine struggle for the Dzungar throne during the 1750s
played a significant role in reshaping the geopolitical landscape of Central Asia. The actions of
Kazakh rulers, particularly Sultan Abylai, not only contributed to the weakening of the Dzungar
Khanate but also altered the fate of the Dzungars as a historical entity, determining their subsequent
trajectory in history. Kazakh intervention in these events led to a considerable strengthening of the
Kazakh Khanate, the expansion of its territorial domains, and the establishment of new diplomatic
relations with the Qing Empire.

Keywords: Amursana, Dzungars, Kazakhs, Khong Tayiji, Noyons, International Relations, Kazakh-
Dzungar Relations, Kazakh Khanate, Dzungar Khanate, Russian Empire, Qing Empire, Abylai, Lama
Dorji, Dawaci, Batyrs, Sultans
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Angatna. Kipicne: XVIII raceipaein oprackiana [amman L[PpIHHIH KaWThIC OOJybIHAH KEWiH
JXonrap XaHABIFBIH/IA TAK YIIIH KHSH-KECK] Kypec 0acTaIbIIl, iIIKi CasiCH KaFJaiIbl KypAeIeHIIpIi.
Iannan LppoHHiH Myparepiepi MeH KOHFap aKCYHeKTepiHiH apachIHIaFbl XyHTAWKbl TUTYIBI YIIIH
KYpec alMaKTaFrbl >KaFJaiJbl aluTapibIKTal TYpaKChI3MaHAbIPbIN, Ka3ak XaHABIFBI Ja KaMTBUIFAH
KOpIIieCc MEMJIEKETTEPMEH CasiCh KaTbIHACTapFa TIKeJeH ocep eTTi. bacTanmkpiaa >KOHFaPIIBIK 1K1
KaWKalJapAaH ChIPT KalFaH Kazak Owieymiiepl, KeWIHrT OKWFalapAblH bIKIAJIbIMEH, ©3
MTO3UIUSIIAPBIH ©3TePTTi, OYJT Ka3aKTap MEH YKOHFapJiap apachIHIAFbI KaHa KapyJibl KAKTHIFBICTapFa
okenni. Ochl 3epTTeyliH MaHbI3AbUIbIFEl Ka3akcTaH TapuxXbIHAAFbl KYpAEdl NpoLEecTep MeH
OKHUFaJlap/ibl TEPEH 3epTTey KaKeTTUIINIMEH, COHJai-aK Ka3ak Ouseyuiiepi MeH OaThIpiapbIHbIH
Ka3aK MEMJICKETTUIINH HBIFAUTYy KOHE CaKTay ICIHJIEr1 pejiH aHbIKTayMeH HerizaenreH. Kazak
OacIIbUIAPBIHBIH CasICH KOPETEH/IIT 0J1ap IbIH BIKITAIBIHBIH apTYbIHA J)KOHE Ka3aK )KalbLTBIMIAPBIHBIH
ayMarbIHBIH KEHEIOIHE BIKNAN eTTI. 3Jepmmeydiy makcamvl — Ka3aK-)KOHFAp KaTbIHACTapBIHBIH
JUHAMUKACBIH TaJlJIay, OJIAPABIH JaMyblHa oC€p €TKeH Heri3ri okufanapasl aHbikray, XVIII
racweIpabIH S0-KpuTIAapBIHAAFE JKOHFAp XaHIBIFBIHAAFHI 1K1 CasiCH JKaFdaiIbl, atam aiTkanaa Jlama
Hopxu, [laBanu xoHe AMypcaHa apachlHIaFbl XyHTa>Kbl TUTYJIBI YIIIH KYpPECTl Tajjay, COHIai-aK
OCBhl OKWFaJapFa KaszaK OWJICYHIUIepIHIH KATBICYbIH 3€pTTey. 3epTTey MIiHAeTTepl AMypcaHa
KOTEPUIICIHE aJIbIl KEJITEH TaApUXU KOHTEKCTTI 3€PTTEY, Ka3aK JKacaKTapbIHBIH KOHFap KYIITEPIMEH
e3apa OpEKEeTIH Tajjay, COHJal-aK >KOHFApJapIbIH IIIKI ajaybl3ABIKTapbIH 63 MYJIeciHe
naiananFad AOBIIANIBIH TAPUXU POITIH 3epTTeYAl KaMTHIBL. 3epmme)y Oepexkkosi: 3epTTey HeT131He
Peceit umnepusiceiubi, ChipTKbI cascat myparatbl (ABITPU) sxone OMOBI 0OJIBICTBIK MEMIICKETTIK
tapuxu myparaTelHbIH ([TMAOQ) MyparaTThIKk MaTepraiiapbl aasiHabl. by nepexkkesnep KoHrap
XaH/IBIFBIH/IAFBl OWJIIK YIIIH KYPECKE JKOHE OCHI MpoIlecTepre Kazak OuJieymIiiepiHiH KaThICybIHA
OaliaHBICTHl AUIUIOMATHUSUIBIK KEJIICCO3NIEp, 9CKEpPH HAyKaHAap KOHE CasiCh MaHEBpJIep Typalibl
MoJiMerTep Oepeni. 3epmmey adicmepi: Xympbicta YKOHFapHUsAarbl 1IIKI CasCH OKWFaliap MEH
oJIapJbIH Ka3aK-)KOHFAap KaThIHACTapblHA 3Cepl apachlHIAFbl ceOer-caiaapiblK OallmaHbICTapbl
aHbIKTayFa OarbITTAIFAaH TapUXH-aHATUTUKAJIBIK 3epTTEy 9icTepl KojaaaHbuiabl. CallbICThIpMalbl-
TapuX® OJICTI KOJAAHY OKUFalap TI30€riH KalmblHA KENTIpyre >KOHE KAKTHIFBICTBIH HOTHIKECIH
aHBIKTaFaH HET13T1 (haKTopiap/Ibl aHBIKTayFa MYMKiHAIK Oep1i. COHbIMEH KaTap, OChI TPOLIeCTePAeT
HEeri3ri casicu TYIFalap[bplH POJiH aHbIKTAay YIIH KOHTEKCTIK Tajjay oMicTepl KOJAAHBUIJBI.
Homuowcenep:  MyparaTThlK  KyKaTTaplbl —Tajjay HOTHXKECIHAE  Ka3aK-)KOHFap  KapbIM-
KAaTbIHACTAPBIHBIH HET13r1 Ke3eHIepl aHBIKTANJbl, >KOHFapiap apachblHAAaFbl KaKTBIFBICTapIIbIH
cebenTepi MEH caapbl aHBIKTANIbI, COHAM-aK Kapchliac TapanTapIblH MO3UIUsIapbl OeIrIeH 1.
3eprrey JKoHrap XaHIBIFBIHAAFBl OWIIK YIIIH KYPECTIH HEri3ri acleKTUIepiH >KOHE OChI
OKHUFaNlapJIarbl Ka3ak OWeylIiepiHil, aTan aiTKaHaa, AObUTai CYJITaHHBIH pelliH Tanaaasl. Kazak
OuneymiaepiHiy 6eJaceH/ Il apajacybl allMaKTarbl KYIITEp/liH Terne-TeHAIriHe aiTapiabIKTail acep eTir,
Kazak xaHIBIFBIHBIH ©3 MO3UIUSCHIH HBIFAUTYbIHA MYMKIHAIK O€preHi aHbIKTalabl. KopbimuvlHObL:
Awmypcana ketepinici xoHe XVIII raceipabiy 50-KbU1gapbIlHAaFsl )KOHFAp TaFblHA TallaCKaH IIIKi
KBIPKBICKA Ka3aK >KacCaKTapbIHBIH KaThICYbl OpTalbIK A3WsAIaFrbl Te0casiCH KaFIalablH e3repyiHe
eneyni biknan erti. Kazak OwneymiiiepiniH, ocipece AObUIall CYITaHHBIH opekerTepi, JKoHFap
XaHJIBIFBIHBIH QJICIpeyiHe FaHa eMec, KOHFapIap/IblH TAPUXU CyOBEKT PETIHIE TaFIbIPhIH O3TepTyre
Jie BIKIAJ €TTi, OJapJblH TapUXTaFrbl OOJIAlIaK KOJBIH aHBIKTAIbl. Ka3zakrapablH OChl OKHMFaIapra
apanacysl Ka3zak XaHIBIFBIHBIH TO3UIUSIIAPBIHBIH aWTapibIKTail KYIICIOIHE, OHBIH ayMaKTBIK
UENIKTepiHiH KeHeloiHe >koHe [lMH uMmnepuschIMeH »aHa TUIUIOMATHSUIBIK OalimaHbICTapbIH
OpHaybIHA OKEI/Ii.
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AnHoTanus. Beeoenue. Ilocne xonumnsl npasurens [anman [Ppana B cepenune XVIII Beka B
JUKYHrapcKOM XaHCTBE HayallaChb OXKeCTOUeHHas OopbOa 3a XaHCKUI NpPecTos, 3HAYUTEIHHO
ycyryOuBIIass BHYTPUIIOJUTHYECKYIO OOCTaHOBKY. boppba 3a TUTyn XyHTalIKU MEXAy
HacnenqHukamMu [anman  LPpoHa w®  mpencTtaBUTENsIMM  JDKYHTApCKOW  3HAaTH  3HAYMTEIBHO
JecTabuiIn3upoBasia TOJ0KEHHE B pPETHOHE, 4YTO OKa3ajo HENOCPEACTBEHHOE BIIMSHUE Ha
IIOJINTUYECKUE OTHOIIEHHS C COCEJHUMH rocynapcrBamu, BkiIrodas Kaszaxckoe XaHCTBO.
M3HayanbHO OCTaBasiCh B CTOPOHE OT JDKYHTApCKUX MEXA0ycOOUI], Ka3axCKUe MPaBUTEIH, MO
BIMSIHUEM TOCIEAYIOIUX COOBITHH, M3MEHWIM CBOIO TMO3UIHMIO, YTO MPUBEIO K HOBOMY BUTKY
BOOPYKEHHBIX CTOJIKHOBEHUI MEX 1y Ka3aXaMH U JUKyHrapaMu. 3HaYMMOCTb JAaHHOTO MCCIIEA0BAHUS
00yci10BIIeHa HE00X0IMMOCTBIO INTyOMHHOTO U3Yy4YEeHHUS CJIOKHBIX MPOLIECCOB U COOBITHI B HCTOPUU
Kazaxcrana, a Taxke ompeleneHHsl poJid Ka3axXCKUX MpaBHUTENed M OaTbIpoB B YKPEIJICHUH U
COXpPaHEHUHU Ka3axCKOM rocynapCTBeHHOCTH. [lonuTrueckas AaJbHOBUIHOCTh Ka3aXCKUX JIMIEPOB
CocoOCTBOBaJia POCTY HUX BIMSAHHMS M PACHIMPEHHUIO TEPPUTOPHH Ka3aXCKUX KOo4eBMU. [lens
HCCIIEA0BaHUS 3aKI0YACTCA B aHAIN3€ IUHAMUKHU Ka3aXCKO-PKYHIAPCKUX OTHOLIEHUH, BBISIBICHUU
KJIIOUYEBBIX COOBITHI, MOBIMSABLUIMX HA WX Pa3BUTHE, aHAJIU3 BHYTPUIIOIUTUYECKOH CUTyallUu B
JlxyHrapckom xaHctBe B 50-e roasl X VIII Beka, B yacTHOCTH, 60pBOBI 32 TUTYN XYHTAHKU MEXTY
Jlama Jlopxu, JlaBauyu 1 AMypcaHOH, a TaKXKe UCCIIEJOBAaHUE yIacTHs Ka3aXCKUX ITPaBUTENIEN B 3THX
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coObiTHsiX. B 3amaum paboThl BXOAMT HMCCIEIOBAHUE HMCTOPUYECCKOTO KOHTEKCTA, MPHUBEAIIETO K
BOCCTaHHMIO AMYpCaHbl, aHAJIN3 B3aUMOJCHCTBHUS Ka3aXCKOTO OIMOJIYECHHUS C PKYHTapCKUMHU CHUIIaAMH,
a TaKKe M3y4CHHE MCTOPUYECKOW posim AObUIas, UCTIOJIH30BABIICTO BHYTPEHHHUE Pa3oOphbl CpeIu
JDKYHTap B CBOUX HHTepecax. Mcmounuxosou 0a30t WCCIEAOBAHUS TOCITYKUIH apXUBHBIC
Marepuaibl U3 ApxuBa BHemrHel nonutuku Poccuiickoit umnepuu (ABIIPU) u lN'ocynapcrBenHoro
ucropuyeckoro apxua Omckoit obmnactu (I'MAOO). DTH HCTOUHUKU MIPENOCTABIISAIOT CBEICHUS O
JTUTUIOMATHYECKUX TEPEroBOpax, BOEHHBIX KAMMAHUSAX W MOJHUTUYECKUX MAHEBpaX, CBSI3aHHBIX C
0oprOOIi 3a BiIacTh B [DKYHrapcKOM XaHCTBE, a TakKKe 00 yJacTHH Ka3aXCKUX MPaBUTENICH B ATHX
npoueccax. Memoowl uccnedosanus: B paboTe HCHOJIb30BaHbI METO/IbI HCTOPUKO-aHATUTUYECKOTO
WCCTICIOBAHUs, HAIMpABICHHbIE HA BBISIBJICHHE NPUYMHHO-CIEACTBEHHBIX CBS3EH MEXIY
BHYTPHUIIOJIUTUYECKUMHU COOBITUAMU B JIXKyHrapuu M WX BIUSHUEM Ha Ka3aXCKO-KYHTapCKHe
oTHoieHus. [IpuMeHeHne CpaBHUTETHHO-UCTOPUYECKOTO METO/a TO3BOJIIIIO PEKOHCTPYHPOBATH
MOCJIEI0BATENILHOCTh COOBITUN U BBISIBUTH KITFOUEBBIE (DaKTOPHI, OMPEACIUBIINE UCXO ] KOH(DIUKTA.
Kpome Toro, ncronp3oBaHbl METO bl KOHTEKCTYATLHOTO aHAIIW3a JIJISl ONIPEACIICHUS POJIU KITFOUEBBIX
MOJMTHYECKUX (UTYp B ITUX Tporeccax. B pesynbTaTe aHanm3a apXWBHBIX JTOKYMEHTOB OBLIH
BBISIBJICHBI OCHOBHBIE ATaIlbl Ka3aXCKO-/DKYHTApPCKUX B3aMMOOTHOIIICHHH, YCTAHOBJIECHBI IPUUUHBI 1
MOCJEACTBUSL KOH(MIUKTOB CPEIU JHKYHTAp, a TAKXKE OMPEACNICHbI MO3UIIUU MPOTHBOOOPCTBYIOIINX
ctopoH. MccnenoBaHue BHISIBUIIO KJIFOUEBbIE acTIEKThl O0pbOBI 3a BiacTh B [[XKyHrapckom XaHCTBE U
MPOAHATM3UPOBAIO POJIb Ka3aXCKUX TIPABUTENICH, B YACTHOCTH CyiaTaHa AObUIas, B JIaHHBIX
COOBITHAX. YCTAaHOBJIEHO, YTO AKTMBHOE BMENIATEIHCTBO Ka3aXCKUX BIIAJIETENICH CYIIECTBEHHO
TIOBJIMSJIO HAa PACCTAHOBKY CHJI B pETrHOHE, TT03BOJMB Ka3axcKkoMy XaHCTBY YKPENTUTh CBOU MO3HUITHH.
3axnrouenue. Bocctanne AMypcaHbl M y4acTHE Ka3aXCKHX OTOTYCHUN B MEXI0yCOOHO# OophOe 3a
JokyHrapckuid npecron B 50-e roael XVIII Beka chIrpaii 3HAYUTENBHYIO pPOJb B HU3MEHEHHH
reonoJUTHYECKON 00cTaHOBKM B lleHTpanpHOU A3uu. JlesTenbHOCTh Ka3aXCKUX BIaACTElNeH,
oco0eHHO cynTaHa AObLiasi, He TOJBKO CITOCOOCTBOBaIa 0CciIabIeHuo [[KyHrapcKOTO XaHCTBa, HO U
M3MEHWJIAa Ccyab0y JKYHrap Kak HCTOPUYECKOTO aKTOpa, ONpEeAeauB UX JalbHEHIINI MyTh B
uctopuu. BMenaTenbcTBO Ka3axoB B 3TU COOBITHS IPUBEJIO K 3HAYUTEILHOMY YKPETICHUIO MTO3ULIUN
Kazaxckoro xaHCTBa, pacHIMPEHHMIO €r0 TEPPUTOPUAIBHBIX BIAJCHUNM W YCTAHOBJIICHUIO HOBBIX
JTUTIIOMATHYECKUX CBsi3er ¢ [{uHCcKoM nMnepueil.

KiroueBbie ciioBa: AmypcaHa, JOKYHIapbl, Ka3axu, XYHTaWKW, HOWOHBI, MEXIYHAPOIHBIE
OTHOLLIEHHUS, Ka3aXxCKO-JKyHIapckue OTHoleHus, Kazaxckoe xaHcTBO, J[KyHrapckoe XaHCTBO,
Poccuiickas umnepus, [{lunckas umnepus, AObutaid, Jlama Jlopxwu, JlaBaru, 6aThIpbl, CyITaHbI
Baaromapnocrb. Crarhss NOArOTOBIEHA B  paMKax pealu3allMd IPOEKTa TPaHTOBOTO
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Introduction

The internal political situation of the Dzungar Khanate was marked by increasing instability.
Following the death of Dzungar Khan Galdan Tseren, a fierce struggle for the throne erupted. The
throne was initially occupied by his middle son, Tsewang Dorji, who was only 13 years old in 1745.
However, in May 1750, Tsewang Dorji was overthrown by the Dzungar nobility through a
conspiracy, and the new ruler became Galdan Tseren's eldest son, Lama Dorji, who was formally
crowned on October 12, 1750 (AVPRI. F. KKD. 1752. Op. 122/1. D. 3. L. 53).

Alongside Lama Dorji, another contender for the title of Khong Tayiji was Noyon Dawaci, a
direct descendant of the founder of the Dzungar Khanate, Batur Khong Tayiji. Dawaci was the son
of Noyon Namjil, and the grandson of the famous Oirat military leader Tseren Donduk, a cousin of
Khong Tayiji Tsewang Rabdan. His camps were located in the Tarbagatai region, and the number of
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tribes under his control amounted to around 8,000 families (Epistolary Heritage, 2014, 424). The
power and public support of the young Noyon in some respects exceeded the political influence of
Khong Tayiji Lama Dorji. The weakness of Lama Dorji's position was also noted by Tole Bi, who
visited Dzungaria as part of a Kazakh diplomatic mission (Istoriya Kazakhstana, 2013, 248). Soon,
open conflict erupted between Dawaci and his supporters on one side, and Lama Dorji on the other,
for the title of Dzungar Khong Tayiji.

Materials and Methods

The research is primarily based on archival materials stored in the Archive of Foreign Policy
of the Russian Empire (AVPRI) and the State Historical Archive of the Omsk Region (GIAOQ). The
AVPRI archival materials were drawn from two key collections: Fund No. 122 «Kirgiz-Kaisak
Affairs» and Fund No. 113 «Dzungar Affairs». The GIAOO materials were obtained from Fund No.
1 «Military Campaign Chancellery of the Chief Commander of the Siberian Corps of the Military
Collegium». These sources represent unique documents that contain information on diplomatic
negotiations, military campaigns, and political maneuvers that took place during the intense struggle
for power in the Dzungar Khanate in the 18th century. The archives provide data on diplomatic
missions that reflect the foreign policy strategies not only of the Dzungar Khanate but also of
neighboring states such as the Russian and Qing Empires. The documents also offer crucial insights
into the role of Kazakh rulers in these processes, their interactions with various political forces, and
their participation in military actions, enabling a reconstruction of the dynamics of Kazakh-Dzungar
relations during this period.

The methodological framework of the study is built upon various historical-analytical research
methods. Central to the analysis was the cause-and-effect approach, which allowed for the
determination of how internal political events in Dzungaria influenced the course of Kazakh-Dzungar
relations. The comparative-historical method proved invaluable in reconstructing the sequence of
events related to Amursana’'s uprising and the involvement of Kazakh militias, which helped to
identify key factors that determined the outcome of the conflict. Additionally, contextual analysis was
employed to study in detail the role of key political figures of the time, contributing to a deeper
understanding of their motives and actions within the broader context of the unfolding events.

Thus, the comprehensive research approach, grounded in the use of archival materials and the
application of various analytical methods, enabled not only the precise reconstruction of historical
events but also a deeper understanding of the political processes that took place in Central Asia during
the 18th century.

Discussion

The study of the history of the Dzungar Khanate holds a significant place in both global and
domestic Oriental studies. The exploration of the history of the Dzungar and Kazakh Khanates in the
18th century, along with their interactions, is particularly important in this field.

Notable contributions to this area of research have been made by scholars such as
N.G. Apollova and V.Ya. Basin, who analyzed the economic and political relations between
Kazakhstan and Russia during this period in their works (Apollova, 1972). A key contribution to the
study of the Dzungar Khanate is found in the works of I.Ya. Zlatkin, who thoroughly investigated the
history of the khanate in his fundamental monograph (Zlatkin, 1964). Significant attention to the
interactions between the Dzungar Khanate and neighboring states, such as Russia and China, has been
given by B.P. Gurevich and V.A. Moiseev, who examined these mutual relations in the 17th and 18th
centuries (Gurevich, 1979; Moiseev, 1991).

Of particular interest to this article are studies focused on Kazakh-Dzungar relations.
V.A. Moiseev, in his work «The Dzungar Khanate and the Kazakhs (17th—18th Centuries)», addresses
acomplex array of issues related to the policies of Kazakh rulers towards the Dzungar Khanate, which
is crucial for analyzing the interactions between Kazakh militias and the forces of Amursana
(Moiseev, 1991).
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Thus, these studies form the historiographical foundation for analyzing Amursana's uprising
and the participation of Kazakh militias in the events of the 1750s, allowing for a deeper
understanding of the processes that unfolded in Central Asia during this period.

Results

Dawaci initially adopted a hostile stance towards Lama Dorji, considering himself a more
legitimate contender for the Dzungar throne due to his noble lineage. The conflict between Dawaci
and Lama Dorji arose from the perceived «illegitimacy» of Lama Dorji's claim to the throne, as he
was born of a woman from an unremarkable background (Moiseev, 1991, 206). Dawaci's claims were
supported by the Khoyt Noyon Amursana, who was born from the marriage of Galdan Tseren's
daughter, Badarak, to the Khoyt Noyon Uyzen-Khoshuchi, whose camps were located in the
Tarbagatai region (Moiseev, 1991, 201).

The immediate cause of the open conflict was the plundering and exile of the Derbet Noyon
Dashi Dav, who was Dawaci's uncle and Amursana’'s father-in-law, by order of Lama Dorji
(Moiseev, 1991, 206). When news of this reached Dawaci's headquarters and Amursana's camps, they
perceived it as a clear act of hostility, and gathering their forces, they marched northward. In the
autumn of 1751, several serious battles took place in Dzungaria between Lama Dorji and the forces
of Dawaci and Amursana. After suffering defeat in the Upper Irtysh Basin, Dawaci and Amursana
fled to the Kazakh steppes. The Oirat Noyons Dawaci, Amursana, his brother Banchzhur, and a small
group of accompanying warriors found political asylum in the Kerai camps under the protection of
Sultan Abylai and the elder Kaip Batyr (Suleimenov, 1988, 132). The local Kazakhs welcomed them
warmly and provided them with food and clothing in the early days. The local population treated
them with great hospitality, offering them provisions and clothing at the outset. Explaining the
reasons for this hospitality, M. Arapov, an emissary of the Orenburg administration in the Middle
Zhuz, noted that the Kazakhs «consider it advantageous to offer refuge to these Noyons, expecting
them to remain with all... the Kalmyks permanently among them, to increase and strengthen their own
people...» (AVPRI. F. Dzungar Affairs. 1752-1753. Op. 113/1., D. 5., L. 2 0b.-13 ob.).

As the Dzungar Khanate weakened, it gradually lost influence over the affairs in Kazakhstan
and Central Asia, effectively relinquishing control over Tashkent. In the summer of 1752, a council
of batyrs and tribal leaders of the Middle and Senior Zhuzes was held, during which Abylai and most
of the batyrs expressed their support for Dawaci and Amursana. The Kazakh rulers were well
informed that in the Dzungar Khanate «considerable internal strife and unrest is taking place, as it
has already split into three parties: the first have migrated to China, the second to the Siberian side of
the Irtysh River, and only the third remains in its place, under the new ruler» (Moiseev, 1991: 210).

During the initial period of internecine conflict in Dzungaria, the Kazakh rulers, carefully
observing the events, did not intervene. However, the flight of the three Oirat princes to the Middle
Zhuz sharply changed not only the political situation in Dzungaria but also the direction of the
influential Kazakh feudal lords' policies toward Lama Dorji. A.l. Levshin described the Kazakh rulers'
stance on the escalating internal strife in Dzungaria, stating that «as soon as disputes broke out among
the Dzungars, the Kazakhs immediately took an active part in them. Offering refuge to all the exiled
Dzungar princes and Zaisangs, they joined them to avenge their grievances, attacked their enemies,
and did not miss a single opportunity, under the guise of aiding the unfortunate, to plunder their
ancient foes» (Levshin, 1832: 82).

Autumn of 1752 marked the beginning of a new wave of military confrontations between the
Kazakhs and the Oirats, which lasted until the spring of 1755. This conflict was triggered by the
bloody internal struggle for the title of Khong Tayiji in Dzungaria and the subsequent flight of Lama
Dorji's main opponents—Noyon Dawaci and his ally, the Khoyt Noyon Amursana, to the Kazakh
steppes (Valikhanov, 1985, 303). The issue of handing over the Oirat princes to Dzungaria became a
central point in the relations between the Kazakh rulers of the Middle Zhuz and the Dzungarian Urga.
The protective policy of the Middle Zhuz rulers, particularly Abylai, combined with the growing
dissatisfaction in Dzungaria with Lama Dorji's rule and the escape of several of his former subjects
to the Kazakh steppe, altered Dawaci and Amursana's plans. They began persuading Kazakh sultans
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and elders to provide them with a detachment of warriors for an invasion of Dzungaria. Abylai was
inclined to support the Noyons, but awaited the decision of a council.

In response, a council was convened, attended by representatives from the Junior and Middle
Kazakh Zhuzes. The majority of the council members, about 70 people, supported Sultan Abylai.
Among them were notable figures such as Batyr Bogenbai, Batyr Zhapak, Sultan Erali, and others.
They were inclined to believe that under no circumstances should Dawaci, Amursana, and Banchzhur
be handed over to the Dzungarian Khan (AVPRI. F. ZD. 1752-1753. Op. 113/1. D. 5.
L. 12 ob.-14 ob.). Abylai's personal relationship with Dawaci and Amursana, whom he had met during
his captivity in Dzungaria, may have played a role in this decision. However, the main motivation
was the foresight of the most astute Kazakh rulers, who sought to place their own candidate on the
Oirat throne. Sultan Abylai played a crucial role in resolving this issue (AVPRI. F. ZD. 1752.
Op. 113/1. D. 6. L. 13-40). During 1752, Lama Dorji sent three embassies to Abylai's headquarters,
demanding the extradition of the fugitives, but the Kazakh sultan, having secured the support of
influential tribal elites of the Middle and Senior Zhuzes, categorically refused to do so.

Having ascertained the firm intention of the Kazakh elite not to extradite them, Dawaci,
Amursana, and their allies sent representatives to the Dzungarian Khan, demanding the return of their
confiscated property, ulus people, and livestock. Moreover, Dawaci ordered his supporters to
proclaim everywhere that he was the «natural ruler of the land of Zengor» (Moiseev, 1991, 212).
The rebellious Noyons' defiant behavior led to several executions of their followers in the Urga and
the flight of their subjects to the Kazakh steppes. By that time, more than 150 people had joined
Dawaci and Amursana (AVPRI. F. ZD. 1752-1753. Op. 113/1. D. 5. L. 12 0b.-13 ob.). This led to a
new Kazakh-Oirat war.

After the Kazakhs refused to hand over Noyon Dawaci, Lama Dorji sent troops to the Middle
Zhuz with orders to devastate the camps of the Uysuns, Uaks, and Kerei. On September 9, 1752,
Dzungarian forces, numbering 15,000-20,000 men under the command of Sain Belek, Shakdor, and
Batur Ubashi, invaded the Middle Zhuz camps. As a result of the raid, more than 3,000 Kazakhs were
taken prisoner, along with a vast quantity of livestock and goods (Istoriya Kazakhstana, 2013, 248).
In response, Abylai attached the Abak-Kerei detachments under the command of Kozhabergen to the
forces of Dawaci and Amursana, along with all the Dzungarian warriors who were in captivity in the
Kazakh uluses. At the same time, he began preparing for a large-scale war, with the auls hastily
relocating to Tobol and Obagan, and the assembly of the Kazakh militia was scheduled to take place
on the Torgai River.

This mobilization of the militia attracted the attention of the Tsarist government. Upon learning
of the flight of Dawaci and Amursana to the Kazakh steppe and the beginning of hostilities between
the Dzungarian army and the Kazakhs, they decided to intervene in these events and sought to bring
the Noyons to Russia. The College of Foreign Affairs aimed to prevent Noyon Dawaci from seizing
power in the Urga, fearing that in this case, he could easily attract the support of the Kazakh rulers.
To this end, in the autumn of 1752, Brigadier A.l. Tevkelev and his colleague P.I. Rychkov, assistants
to the Orenburg Governor I.1. Neplyuev, sent Captain A. Yakovlev to Abylai with the task of securing
the extradition of the Noyons to the Russian authorities (Moiseev, 1991, 217).

During negotiations with the Russian envoy, Abylai demonstrated diplomatic tact, skillfully
avoiding any commitment to surrender Dawaci and Amursana to the Orenburg authorities under
various pretexts. At that time, the interests of the Kazakh rulers of the Middle and Junior Zhuzes
clashed with the ambitions of the Oirats in Central Asia. Both the Dzungars and Kazakh feudal lords
aspired to dominate the nomadic and sedentary peoples residing in the Syr Darya basin. The invasion
of Dzungarian troops and the subsequent devastation of several Kazakh border camps led to a sharp
change in the attitude of the Kazakh populace towards the Oirat princes, causing divisions within the
Middle Zhuz. Abylai had previously managed to convince his fellow tribesmen not to extradite
Dawaci and Amursana to Dzungaria by promising that troops from Dzungaria would soon arrive to
aid the Noyons. However, this did not materialize. When the Karakalpaks, who lived in the upper
reaches of the Syr Darya, sought assistance from the Kazakh rulers in opposing the Oirats, a
detachment led by Batyr Kabangbai and Sultan Barak Khaibaba was immediately dispatched to these
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lands (Moiseev, 1991, 221).

Meanwhile, after Abylai had sent his letter to A.l. Tevkelev, the Dzungarian Noyons, who had
migrated away from the Middle Zhuz militia's positions in early November 1752, conducted a secret
raid deep into Dzungaria, reaching Urga (AVPRI. F. ZD. 1757. Op. 113/1. D. 2. L. 7 ob.).
This successful maneuver was made possible by Lama Dorji's decision to leave his capital poorly
defended while he deployed significant forces to the Kazakh Khanates and Central Asia, as well as
to maintain numerous outposts along the Qing Empire's border—an opportunity his opponents
exploited. On January 12, 1753, they stormed the Khong Tayiji's headquarters and killed Lama Dorji
(Epistolary Heritage, 2014, 424). Dawaci was proclaimed the ruler of the country. This event marked
the beginning of a new phase in Kazakh-Oirat relations, characterized by the active involvement of
the Kazakh steppe elite in the internal power struggles among the Dzungarian princes. By the fall of
1753, Kazakh detachments numbering up to 5,000 men were operating in Dzungaria. At Dawaci's
request, these Kazakh forces directed their main attacks against the Derbets, who opposed Dawaci's
rule. By that time, the Kazakh detachments had already devastated the territories of Sain Belek, a key
ally of Lama Dorji (AVPRI. F. ZD. 1754. Op. 113/1. D. 2. L. 4 ob.-5).

Indirect evidence suggests that Abylai and Dawaci reached an agreement not only on military
cooperation but also on the division of spoils. Testimonies from Oirats captured by the Kazakhs
indicate that the entire male population of the Derbet camps destroyed by Kazakh forces was handed
over to Dawaci, while the women and children were taken to Kazakh uluses. The joint actions of the
Kazakhs with Dawaci and Amursana's detachments continued through the winter of 1753-1754.

At the beginning of Dawaci's rule in Dzungaria, the Khoyt Noyon Amursana actively supported
him, «remaining close to him and maintaining their friendship» (Moiseev, 1991, 226). However, by
the end of 1753, relations between the former allies had significantly deteriorated, leading to open
conflict by the middle of the following year. Dissatisfied with being appointed only as the ruler of the
Oirats in the Altai and Tarbagatai regions, Amursana demanded half of the khanate (AVPRI.
F.ZD. 1751. Op. 113/1. D. 2. L. 8-8 0b.). This rift was further exacerbated by Zaisangs under Dawaci,
who falsely claimed that Amursana intended to kill him (Moiseev, 1991, 226). As a result, Amursana,
forewarned of the order to detain him, was forced to flee to his own camps.

In 1752-1753, Abylai supported Dawaci and his allies against Lama Dorji. However, in early
1754, after Dawaci and Amursana seized power in Urga and subsequently broke their alliance, Abylai
shifted his support to the Khoyt Noyon. A.l. Levshin emphasized that «the clever and enterprising
Sultan Abylai did not miss the opportunity to exploit the disputes among the Dzungar rulers and
actively promoted their continued internal strife, fully understanding how crucial it was for his own
peace and the external security of all the Kazakh hordes to fragment and weaken their ancient
enemies» (Suleimenov, 1988, 46). During the internecine wars in the Oirat nomadic state, the Kazakh
Sultan led the Middle Zhuz militia on military campaigns into Dzungaria, thereby ensuring the
security of Kazakh camps from southeastern neighbors' invasions and securing territorial concessions
from the Oirat Khans and Noyons.

In the autumn of 1753, Kazakh detachments, numbering up to 5,000 men, were actively
engaged in Dzungaria (Suleimenov, 1988, 48). Reports of Sultan Abylai's highly successful military
campaign in Dzungaria were documented on November 30, 1754, in dispatches from Captain
A. Pancyrev to Colonel K.E. Debong, the commander of the Lutskiy Regiment stationed at the
Yamyshev Fortress (GIAOO. F. 1. Op. 1. D. 35. L. 287-288). The sources do not provide explicit
reasons that motivated Abylai and other Kazakh sultans to support Amursana, thereby bringing the
Middle Zhuz to the brink of war with Dzungaria.

Amursana sent his brother Banchzhur and Zaisan Barchuikha to Sultan Abylai. Amursana's
envoys requested a thousand horses, 20,000 sheep, and as many camels as possible, promising in
return to «pay whatever was demanded» (Suleimenov, 1988, 51). Abylai, with the assistance of
elders, provided Amursana with horses, 700 camels, sheep, and goats. Amursana compensated him
with Bukhara carpets, weapons, and people (Suleimenov, 1988, 51). In July-August 1754,
while Dawaci's forces were pursuing Amursana, Abylai launched another campaign into Dzungaria.
However, despite Abylai's victory, it did not prevent Amursana from being defeated. Under the
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pressure of Oirat and Uryankhai forces, he fled with a small number of followers to the Qing Empire.
In August 1754, Amursana fled to Qing China and sought assistance from Emperor Qianlong
(Suleimenov, 1988, 52). The Qing court decided to use Amursana and other Oirat defectors as tools
to dismantle the Dzungar Khanate.

Abylai's strategy centered on maintaining constant strife in Dzungaria, ensuring that no Oirat
khan or noyon could gain significant power, thereby safeguarding the security of Kazakh camps and
extracting more concessions from the Oirat leaders. During the winter, many Dzungar noyons and
zaisans migrated to the upper reaches of the Ili River, fearing Kazakh incursions.

In early spring 1755, the Qing army entered Dzungaria and by the end of April had reached the
upper i River region (Kuznetsova, 2021, p. 30). Emperor Qianlong took advantage of the internal
strife among the Dzungars to resolve the situation once and for all, annexing Dzungaria into the Qing
Empire. A 25,000-strong contingent of Manchu and Mongol troops advanced into Dzungaria, facing
virtually no resistance. The formal pretext for this new war was Amursana's appeal to Emperor
Qianlong, requesting assistance in seizing the throne of the Dzungar khan. Deciding to use Amursana
and other Dzungar princes who had fled to the Qing Empire as tools for his aggressive plans, the
Manchu emperor had no intention of preserving the Dzungar Khanate.

On May 14, the vanguard of the Qing army, led by Amursana, entered the Tekes River Valley,
where they encountered Dawaci's small forces. Without engaging in battle, Dawaci fled towards
Kashgar. On July 8, he was captured by the Muslim rulers of the city of Kucha and handed over to
Amursana, who delivered the prisoner to the Qing army's commander. A few days later, Dawaci was
sent to the Qing Empire, where he died in 1759. Having won an easy victory and captured the Dzungar
Khanate in 1755, the Qing authorities abolished the office of the supreme ruler of the Oirat tribes and
established four independent principalities, whose leaders were directly subordinated to Beijing.
Qianlong planned to politically reorganize the Oirats, dividing them into four groups according to
their original tribal affiliations: the Derbets, the Khoshuts, the Khoyts, and the Choros
(as the Dzungars were renamed). These tribes were to be led by equal Mongol khans and mirror the
structure established in Outer Mongolia. The Qing dynasty sought to incorporate the Oirats while
retaining the previous administrative system of Dzungaria. Within a few months, the newly unified
Oirat state was again troubled by widespread defections to the Qing Empire and internal discord.
Noyon Amursana himself rebelled against the Qing Empire (IKRI, 2007, 398).

Amursana, a member of the Dzungar nobility, had joined the Manchu service in hopes of
receiving a significant reward. Although he helped them defeat and subdue other Dzungars, he was
not rewarded as handsomely as he had expected. Realizing the possibility of Amursana’s uprising,
Qianlong ordered his arrest and transport to Beijing (Skobelev, 2010, p. 222). On the way, under the
pretext of visiting his family, Amursana escaped. The Khalkha prince Erinchindoriji, a relative of the
Khalkha chief lama Jebtsundamba Khutuktu, was accused of failing to deliver Amursana to Beijing
and did not immediately pursue him (Kaplonski, 1993, 241). He was eventually executed for this
failure.

Amursana was descended from Galdan Boshogtu's sister and a Khu-Khunor Khan
(\Valikhanov, 1985, 303). Amursana aspired to something greater than merely being confirmed as the
leader of the Khoyts. In 1756, he proclaimed himself Khong Tayiji among all the Qirats (the highest
Oirat title, previously held by Batur Khong Tayiji) and initiated an anti-Qing rebellion (Sanchirov,
2011, p. 20). These events became known as Chingunjav's Rebellion (1756-1757), which was an
attempt by some Mongol princes to rise against the Manchus (Kaplonski, 1993, 236). Simultaneously
with Amursana's Qirat rebellion, a large-scale anti-Manchu movement began in Khalkha, led by the
Khalkha prince from the Khotoid clan, Chingunjav (Kaplonski, 1993, 236). Although Chingunjav
failed to coordinate his actions with Amursana's uprising or even to organize any coherent rebellion
among the Khalkha nobility, army, or common people, there were still widespread disturbances.
A general uprising occurred across much of Khalkha Mongolia, leading to the destruction and looting
of Chinese trading posts and desertions from army posts. The damage was extensive and widespread.
Many among the Mongol nobility appeared ready to revolt against the Manchus, seeking protection
and assistance from the Russians. However, Emperor Qianlong soon crushed the rebellion
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(Kaplonski, 1993, 239). The support for both uprisings quickly dissipated as the Khalkha khans and
princes submitted to the emperor, and the initial supporters deserted. Meanwhile, the Qing
government, having gathered even larger forces, launched them to suppress the uprising in Dzungaria.
The fragmented Oirat rebel detachments could not hold back the enemy. Rumors circulated that
Amursana eventually fled across the Russian border and died there. Amursana, abandoned by most
of his allies, with 200 warriors in April, took refuge in the camps of Sultan Abylai (Suleimenov, 1988:
55). As soon as the Qing command learned of the rebel Noyon's whereabouts, they began to
insistently demand that Abylai surrender Amursana. The Kazakh Sultan refused to comply with this
ultimatum and mobilized the Middle Zhuz militia to confront the Qing forces. The Qing army, having
ravaged Dzungaria, approached the borders of the Kazakh camps in June 1757. The Manchu troops
were commanded by generals Fude and Zhao Hui (Epistolary Heritage, 2014: 425).

By that time, Amursana had already fled from Abylai's domains to Russia. Upon learning of
the approach of large Manchu-Qing forces to the camps of the Middle Zhuz, Abylai decided to cease
military actions and establish peace with the Qing. Following established diplomatic traditions,
Abylai sent horses as gifts to Emperor Qianlong, a customary practice in Kazakh relations with their
political partners. Generals Zhao Hui and Fude also received horses as gifts, but they distinguished
the emperor's horses from their own, labeling them as «tribute» from the Kazakh sultan, as had been
traditionally interpreted in China for centuries. From the perspective of the traditional Sino-centric
doctrine of China's relations with other states and peoples, the ruler of the Celestial Empire could
only accept «tribute» from foreign rulers.

The Qing court then faced the issue of how to force the Kazakh khanates to abandon their
support for the anti-Manchu movement in Dzungaria. By this time, political contacts had been
established between the Qing court and the rulers of the Middle Zhuz. This development occurred
under the following circumstances: while preparing for war with the Dzungar Khanate, the
government of imperial China closely monitored the struggles between various claimants to the
khanate's throne. The agents and Oirat defectors in Beijing were well informed about the role Kazakh
rulers, especially Sultan Abylai of the Middle Zhuz, played in these events, as Abylai's detachments
had invaded Dzungaria throughout the winter and spring of 1755 (AVPRI. F. Kyrgyz-Kaisak Affairs.
Op. 122/1. 1755. D. 2. L. 15). When Qing forces began to eliminate the Dzungar Khanate in Western
Mongolia, the Kazakhs reoccupied their previously abandoned pastures and made contact with
Russian settlements. The Senior Zhuz managed to reclaim most of Jetisu, while the Kazakhs of the
Middle Zhuz expanded beyond their original pastures along the Irtysh River. They expanded far to
the east, sometimes occupying pastures across much of Dzungaria, as well as the Altai Mountains
and Western Mongolia. These migration routes, in turn, brought the Middle Zhuz into close contact
with the Qing Empire. The increased activity of Kazakh rulers in Dzungaria prompted the Qing
government to hasten their advance. After the Dzungar Khanate was eliminated as a state entity,
Emperor Qianlong instructed the army command to consider two possible solutions to the
“Kazakh question” (Suleimenov, 1988, 56). The first was to try to diplomatically persuade the
Kazakhs to withdraw their detachments from Dzungaria; the second was to compel them to recognize
the suzerainty of the Celestial Empire. In the event of hostile actions, the use of military force was
authorized.

Thus, between 1752 and 1755, Sultan Abylai, who had previously maintained frequent and
close contacts with the Dzungar nobility, participated in the internal struggles among the Dzungar
princes for the khanate's throne, siding with the rebel noyons Dawaci and Amursana. Sultan Abylai
pursued a policy of balancing between the Russian and Qing empires, maintaining diplomatic
relations with both states. Since 1740, when Abylai formally accepted Russian allegiance and began
to influence the internal political situation in Dzungaria, he had sought to establish diplomatic ties
with the Qing Empire by 1757. Maintaining these contacts allowed him to slow the advance of the
Russian Empire into Kazakh territories and to prevent the potential escalation of active military
actions from the Qing Empire, which occurred in 17561757 (Chang, 2015, 13). During these years,
Abylai provided military support to Amursana in the liberation uprising led by Chingunjav against
Qing China. After Amursana's defeat and flight, Abylai concluded a peace treaty with the Qing and
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in 1757 accepted Qing suzerainty alongside Russian allegiance. From 1757 to 1759, he established
direct diplomatic contacts with Beijing, marking the beginning of the formation and development of
direct Kazakh-Chinese relations. Thanks to his outstanding role in resolving Kazakh-Dzungar
relations and his connections with the Qing Empire, the sultan gained significant political influence
within Kazakh society.

Conclusion

The uprising of Amursana and the involvement of Kazakh militias in the internal conflicts of
the Dzungar Khanate in the 1750s had a significant impact on the geopolitical situation in Central
Asia. During these events, Kazakh Sultan Abylai demonstrated his skills as a shrewd politician and
military leader. By supporting the internal strife in Dzungaria, he weakened the influence of opposing
factions of Oirat noyons, which later enabled him to strengthen his position and expand his influence
over Kazakh territories.

The participation of Kazakh forces in these events not only altered the political landscape of
the region but also contributed to the consolidation of Abylai's power, which played a key role in the
development of Kazakh-Chinese diplomatic relations. As a result of these actions, Abylai's influence
extended over a significant portion of the Middle and Senior zhuzes, and Kazakh nomadic territories
expanded into strategically important regions of Northeastern Kazakhstan and Jetisu. These
achievements not only ensured the security of Kazakh nomads in the mid-18th century but also led
to a significant strengthening of the Kazakh Khanate's position, an expansion of its territorial
holdings, and the establishment of new diplomatic ties with the Qing Empire. Consequently, the role
of the Kazakh Khanate in regional politics was significantly revised and strengthened, which
determined the further development of political processes in the region.
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