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Abstract. Introduction. One of the research priorities in domestic historical science in recent times
is personalistics. The personalization of historical events and phenomena through the historical
figure’s life and works allows us to draw new conclusions on complex issues of social development.
Therefore, studying the life, socio-political activities and creativity of outstanding figures, who
actively participated in the controversial socio-political life of their time and to a certain extent
influenced the formation of public opinion, is considered one of the current topics. One of the
historical figures who had a significant impact on the cultural and spiritual processes in the formation
of the national identity of Kazakhstan was an outstanding statesman and public figure Uzbekali
Zhanibekov. The article is devoted to the personalization of his life, socio-political and creative
activities based on data. Goals and objectives. The main aim of the scientific work is the scientific
reconstruction of U. Zhanibekov’s life and socio-political activity based on data. Accordingly, the
objective of the study is to assess the contribution of the outstanding figure to the development of
social thought and his role in historical memory regarding the national identity formation through his
socio-political activity and creativity. The scientific conclusions were made on scientific hypotheses
of the topic. Results. U. Zhanibekov’s life and socio-political activity have been scientifically
reconstructed on a factual basis. An assessment is given of his active and creative work in the
formation of national identity through the revival of Kazakh culture and art that takes a unique place
in the Turkic civilization. Conclusion. The study proposed new conclusions about Uzbekali
Zhanibekov’s place and role in the formation of national identity.

W


https://ajspiie.com/
https://doi.org/10.51943/2710-3994_2025_12_3_650-342
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-7221-2555
mailto:karimov_kasymkhan@mail.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7685-7594
mailto:gokce17@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8610-522%D0%A5
mailto:khazretali.tursun@ayu.edu.kz
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-7221-2555
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7685-7594
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8610-522%D0%A5

Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama” 2025. 12 (3)

Key words: Uzbekali Zhanibekov, personalization, national culture and identity, Turkic civilization
Acknowledgements. This article has been prepared within the framework of the project “Political
and legal experience and directions of development of the formation of historical and cultural
integration of Turkic-speaking states” funded by the Committee of Science of the Ministry of Science
and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan (registration number: AP 19676634).

For citation: Karimov K.S., Gok¢e M., Tursun Kh.M. Issues of national identification in Uzbekali
Zhanibekov’s social and political activities // Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama”. 2025. Vol. 12.
No. 3. Pp. 650-661. (In Eng.). DOI: 10.51943/2710-3994 2025 12 3 650-661

O3BEKOJII KOHIBEKOBTBIH KOIFAM/BIK-CASACHU KBIBMETIHAEI'T YJITTBIK
NIAEHTHOUKAIIUA MOCEJIEJIEPI

Kapumoe Kacvivxan Cmaxanynot’”, Foxue Mycmagpa®, Typcyn Xaspemani Maxanynor®

"Koxa Axmer Scayn aThingarsl XanblKapadblK Ka3ak-TYpiK YHHBEPCUTETI
(29-yii, Catrapxanosa ker., 161200 Typkicran, Ka3akcran PecryOmukacsr)
PhD nokropant

https://orcid.org/0009-0003-7221-2555. E-mail: karimov_kasymkhan@mail.ru
* ABTOpP-KOPPECTIOHIEHT

*Myrna CeiTksl Kouman YHuBepCHTETI
(43/11-yit, Menreme, Mapmapuc Hony naur., Myrna, Typkus PecryGmukacsr)
[Tpodeccop, nokTop

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7685-7594. E-mail: gokcel 7@gmail.com

SKoska Axmer Slcayu aThiHarsl XalbIKapaiblK Ka3ak-TypiK yHHBEPCUTETI
(29-yii, Catrapxanosa ker., 161200 Typkicran, Ka3akcran PecryOmukacsr)
Tapux kadeapacsIHbIH TPOpECcCopsI

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8610-522X. E-mail: khazretali.tursun@ayu.edu.kz

© II.1I. Yomuxanos ateinaarsl TOU, 2025
© Kapumos K.C., I'okue M., Typcyn X.M., 2025

Anparna. Kipicne. CoHFBl Ke3JeTi OTaHIBIK TapuX FHUIBIMIAFBl 3€pTTEYNepAiH OachbiM
OarbITTapBIHBIH OipiH TYJIFATaHYJIBIK 3epTTEYNIEp Kypaiipl. Tapuxu TysFanap/siH eMipi MEH KbI3MET1
apKbUIbl TapUXM OKHUFaJlap MEH KyObUIbICTap/bl TYJFalaHAbIpy KOFaMIBIK JamMyJa OpBIH aliFaH
Kypaeni Mocenenep OOWBIHINA ThIH TYXKBIPBIMAAp jkacayra MyMKiHmiK Oepeni. Coman na e3
3aMaHBIHBIH Kapama-KaHIIbUIBIKTBl KOFaMIBIK-CasiCH eMipiHe OeJICeHe apanachlll, KOFaM/IbIK O IbIH
KaJBINITaCcybIHE OCNTiNi JopexeIe bIKIall €TKEeH KaiipaTKep TYJIFaIapAblH OMipi MEH KOFaM/IbIK-CasCH
KbI3MET1 OHE IIbIFAPMAIIBUIBIFBIH 3€pPTTEY ©3€KTi TaKbIPBINTapAbIH Oipi OOJIBIN caHajaabl.
EniMi3aiH YATTHIK Gipereiyirii KaJbIITacThIPYAaFbl MOICHU-PYXaHU TPOLIECTEpre eyl bIKIal
eTKEeH TapuXH TYJIFaapbIH Oipi KOPHEKTI MEMJICKET JKoHEe KOoFaM KaiipaTkepi ©30ekami JKoHibekoB
OosiaThlH. Makaia ochl aTtanFaH KalpaTKep/AiH eMipi MEH KOFaMJIbIK-CasiCH KOHE IIBIFapMallbUIbIK
KbI3METIH JEPEeKTIK HEri3fe TyIFalaHablpyFa apHananel. Maxcamvl men mindoemmepi. FouibiMu
KYMBICTBIH 0acThl Makcatbl — ©O. JKoHIOEKOBTIH eMipi MEH KOFaMIBIK-CasiCH KhI3METIH JEPEKTIiK
HeTi3/1e FhUIBIMU KaimbiHa KenTipy. CoraH cail 3epTTey MIHJETI KalpaTKepaAiH KOFaMIbIK-Cascu
KbI3METI MEH IIbIFapMAIlIbUIBIFBl ApKBUIBl YITTHIK HACHTH(UKALNS KaJIBIITACTBHIPY MOCEJeciHe
KaTBICThl KOFaMJIBIK OBl JaMBITYFa KOCKAH YJIeCl MEH TapHXH KaJTaH alaThlH OpPHBIH Oaranay
6ousbint Oenrinenai. CoHbIMEH Oipre TaKbIPBINTHIH FRUIBIMU OOJDKaMIapbIiHa OailIaHBICTHI FHUTBIMU
KOPBITBIHIBLUIAD jKacay. Mamepuanoap men 20icmep. 3epTTEyNIH HETI3T MaTepuanaapAapbiH
apXUBTIK KY)KaTTap MEH €CTEKTep *KoHe Oacmace3 OachkUIBIMIAphl Kypaiibl. bacTel 3epTTey omici
peTiHae TyIFanapAblH eMipOassHbl MEH KbI3METIH Taljay MeH Oaranayra apHaJFaH OMOTpa(UsIIbIK
ToCUT KoNaaubabl. Homuowcenep. ©. JKoHi0EKOBTIH 6Mipi MEH KOFaMJIBIK-CasiCH KbI3METI IEPEKTIK
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HETi3/1e FBUIBIMU KallblHA KenTipuial. OHBIH TYpKi ©pKEHHUETiHJe KalTanmanOac OopHBI Oap Kaszak
MOJICHHETI MEH OHEpIH JKAHFBIPTY AapKbUIBl YITTHIK HICHTU(UKAUSIHBI OPHBIKTHIPYIAFbl
KalipaTKepIIiK KoHE IIBIFApMaIIbUIBIK KbI3MeTiHe 0ara Oepini. Kopsimosinovl. 3epTTey O0apbIChIHAA
O306ekoni JKoH10eKOBTIH YIATTHIK UACHTH(PHUKALUIHBI OPHBIKTHIPYaFbl OPHBI MEH POJIi TYpajibl ThIH
TYKBIPBIMIAP YCHIHBUIIBI.
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AHHoOTanms. Beedenue. B mocnennee Bpemsi OTHUM U3 IPUOPUTETHBIX HAPABJICHUI UCCIIEOBaHUI
B OTCUECTBEHHOM HCTOPHYECKOW HayKe SBIISETCS IMEpPCOHAIMCTHKA. llepcoHudukanms
UCTOPUYECKHX COOBITMHA M SIBJICHUN Yepe3 >KU3Hb M JAEATEIIbHOCTh HMCTOPHUYECKUX JIMYHOCTEH
MO3BOJISICT CJeNIaTh HOBBIE BBIBOJBI MO CIOXKHBIM BOIPOCAM, MMEBIIMM MECTO B OOIIECTBEHHOM
pasButuu. [loaTOMy M3ydeHue KHU3HH, OOLIECTBEHHO-TIOIUTUYECKON JeITEeIbHOCTH M TBOPUYECTBA
BBIJIAIOIINXCS JesITeNIel, aKTUBHO YYaCTBOBABIINX B MPOTHBOPEYMUBON OOIIECTBEHHO-TTOTUTHYECKON
’KM3HU CBOETO BPEMEHH U B OIPEJICIIEHHON CTENEeH! BIMBIIUX Ha (JOpMUpOBaHHE OOLIECTBEHHOT'O
MHEHUS, CUATAETCS OJHOW M3 aKTyalbHbIX TeM. OJTHUM U3 UCTOPUYECKUX JTMYHOCTEH, OKa3aBLINX
3HAYUTENbHOE BIMSHUE HA KYJbTYPHBIE M TYXOBHBIEC MPOLECCH B (HOPMUPOBAHUM HAIMOHAIBHOM
UJCHTUYHOCTH HAlIed CTpaHbl, ObUI BBIJAIOIIMNCS TOCYJapCTBEHHBIH M OOLIECTBEHHBIH AEATENb
V36ekanu XKannbekoB. CTaTbs MocBsIieHa MEPCOHU(PUKALNYN )KU3HU, OOIIECTBEHHO-TTOJIUTHYECKON
U TBOPYECKOH JEATENILHOCTU 3TOTO JesATeNs Ha (akTHUecKoW ocHOBe. [lenv u 3adauu. OCHOBHOU
IEJIbI0 HAYYHOU paboThI SBISIETCS HAayyHasi PEKOHCTPYKLUS KU3HU U OOIECTBEHHO-TIOJINTHIECKOM
nestensHocT Y. YXKannbOekoBa Ha (hakTuyeckoil ocHoBe. COOTBETCTBEHHO, 3a/aueil UCCIEIOBAHUS
MIOCTaBJICHA OlICHKA BKJIAJa AEATeNs B Pa3BUTHE OOIIECTBEHHOW MBICIM M MECTa, KOTOPOE OH
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3aHUMAaeT B HCTOPUYECKOM MaMATH KacaTedbHO K Mpobieme (OPMHPOBAHUS HAIMOHAIBHOM
UACHTUYHOCTU Yepe3 ero oOLIeCTBEHHO-NOIUTUYECKYIO JIEATEILHOCTh U TBopuecTBO. Ha ocHoBe
HAay4YHBIX THUIIOT€3 TEMbl OBbUIM CHeNaHbl HayuyHble BBIBOABL  Pe3ynvmamul.  HayuHo
PEKOHCTPYHPOBAHbI JKU3Hb M OOIIECTBEHHO-TIOJIMTHYECKAs JesTenbHocTh Y. JXKaHubekoBa Ha
(dakTuyeckoid ocHoBe. [laHa OIleHKa €ro aKTUBHOW M TBOPYECKOW NESTEIHHOCTH B CTAHOBJICHHUH
HAIIMOHAJILHOM HJEHTUYHOCTH 4Yepe3 BO3POXKICHHE Ka3aXCKOM KyJIbTYphl M HCKYCCTBa,
3aHMMAIOILET0 YHUKAJIBHOE MECTO B TIOPKCKOM LMBUIM3aLUu. 3akiiouenue. B xone uccienoBanus
ObUIN TIPESIO’KEHBI HOBBIE BBIBOJIBI O MecTe U poiu Y. JKaHnbekoBa B CTaHOBJICHUH HAIIMOHAJIbHON
UJACHTUYHOCTH.

KawueBble cioBa: VY30ekanu JXannOekoB, mnepcoHOpHKalnus, HAIMOHAIbHAs KyJIbTypa H
UACHTUYHOCTD, TIOPKCKAs IIMBHIIN3AIUS

BaarogapHoctb. CraThsi BBINOJHEHAa B paMKax TPAaHTOBOIO MpOeKTa MUHHUCTEPCTBA HAYKH H
BbIciiero oOpaszoBanusi PecnyOnmuku Kaszaxcran «[lomuTHKO-TIpaBOBOW ONBIT W HAIMPaBICHUS
pa3BuTHs  (POPMHUPOBAaHMS HCTOPHKO-KYJIBTYPHOH HMHTETpallMd TIOPKOS3BIYHBIX TOCYNAPCTBY»
(peructpanmonnsiii Homep: AIl 19676634).
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Introduction

In modern domestic historiography, traditional theoretical concepts on the history of
Kazakhstan formed under the influence of Soviet ideology are being revised. Along with theoretical
concepts that require re-evaluation, there are a large number of studies aimed at identifying the
scientific truth of the “blank spots” in our history. In connection with the independence of Kazakhstan
the issue of forming an independent historical consciousness, set out in a historical document,
(Kazakhstan, 1995) has become more relevant for scientific research and set as the main task for the
social sciences. Personalisation of historical events and phenomena based on the outstanding figure’s
life stories occupied a special place among the studies in this direction. After all, historical knowledge
is updated through the recognition of individuals, who had an impact on socio-political development
by their activities and creativity.

U. Zhanibekov’s all career ladders in social and political life were the result of the party-state
nomenclature system, which was the mechanism of the Soviet government for the education and
development of personnel. The main characteristic of civil servants who underwent this
party-ideological education was a sincere belief in the communist idea, loyalty to the authorities,
et al. We know that the key feature that distinguished U. Zhanibekov from hundreds of his colleagues
in the higher echelons of power was his ability to serve national interests in state and political service,
while being truly devoted to the communist idea. In their memoirs his contemporaries mention
Uzbekali Zhanibekov along with the outstanding figures as Temirbek Zhurgenov and Ilyas Omarov,
who served national interests, occupying such a high position. As a result of the analysis of
U. Zhanibekov’s multifaceted socio-political activity and creativity, we evaluate the main point of
his personality as a “scientist-activist”. Political courage and scientific innovation must go hand in
hand in a person who combines activity with science. Guided by this principle, we consider that the
political will of U. Zhanibekov, who came forward with the initiative to revive traditional national
values and innovation in scientific thought by creating a strategic direction for preserving and
popularizing cultural heritage and implementing it in concrete practice, characterize his personality
vividly.

In this context, the scientific reconstruction of political and scientific activity of the prominent
statesman and public figure, ethnologist Uzbekali Zhanibekov in the modernization of national
identity on a factual basis is considered one of the current research topics in the field of modern social
sciences.

W



Asian Journal “Steppe Panorama” 2025. 12 (3)

Materials and methods

U. Zhanibekov’s monographic works of historical and ethnographic nature, materials published
in central and local socio-political, national periodicals, orders, decrees, reports, annual reviews,
reports, statistical data of authorized bodies and public associations for the period under study; essays
on Kazakh history, public education, folk ethnography, field materials, memoirs, written information
are in his personal archive. Considering that “state archives accept personal genealogical documents
generated during the lifetime of individuals, in particular, scientists, writers, composers, journalists”
(Medvedeva, 2022: 1100-1103), U. Zhanibekov’s documentary heritage is collected in the personal
genealogical fund of the Central State Archives of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The formation of
personal genealogical funds in this archive has been carried out since the second half of the last
century. The special personal genealogical fund of U. Zhanibekov, who was in public service since
the 60s of the last century, was created in 1996-1997 (CSA RK. F. 2238., L. 1., P. 5). The founders
of the fund, who gave the personal materials to the archive, are his children Bauyrzhan Zhanibekov
and granddaughter Azel Zhanibekova. Currently, the documents of the fund are available to
researchers and readers.

The fund contains original documents about the activities and works of the cultural scientist,
historian-ethnologist, state and public figure Uzbekali Zhanibekov in his personal genealogical fund.
It is undeniable that the documentary basis of such authentic documents is considered very valuable.

Documents and various information of U. Zhanibekov’s personal genealogical fund constitute
the main historical data on his life and socio-political activities. The fund contains the following
documents and their parts:

— Documents related to the autobiography of the figure;

— Creative heritage (including books, scientific and educational articles, creative materials and
information about the scientific projects, various drawings and tables. Sketches and other documents
of the International Kazakh Center that was planned to be built in Almaty by order of the government
after the World Kurultai of Kazakhs, drawings related to the ethnography of the Kazakh
people, et al.);

— Documents related to his social and political activities in different years;

— film-photo-phono documents (photos with his family, colleagues, friends, foreign guests, with
D.A. Konaev, Yu. Gagarin, G. Titov, P. Belyaev, N. Nazarbayev, O. Suleimenov, B. Tulegenova,
M. Aitkozhina, E. Serkebaev and other famous people);

— memoirs, various letters, telegrams (letters, telegrams, greeting cards). The letters are mainly
presented in alphabetical order. This section can be divided into 3: The first includes letters addressed
to U. Zhanibekov (CSA RK. F. 2238., Inv. 2., C. 13., P. 15). The second group includes the letters
written by U. Zhanibekov. Among the documents there are letters written to D.A. Kunaev about
restoration work on the Mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi and materials related to the letter
(CSA RK. F. 2238, Inv. 1., C. 179., P. 51).

— documents concerning various items and property, as well as household appliances and other
tools.

Documents and materials in the course of U. Zhanibekov’s activity and work or created on the
basis of his actions are the most important historical data on this topic. The number of documents in
this fund related to his life and work is about 4 thousand (CSA RK. F. 2238., Inv. 1., C. 5., P. 17).

There is no doubt that such archival documents are considered valuable as historical data for
writing the history of a personality. These official reports and summaries allow us to scientifically
reconstruct an outstanding figure’s daily life. Personal documents can be a way of better
understanding the past. The reason for this is their subjectivity: a person makes fateful decisions based
on his own view, which is erroneous and has nothing to do with reality. But this is precisely what
forms the basis of events that determine the course of history.

In accordance with the subject matter, a biographical approach has been used in the
personalization of the scientist-activist. Meanwhile, it was precisely the disagreements over the
relationship of personal history (or “new biographical history”) to “history in general” formed the
basis for the formation of two versions in domestic historiography (“social” and “existential”),
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or personal history platforms that focus on fundamentally different research strategies. Within the
first direction, the reconstruction of historical individual’s personal life is considered both as the main
aim of the study and as one of the necessary prerequisites for understanding the historical society that
included them (i.e., not only as personal history, but more broadly — as history through
personality)......The second version of personal history, emphasizing the “autonomy and intrinsic
value of the historical personality”, places the study of his psychological characteristics
at the center of attention and deliberately limits itself to “non-social” types of biographism” (Repina,
2005: 12-13)

The next method in the study is scientific reconstruction. The difficulty of scientific
reconstruction is the subject of study for historians-methodologists. A.Ya. Gurevich says: “We are
not given the opportunity to restore the fragment of the past that we are studying in all its fullness and
infinite diversity, in all its countless connections and interweaving. What we, historians, study is
precisely the subject” and offers the following conclusion: “historical reconstruction is a historian’s
construction that he builds from a complex alloy of source messages and his own ideas about the
historical process” (Gurevich, 2005: 437). In accordance with such methodological principles, we are
considering not a complete scientific reconstruction of the history of U. Zhanibekov’s socio-political
activity, but only the identification and assessment of his activities, and his influence on the formation
of national identity through the development of traditional culture.

Discussion

U. Zhanibekov’s life, socio-political activity and creativity were not the subject of study in
Soviet historiography. Research works on the topic were undertaken from the last period of the last
century in connection with the glorification of national values. In the early period, the memoirs of
contemporaries and publications in the media about the scientist-activist were published. In studying
the historical figure’s biography in connection with the socio-political development of the country in
domestic historical science, special attention was paid, first of all, to the members of Alash.
In accordance with the requirement of public opinion to determine and evaluate the place and role of
historical figures in the formation of the national state, researchers began to pay attention to the study
of U. Zhanibekov’s personality.

One of the first to give a scientific assessment of the outstanding figure’s historical activity was
the famous ethnologist Khalel Argynbaev. In his research, he came to the conclusion that
U. Zhanibekov’s creativity, personal qualities, and works in the scientific process, or more precisely,
the relevance of folk traditions and ethnological ideas, were relevant. Kh. Argynbaev is the scientist
who was the first to analyze the publicistic and scientific-educational works of the scientist-activist
and expressed his opinion (Argynbaev, 2005:10). Through these studies, we can say that he laid the
foundation for the scientific direction of Zhanibekov studies.

The research of B. Adyrbek (Adyrbek, 2009: 15-21), who studied the socio-political activity
and scientific heritage of statesman in his dissertation that became a reference point for subsequent
research. Researchers of the figure’s historical path mainly rely on his own works (memoirs and
works). Z. Zhakisheva’s works (Zhakisheva, 2021) contain new information about U. Zhanibekov’s
establishing contacts with the international cultural organizations of UNESCO on issues of historical
relics and monuments in Kazakhstan and his active participation in including the Mausoleum of
Khoja Ahmed Yasawi in the World Heritage List as a historical, cultural and architectural monument.
The research work, guided by the principles of personalisation, considers the figure’s activities the
civil service from a historical aspect.

An outstanding writers and statesmen as A. Kekilbayuly (Kekilbayuly, 1998) and Sh. Murtaza
(Murtaza, 1998), academician of the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
literary scholar S. Kirabayev (Kirabayev, 2001), K. Ergobek (Kulbek Ergobek...), historian G. Oten
(Oten, 2015), professor, museologist M. Kozha (Kozha, 2023), S. Kerimbay (Kerimbay...) and other
scientists, statesmen, public figures, and literary scholars devoted their research about the scientist-
activist from various scientific points.
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Researching the personalisation of outstanding figures continues to this day. The attention of
historians and writers, archaeologists and ethnologists, museum experts and art historians,
philosophers and political scientists, teachers is focused on studying the legacy and political and civil
loyalty of the scientist-activist, and the complex studies are being conducted. We set out to reveal
only a certain side of the historical figure.

Results

The analysis object of our article is U. Zhanibekov’s creative heritage. His works and the
conclusions contained on Kazakh ethnology have scientific significance. In particular, the book that
describes the Kazakh yurt, considering it a mobile dwelling, decorative and applied art, examples of
national clothing and crafts help the reader to immerse himself in the meaningful world of the material
culture of Kazakh people (Zhanibekov, 1995: 15-25). The author presents a module on the
reconstruction of hard-wall housing, blacksmith shop, as well as national clothing of the southern
regions of our country. The book is rich in illustrative material, including masterpieces of folk artists
and craftsmen of the XVII-XX centuries from museum and private collections of Kazakhstan.

It is obvious that U. Zhanibekov is a unique figure who occupies a special place in the spiritual
life of the Kazakh people and made an invaluable contribution to the revival of national culture. His
creative activity became a comprehensive and large-scale phenomenon, covering the fields of
ethnology, arts and crafts, architecture, museum work, national music and education. The value of
the creative materials that formed the basis of his works is not only a source, but also spiritual
experiences that gave impetus to modern culture and national self-awareness.

U. Zhanibekov, first of all, paved a special way in the revival of Kazakh ethnography and
cultural heritage. For the first time in our country, he developed a systematic scientific approach to
folk applied art, collected the rich traditions of nomadic culture and brought them into the modern
cultural space. The ethnographic expeditions organized by him were unique creative projects that
systematically studied and documented the life, customs and traditions, crafts of the Kazakh people,
and introduced them into scientific circulation. As a result of these works, materials of great value
and educational significance were collected. Proof of this is his works as “Kazakh clothes”.

The creative activity of the scientist-activist was not limited to the scientific mission, but
continued with specific practical projects. In particular, the reconstruction of the mausoleum
of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi is one of the great events that raise the national spirit. During this work,
U. Zhanibekov revived the traditional school of craftsmanship. He united architects, decorators,
carpenters and bricklayers, and organized special expeditions to preserve Kazakh patterns in the
architecture of the mausoleum. The materials and data collected within this project were preserved as
a valuable creative heritage and rich experience in the field of national architecture and restoration.

During his tenure as head of the Ministry of Culture (1977-1988), U. Zhanibekov made an
outstanding contribution to the development of national musical art. He revived folk instruments and
breathed new life into traditional music, creating the folk orchestra “Otyrar sazy” and the folk
ensembles “Sherter”, “Adyrna”, and “Altynai”. The orchestra’s repertoire included ancient Kazakh
kuis (ethnic music), zhyr-terme (poetry genre), and thus the forgotten musical heritage was revived
and returned to the stage. This was a great creative revolution in the history of the national music.
The orchestra’s work was not only performing, but also became a creative platform for demonstrating
the results of ethnomusicological research.

U. Zhanibekov’s artistic and historical knowledge were also reflected in the popularization of
folk craftsmen. He recognized examples of Kazakh crafts not only as museum exhibits, but also as
an important part of modern culture. Many exhibitions organized by him were major creative works
that raised folk art to a professional level. The products presented at these exhibitions as saukele,
embroidered kimeshek, syrmak, kebezhe, and adalbakan were all decorated with traditional
ornaments and demonstrated a combination of artistic taste and historical knowledge.

Another direction of creative materials was the restoration of national costumes and studying
of them from scientific point. The aesthetic and functional features of traditional Kazakh costumes
were studied and introduced into stage culture and museum expositions. He also took many initiatives
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to create historical and artistic images, using national costumes in theatre and cinema. His creative
work in this area has become a valuable source of information for scholars in the field of fashion and
art history.

As aresult of U. Zhanibekov’s long-term work, national museum work has risen to a new level.
Ethnographic museums have been created in each region of Kazakhstan under his direct leadership,
clearly demonstrating regional features and the unity of Kazakh culture. His creative initiatives in the
formation of museum funds, especially the active participation of local craftsmen and residents, the
implementation of the principle “from people to people” were assessed as a rational way to preserve
the living form of traditional culture. Museum exhibits did not remain just symbols of the past, but
were included in the category of creative sources that have substantive and aesthetic value for modern
society.

U. Zhanibekov’s creative initiatives were widely promoted in the media. He shared his thoughts
about national self-awareness and culture on TV and radio programs, periodicals, making conclusions
about his creative ideas. The creative legacy of the scientist-activist covered not only the culture, but
also directly influenced the formation of national ideology. Through his creative activities he made a
great contribution to the formation of the historical memory of future generations, the preservation of
national identity, and the development of artistic knowledge. His concept of “Spiritual heritage as a
support of nationality” has become a vital principle of the cultural policy of independent Kazakhstan
today. One of its manifestations is the adoption and implementation of the state program “Cultural
Heritage”.

The materials about U. Zhanibekov activities are the result of his great mission aimed at the
revival of the spiritual treasures of the Kazakh people, the systematization of cultural heritage and the
development of national art. These materials are spiritual and creative wealth of great value and
profound educational significance not only for history, but also for the present and future generations.
Each of his works is evidence of the genuine revival of national culture, and his creative heritage has
become an eternal beacon of Kazakh spirituality. The ideas and scientific conclusions of the scientist-
activist, who completed his official activity as the Secretary of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Kazakhstan for ideology (1988—1991) regarding the formation of national
identity in Soviet times, were continued in the political and ideological activities of the independent
society. As an example, we can cite the program “Orientation: the spiritual revival of the future”. It
can be assumed that this program is based on U. Zhanibekov’s ideas about the revival of national
values.

It can be noted that during this period the figure was the initiator of the official celebration of
“Nauryz”, the traditional holiday of the Turkic peoples. In 1920, being the head of the government of
the Turkestan ASSR, T. Ryskulov issued an official decree declaring “Nauryz” a national holiday.
However, the holiday, celebrated as a national holiday in 1925 on the initiative of the second secretary
of the Regional Committee of the Party of the Kazakh people S. Kozhanov, who achieved national
and territorial integrity, was completely excluded due to the political doctrine of Goloshchekin’s
“Little October”. By violating this ban established by the Soviet government and returning the holiday
“Nauryz” to the people as part of the reconstruction, U. Zhanibekov was not only the generator, but
also the direct executor of national idea. Today, “Nauryz” has become a common holiday for the
Turkic peoples and the pinnacle of intangible culture.

His initiative to rehabilitate national figures such as M. Dulatov, J. Aimauytov,
M. Zhumabayev, Sh. Kudaiberdiuly, whose names were forbidden to be mentioned by the Soviet
government, also demonstrates his political will that glorified national interests.

The creation of the International society of the Kazakh language, which received nationwide
support, and the publication “Ana tili” (Native language), which became a whole spiritual and cultural
phenomenon in the national press, also became a manifestation of the practical implementation of
U. Zhanibekov’s scientific findings and ideas regarding national identity.

At present, the Kazakh civilization is beginning to be recognized in world public opinion as an
integral part of the Turkic civilization. In this regard, the statement that “the Turkic civilization, in all
its features of activity... is a passionate civilization” (Feyziev 2019: 15), the restoration and
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glorification of cultural heritage is of great importance in determining the Kazakh civilization as
passionate inhabitants of the Great Steppe. Based on the statement that “religious and spiritual
archetypes are also considered one of the main values of civilization” (Tursun, 2025: 167), we assess
the significance of U. Zhanibekov’s great contribution in the restoration of the mausoleums
of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi and Arystan-bab not only as architectural monuments, but their historical
mission, as a contribution to the foundation of the Turkic civilization.

Furthermore, the materials and works written by U. Zhanibekov himself include the collection
of memoirs. There is a collection of two books called “Tagdyr Tagylymy” (Lessons of destiny), which
contains information about his works, his contribution to the revival and development of the history
and culture of the Kazakh people. Of course, since these memoirs were written by U. Zhanibekov
himself, their appearance as a source, the real prerequisites and level of reliability as historical
materials are high (Oten, 2015: 28). U. Zhanibekov’s career path, which began as a rural school
teacher, rose to the positions of first secretary of the Keles district committee of the Komsomol (1955—
1956), secretary of the Shymkent regional committee of the Komsomol (1956-1961), first secretary
of the Central Committee of the Young Communist League of Kazakhstan (1961-1970), secretary of
the Turgai regional committee of the Communist Party of Kazakhstan (1970-1975), head of the
department of external relations of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Kazakhstan
(1975-1977). The life of the figure that came to power throughout the entire period of socio-political
development of our country is exemplary in terms of interaction with the people, concern for the
needs of the country, despite various difficulties. Therefore, memories of such a meaningful personal
life path are also important in the personalization of the figure.

Being historical documents of that time, U. Zhanibekov’s works can serve the development of
national consciousness. In his memoirs and works, he asserts that the preservation and glorification
of Kazakh national traditions and customs develops the culture and spirituality of the people
(Zhanibekov, 1996: 40-45). It is also worth emphasizing that his memoirs are a very valuable
historical document not only from the point of personal biographical history, but also from the point
of development stages of the history of culture and art at the time he lived. The task of modern science
is to seek out the necessary information from such a valuable cultural heritage and systematically use
it, drawing new conclusions.

Another important source is the letters that U. Zhanibekov wrote to his contemporaries and
close friends. His letters to archaeologist Mukhtar Kozha have become the most important historical
source today (Kozha, 2023:140). In one of his letters to M. Kozha, he spoke about Otyrar: “I agree
with what you said about the importance of the Otyrar civilization for us. There is no doubt that this
is the place where the Kazakh people first began to form. There are still many pages of our history
written with the tears of our people that have not yet been revealed. There will be young people like
you who will discover them. I will do everything to ensure that your book in “Rauan” is published as
soon as possible. I hope that my book “Uakyt kerueni” (Caravan of time) will be published soon.
There is a special section called “Otyrar civilization and we”. It would be appropriate if you read it
and expressed your opinion in press”’ (Kozha, 2023:141). Analyzing these letters, it is easy to
understand that he took a very responsible attitude towards national history, culture and museum
affairs until the last days of his life.

The next group of historical data, documentary and scientific materials about U. Zhanibekov’s
life and socio-political activities are periodicals. Periodicals provided valuable information about his
activities and creativity during his lifetime. There are some articles published in newspapers and
magazines, characterizing his active work in the cultural sphere. His works in periodicals are
materials that defended the interests of the Kazakh people, despite the pressure of the Soviet system
(Zhanibekov, 1984: 68—69).

Publications in periodicals can also provide valuable information as a source in personalization.
The closest periodicals to him were “Kazakh adebieti (Kazakh Literature), “Ana tili”
(Native language) and other national publications. In his articles he could express his thoughts,
despite the political conflicts between the Soviet ideology and the political elite of that time
(Zhanibekov, 1988: 1-2). In his works, U. Zhanibekov conveyed his thoughts on the customs and
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traditions, national heritage, and historical memory. He expressed his proposals for the revival of
cultural values that were beginning to be forgotten. His publications attracted the attention of the
masses to national history and cultural heritage.

In the Soviet periodical press, according to the established tradition, only official publications
about statesmen were published. For example, “Socialist Kazakhstan™ limited itself to publishing the
order on the appointment of U.Zhanibekov as Minister of Culture of the Kazakh SSR
(Socialist Kazakhstan, 1987: 4). However, we believe that collecting, grouping publications about
U. Zhanibekov in Soviet publications, and introducing them into scientific circulation will be a task
for the future. After all, even the smallest detail is important in historical personalization.

Today we can say that personalisation of U. Zhanibekov can be found in the memoirs of his
contemporaries. The first published collection of memoirs “Rukh sarbazy” (Soldier of the spirit)
about U. Zhanibekov (Rukh sarbazy...) has the highest documentary value. This collection contains
all... memoirs. The writers of the memoirs such as Abish Kekilbayuly, Sherkhan Murtaza, Serik
Kirabayev, and Mikhail Yesenaliev, who are no longer with us, glorified Uzbekali Zhanibekov’s
patriotism.

Conclusion

We believe that the scientific hypotheses we put forward have been confirmed. In particular,
by analyzing archival documents and memoirs of contemporaries, personalize Uzbekali Zhanibekov
as a “‘scientist-activist”. As one of the results of the scientific work, a scientific reconstruction has
been carried out by using the biographical method and the foundations of the scientific direction of
Zhanibekov studies in historical personalistics have been identified.

We conclude that the national ideas in the experience of Uzbekali Zhanibekov’s socio-political
activity and creativity are of current importance that determines the direction of development of
today’s Kazakh society.
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