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BAC PEJAKTOP
KaobuinunoB 3usidex EpMyKaHy/IbI — Tapux FBUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOpPHI, pogeccop, KP YFA kopp.-mymieci, KP FIXKBM FK
[I.II. YenuxaHoB aThiHAaFbl Tapux KOHE 3THOJIOTHS UHCTUTYTHIHBIH JUpeKTophl (Kazakcran).

PEJAKINUAJIBIK AJIKA
Asran Bypkir0aii Feamanynbl — Tapux FhUIBIMAAPBIHBIH J10KTOPBL, podeccop, KP FIKBM FK MemiekeT Tapuxbl HHCTUTYTHI
JPEKTOPBIHBIH opbIHOacapsl. (Ka3axcran).
Oaimbaii Hypcan — Tapux FeUIBIMAApBIHBIH KaHaunaTel, npodeccop, LI, VenuxaHoB aTbiHaarsl Tapux »oHE STHOJIOTHS
WHCTUTYTBIHBIH ~ 0ac FeUIbIMH KbI3MeTKepi (KazakcraH).
90in EpkiH AMaH:KOIYJIBI — TapuXx FBUIBIMIAPBIHBIH A0KTOPHI, Tipodeccop, KP BFM FK Memieker Tapuxbl HHCTHTYTHIHBIH
nupekropsl. (Kazakcran).
Bepuep Kynthua (Werner, Cynthia) — tapux FeUTBIMAapBIHBIH TOKTOPHIL, Tipodeccop, Texac ynusepcureri, (AKLI).
I'oapnen Katru Crpomaiin (Kathie Stromile Golden) — PhD, Muccucunu eHipiik MeMIIeKeTTiK yHuBepcuTeTi (Mississippi
Valley State University) (AKIL).
Kopibaes Bepeker BakbIT:KaHYJbl — TapuX FbUIBIMAAPBIHBIH JOKTOpPBL, mpodeccop, KP YFA axanemuri, On-®apabu
aTbiHJarbl Kazak yaTThIK yHUBepcuTeTi, «Ka3akcran Tapuxbl» kadenpacbiHbIH MeHrepymici. (Kazakcran).
Ko:xkamxapoBa [lapusi IlepHemKbI3bl — TapuX FbUIBIMIAPBIHBIH TOKTOpHI, mpodeccop, KP YFA akanemuri, M. Oye3oB
ateiaarel OHTYCTiK Kaszakcran yauBepcuterinig pektopsl. (Kaszakcran).
Ko:xuposa Cpersiana BacueBHa — cascaTTaHy FhUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHI, podeccop, @ymaan YuusepcureTinin Kpitail xoHe
Opranblk A3USHBI 3epTTey OpTalbIFbIHBIH MeH «ActaHay XFK Gipnecken nupekrops! (Kazaxcran).
Jaiinep Anexcanap (Diener Alexander) — Tapux FeUIBIMAAPLIHBIH JOKTOPEL, podeccop. Kanzac ynusepcuteri, (AKIL).
Kexe6aesa I'yxayhap KakeHKbI3bl — Tapux FbUIBIMJIAPBIHBIH JOKTOpHL, Npodeccop, Abail arsiHmarsl Kazak YAITTBIK
Hearorukansik yHusepeuteTi. (Kasakcran).
KeMmexoB Bonat EmmyxameayJibl — Tapux FUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPHL, podeccop, KP YFA axanemuri, On-®apaOu aThIHIaFb!
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FBUTBIMH-3€PTTEY OPTAIBIFBIHBIH aFa FRUTbIME KbisMeTkepi IRCICA — Islsm Tarih, Sanat ve Kblter Arastirma Merkezi. (Typkus).
PumanTtac Kensuc (ielvys Rimantas) — Tapux FbUIBIMIAPBIHBIH JOKTOPBI, Tpodeccop, BuibHIOC menarorukaibIk
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Cmaryinos Opa3zak CMaFylyibl — TapuxX FeUIBIMAAPBIHEIH TOKTOpEL, mpodeccop, KP YFA akanmemmuri, bamoH FhuteIM
aKaJeMHACHIHBIH Kopp.-mymreci, [II.III. YonuxaHoB aTHIHAAFEl CHIANBIKTBHIH JIAypeaTsl, FRUIBIM MEH TeXHHKaHBIH €HOEK CiHipTreH
Kaipatkepi, JI.LH. I'ymunes ateinnarsl Eypasus ynaTTsIK yHUBEpcUTeTiHIH mpodeccopsl. (KazakcTan).
CoiabikoB Epian Barramynbl — Tapux FhUIBIMAAPBIHBIH TOKTOPHI, npodeccop, JI.H. I'ymunes atbingarsl Eypasus yaTTeik
yYHUBEpCUTETIHIH pekTopsl. (KazakcTan).
Taiimaram0eToB 7Koken KoskaxmeTybl — Tapux FBUIBIMAApPBIHBIH AOKTOpHI, mpodeccop, KP YFA akamemuri, KP YnrThiK
my3eiti. (Kasakcran).

KAYAITHI PEAJAKTOP
Kaun6aeBa Aiinaryn ToaraH0alKbI3bl — TapuX  FHUIBIMAAPBIHBIH ~ KaHJUIATHI, KaybIMJACTBIpbUIFAH  mpodeccop,
HI.III. YonuxaHoB aThIHAAFBI Tapux jKoHE 3THOJOTHS HHCTUTYTHIHBIH JKETEKII FUTBIMU Kbi3MeTkepi. (Ka3zakcTaH).

FBIJIBIMU PEJAKTOPJIAP
Ko3bi6aeBa Maxa66at Mauikkbi3bl — PhD, IILIII. YonuxaHoB aTeiHAaFel Tapux »XOHE 3THOJIOTHMS MHCTUTYTHIHBIH AcTaHa
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KanaeBa Aiixxan ToKaHKBI3bI — Tapux FBHUIBIMIApPBIHBIH AOKTOPHI, mpodeccop, IILII. YeomuxaHoB ateiHmarsl Tapux sxoHe
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KAYANTHI XATHIBI
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IJIABHBIN PEJAKTOP
KaoyabaunoB 3usioek EpMyxaHoBHY — JIOKTOp MCTOpPHYECKUX Hayk, mpodeccop, wi.-kopp. HAH PK, aupekrop MucTHTyTa
uctopuu u dtHONorkK UM. Y.U. Bamuxanosa KH MHBO PK (Kazaxcran).

PEJAKIIMOHHAS KOJUIEI'UA
Anumbaii Hypcan — KaHIUIaT UCTOPUYECKUX HAyK, Ipodeccop, IIaBHbIH HaydHbld coTpyaHuK HMHCTHTyTa HCTOpUH U
stHonoruu uM. Y. Y. Banuxanosa (Kazaxcran).
Aouapr EpkHH AMaHKOJ0BHY — JOKTOP HMCTOPHYECKHX HaykK, mpodeccop, aupekTop WHCTUTYTa HCTOPUHM TOCyIapCTBa
KH MHBO PK (Kazaxcrtan).
Asiran Bypkut6aii ['etMaHOBHY — JOKTOp MCTOPHYECKHX HAyK, Mpodeccop, 3aMecTUTeb IupekTopa MHCTHTyTa MCTOpUH
rocynapctea KH MHBO PK (Kazaxcran).
Bepuep Cuntus (Werner, Cynthia) — noxrop ucropuueckux Hayk, mpodeccop. Texacckuii yausepcurer, (CIIA).
Tonpen Katrm Crpomaiin (Kathie Stromile Golden) — PhD, TocynapcTBEeHHBIM YHHUBEpCHUTET JOJMMHBI MHCCHCHITH
(Mississippi Valley State University) (CLIIA).
Jaiinep Anexcanap (Diener Alexander) — 10KTOp HCTOPUYECKUX HAYK, Ipodeccop. Kanzacckuii yausepcuret, (CILA).
Hcmarynos Opa3zak McemarynoBuy — JIOKTOp UCTOpUYECKUX Hayk, npodeccop, akagemuk HAH PK, unen-kopp. BonoHckoit
akaJieMUH Hayk, jaypeaT npemun uM. Y.U. BanuxaHoBa, 3aciy)KeHHbBIH JedTellb HAYKH M TEXHHKH, mpodeccop EBpasuiickoro
HarmoHanbpHOTO yHHBepcuTeTra nmenn JI.H. I'ymunesa (Kazaxcran).
Kapu6aeB bepeker BaxbIT:kaHOBHY — JIOKTOP UCTOPHUECKUX HayK, podeccop, akanemuk HAH PK, 3aBenyronmii kadenpoit
uctopun Kazaxcrana, Kazaxckuii HAllMOHANBHBIA YHUBEPCUTET UM. aib-DPapadu (Kazaxcran).
Koxamskaposa [lapus IlepHelmoBHAa — JIOKTOp HCTOpHYECKHX Hayk, npodeccop, akagemuk HAH PK, pexrop IOxHo-
Kazaxcranckoro ynusepcurera umM. M. Ayazoa (Ka3zaxcran).
Koxupoa Cperiiana BacueBHa — JOKTOp HOJMTHYECKUX Hayk, mpodeccop, comupekrop Llenrpa uccienoBanus Kutas u
Hentpansuoit Asuu @ynansckoro VYHuBepcurera u MHK «Actana», pykoBomurens lleHTpa KuTalickux U a3MaTCKUX
nccnenoannii (Kazaxcran).

KokeboaeBa TI'yuabixayxap KakeHoBHa — JOKTOp HCTOpHYECKHX Hayk, mpodeccop Kazaxckoro HaIlMoOHaIBLHOTO
regarorndeckoro yaupepcutera nmeHun Abas. (Kazaxcran).
Kymeko bBoaar Emmyxam6eTroBM4 — JOKTOp WCTOpPUYECKHX Hayk, mpodeccop, akanemuk HAH PK, mupekrop

MeXayHapoAHOrO MHCTUTYTa KHIMYaKoBeAeHMs Ka3axckoro HalMOHAJIBHOIO YHHBEpcHTeTa MMeHH anb-Dapabu, mpodeccop
EBpasuiickoro HannoHanbHoro yuusepcurera umenu JI.H. I'ymunesa (Kasaxcran).

MartbikanoB Kem:kexan CuasiMkaHOBHY — JOKTOp (DMIIONIOTHYECKMX Hayk, mnpogeccop, wi.-kopp. HAH PK, nupexrop
WuctuTyTa nmuteparypsl 1 uckyccTBa uM. M. Ayazosa (Kazaxcrah).

Moppucon Anexcanap (Morrison Alexander) — PhD, npodeccop Oxchopckoro yansepcutera (BemkodpuTtanus).
MymunnoB Ammpoek KypO0aHoBHY — JOKTOp HCTOpHYECKMX HayK, npodeccop, cTapmidii Hay4YHBIH COTPYIHUK
HccneoBaTenbeKOro IIEHTpa MCIaMCKO# MCTopnH, MekycetBa n KymbTypsl. IRCICA — Islam Tarih, Sanat ve Kiiltiir Arastirma
Merkezi. (Typrumst).

Pumanrtac JKenBuc (Zelvys Rimantas) — [0KTOp Nemaroruueckux Hayk, npodeccop, BHIBHIOCCKHN TeJaroruuecKuit
yHuBepcuteT (JIutsa).
CamameB 3aiiHonna CamameBM4 — apxeojor, JOKTOP HCTOPUYECKMX Hayk, mpodeccop, wi.-kopp. I['epmanckoro

apXeoJIOTHYeCKOro nHeTuTyTa. MHCTUTYT apxeonorun uM. A. Maprynana KH MHBO PK (Ka3zaxcran).
CoinbikoB Epaan BarrameBu4 — JOKTOp HCTOpHYECKHX Hayk, mpodeccop, akamemuk HAH PK, pexrop Epasmiickoro
HanuoHanbHoro yHusepcurera uM. JI.H. I'ymunesa (Kazaxcran).
TaiimaramoetoB ’Kaken KoxkaxmMeToBHY — JOKTOp HCTOPUYECKHX Hayk, mpodeccop, akanemuk HAH PK, HaunonanbHbIi
myseii PK (Kazaxcran).

OTBETCTBEHHBII PEJIAKTOP
Kaun6aesa Ajinaryiab ToaranfaeBHa — KaHAWAAT UCTOPUYECKUX HAyK, BEAYLIUH HAy4YHbIH cOTpyaHUK MHCTUTYTa HCcTOpUU U
sTHONoTMM UM. U.Y. Banuxanosa (Kazaxcran).

HAYYHBIE PEJAKTOPBI

Ko3bi6aeBa Maxa66ar MamukoBHa — PhD, nmupekrop ¢unmana B r. Acrana HMHCTUTyTa WCTOPUH W OTHOJOTUH WM.
U.Y. Banuxanosa (Ka3zaxcran).
KanaeBa Aiixxan TokaHoBHa — JOKTOpP UCTOPHYECKHX HayK, podeccop, IIaBHBIA HAy4HBIH COTPYIHUK MHCTUTYTa HCTOPHH
u atHoNorun uM. U.Y. Banuxanosa. (Kazaxcran).
Ky6eer Pycrem J[IxkayJibi0aiiysibl — HayuyHbli CcOTpyJHUK MHCTUTyTa ucropuu u H3THoioruu um. Y.Y. Bamuxanosa
(Kazaxcran).

OTBETCTBEHHbBII1 CEKPETAPH
Kanukpi3el Payman — muaanmmii Hay4Helid cOTpynHUK MHCTHTYTA McTopuu U 3THOIoruu uM. U.Y. Banuxanosa (KazaxcraH).

- ==



Edu.e-history.kz 2023. 10 (1)

ISSN 2710-3994 (online)
Founder and publisher: RSE on REM “Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology" of the
Committee of Science of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan

The scientific journal is registered at the Committee for Communications, Informatization and
Information of the Ministry for Investments and Development of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
registration certificate: No. 14602-11A dated October 29, 2014. The journal is published 4 times a year
(in electronic format).

The journal publishes scientific works in the following areas of historical science: history (world
history and history of Kazakhstan), source studies and historiography, archeology, ethnology,
anthropology.

Publication languages: Kazakh, Russian, English.

Editorial and publisher address:

28 Shevchenko Str., 050010, Almaty, Republic of Kazakhstan

RSE on REM Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology CS MSHE of the Republic of
Kazakhstan

Tel.: +7 (727) 261-67-19, +7 (727) 272-47-59

E-mail: edu.history@bk.ru.

Journal website: https://edu.e-history.kz

© Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology, 2023
© Group of authors, 2023



https://edu.e-history.kz/

Edu.e-history.kz 2023. 10 (1)

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Kabuldinov Ziabek Ermukhanovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Corresponding Member of the National Academy of
Sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Director of Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology SC MSHE RK (Kazakhstan).

EDITORIAL BOARD
Alimbay Nursan — Candidate of Historical Sciences, Professor, Chief Researcher at the Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and
Ethnology (Kazakhstan).
Abil Yerkin Amanzholovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Director of the Institute of History of the State CS MES RK
(Kazakhstan).
Ayagan Burkitbai Gelmanovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Deputy Director of the Institute of History of the State SC
MSHE RK (Kazakhstan).
Werner, Cynthia — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Texas university, (USA).
Golden Kathie Stromile — PhD, Mississippi Valley State University (USA).
Ismagulov Orazak Ismagulovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the National Academy of Sciences of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, Corresponding Member of Bologna Academy of Sciences, winner of Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Award, Honored
Worker of Science and Technology, Professor of L.N. Gumilyov University (Kazakhstan).
Karibayev Bereket Bakhytzhanovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the National Academy of Sciences
of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Head of the Department of History of Kazakhstan, Al-Farabi Kazakh National University (Kazakhstan).
Kozhamzharova Daria Perneshovna — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the NAS of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, rector of the M. Auezov South Kazakhstan University (Kazakhstan).
Kozhirova Svetlana Bassievna — Doctor of Political Science, Professor, Co-Director of the Center for the Study of China and Central
Asia of Fudan University and the International Scientific Complex of the National Company "Astana”, Head of the Center for Chinese
and Asian Studies (Kazakhstan).
Diener Alexander — Doctor of Political Science, Professor, University of Kansas, (USA).
Kokebayeva Gulzhaukhar Kakenovna — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor at the Abai Kazakh National Pedagogical
University. (Kazakhstan).
Kumekov Bolat Eshmukhambetovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the National Academy of Sciences
of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Director of the International Institute of Kipchak Studies of the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University,
Professor at L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University (Kazakhstan).
Matyzhanov Kenzhekhan Slyamzhanovich — Doctor of Philology, Professor, Corresponding Member of the NAS RK, Director of
M. Auezov Institute of Literature and Art (Kazakhstan).
Morrison Alexander — PhD, Professor, University of Oxford (UK).
Muminov Ashirbek Kurbanovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Senior Researcher at the Research Center for Islamic
History, Artand Culture. IRCICA (Islsm Tarih, Sanat ve Kbltsr Arastirma Merkezi). (Turkey).
Rimantas Zelvys — Doctor of Pedagogical Sciences, Professor, Vilnius Pedagogical University (Lithuania).
Samashev Zainolla Samashevich — archaeologist, Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Corresponding Member of German
Archaeological Institute. A. Marghulan Institute of Archeology SC MSHE RK (Kazakhstan).
Sydykov Erlan Battashevich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the National Academy of Sciences of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, Rector of L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University (Kazakhstan).
Taimagambetov Zhaken Kozhakhmetovich — Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Academician of the National Academy of
Sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan, National Museum of the Republic of Kazakhstan (Kazakhstan).

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Kaipbayeva Ainagul Tolganbayevna — Candidate of Historical Sciences, leading researcher at Ch.Ch. Valikahnov Institute of History
and Ethnology (Kazakhstan). E-mail:aina__78@mail.ru

ACADEMIC EDITOR
Kozybayeva Makhabbat Malikovna — PhD, Director of Astana branch of the Ch.Ch. Valikahnov Institute of History and Ethnology
(Kazakhstan).
Kapaeva Aizhan Tokanovna— Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Chief Researcher at the Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History
and Ethnology. (Kazakhstan).
Kubeyev Rustem Dzhaulybayuly — researcher at Ch.Ch. Valikahnov Institute of History and Ethnology (Kazakhstan).

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Zhalikyzy Raushan — Master in humanitarian sciences, junior researcher at Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology
(Kazakhstan). E-mail: rosh85@mail.ru

- ==


https://e.mail.ru/compose/?mailto=mailto%3akabulzia@rambler.ru
mailto:rosh85@mail.ru

Edu.e-history.kz 2023. 10 (1)

AHTPOIIOJIOI'UA / ANTHROPOLOGY

Published in the Republic of Kazakhstan
Edu.e-history.kz

Has been issued as a journal since 2014
ISSN 2710-3994.

Vol. 10. Is. 1, pp. 194-204, 2023

Journal homepage: https://edu.e-history.kz

FTAXP / MPHTHU / IRSTI 03.41.91
https://doi.org/10.51943/2710-3994_2023_33_1_194-204
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Abstract. Introduction. The article is dedicated to the analysis of one category of archaeological
artifact — a bronze sickle-scythe. The sickle-scythe was found during archaeological exploration in the
field season of 2022 in the Burabay district of the Akmola region. The article gives a complete
description and discusses the functional purpose of the sickle-scythe. The tool is considered as an item
used in the post-burial ritual performed on the territory of the burial ground, and is interpreted as one of
the items intended for offering to deities. Goals and Objectives. What traditions were used when
burying the bronze sickle-scythe from the Burabay region? What religious and social ideas of the
inhabitants of these regions were embodied in the performance of such a ceremony? These and other
questions are the focus of this research. Results. The cultural and historical affiliation of the monument
is attributed to the Nura archaeological culture. This work also remarks the change of tradition in burial
practice. Conclusions. The authors propose a hypothesis about the spread of the cremation process, in
connection with which the number of metal objects in the set of grave goods decreases. They are
replaced by offerings in the form of vessels with food and the use of metal objects in post-burial
practice. Special sacrificial places on the territory of the burial ground, where ritual offerings were
made, emphasize the originality of the Nura archaeological culture.

Keywords: Burabay, Bronze Age, Nura archaeological culture, burial ground, burial, cremation,
sickle-scythe
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Anparna. Kipicne. Makana apxeoJorusiblK apredakTiHiH Oip KaTeropuscbl OOJbI TaObLIATHIH
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OapbIChIHIA TaOBUIIBL. 3epmmeyoiy makcamol Hcane minoemmepi. JKyMbICTa OpaK-IIATFBIHBIH TOJIBIK,
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XKepJaeyJleH KeWIHr1 paciMlie KOJNJaHbUIATBIH 3aT PpEeTIHAE KapacThIpbUIaJ bl >KOHE KyJAaijaapra
KypOaHIBIK IIalyFa apHaJFaH 3aTTapiblH Oipi peTiHzae TyciHuipineai. Homuowcenep. EckepTKIITIH
MOJICHU-TAPUXHU KATHICTBUIBIFBl HYpa apXeOoJOTHSUIBIK MOJACHUETIHE JKaTKbI3bUIABL. JKyMBICTa Kepiey
TOXIpUOECIH/ET1 A9CTYPAIH e3repyine Oaca Hazap ayAaphliajibl. ABTOp KpeMalus YAEpiCiHIH Tapadysl
KaIIbl 0OJKAMBIH YCBIH/IBI, OMTKEHI JKepiiey KypaillapbIiHbIH )KUBIHTHIFBIHIA METAJL 3aTTaP/AbIH CaHBI
azasapl. Omap TaraM cajblHFaH KbIII BIABICTapbl TYPIHIAErT KypOaHIBIKTApDMEH >KOHE JKepieyAeH
KeWiHri ToxipuOene MeTaul 3arTapibl KOJJAaHYMEH aybICTBIPBUIAIBl. Kopwimuinovl. FYpBINTHIK
TapTyJap jkKacalfaH KOPbIM ayMarblHAAFbl apHailbl KYpOaHIBIK OpBIHAApPBl HYpa apXeOoJOTHsUIBIK
MOJIEHUAETIHIH epEeKIIeTITiH KepceTe/i.
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AnHoTanus. Beedenue. CTaThs MOCBSIIEHA aHATU3Y OJHOM KaTETOPUHU apXeoJOTUUECKOro apTedakTa
— OpoH30Boro cepna-kocsl. Cepn-koca ObUT HaliZIEH B XO/1€ MIPOBECHUSI apXE0JIOTHUYECKOI pa3Belku
B nosieBoM ce3oHe 2022 roaa Ha tepputopun bypabaiickoro paiiona AkmonnHcko# o0nactu. B pabore
JaHbl TOJHOE omnMucaHue |  (QYHKIMOHAJIbHOE IMpeaHa3HaueHue cepna-kocsl. Cepm-koca
paccmaTpuBaeTcs Kak IMpeIMeT, MCIOJb3yeMBbI B IOCTIOTpeOaJbHOM pUTyalle, COBEpLIAEMOM Ha
TEPPUTOPUU MOTWIBHHKA, U HHTEPIPETUPYETCA KaK OAMH W3 IPEIMETOB, NPEJHA3HAYECHHBIX IS
nojaHoueHus OoxectBaM. [lenv u 3adauu uccrnedosanus. Kakue Tpaauluu HCIOJIB30BAIUCH TPU
3aXOpOHEHHH OpOH30BOW cepnoBUIHON Kockl M3 bypabaiickoro paitona? Kakue penuruosssie u
CoLlMaJIbHbIE MPEACTABICHUS KHUTEJEH ITUX PErMOHOB BOIUIOIIAIUCH B COBEPILIEHUU TAaKOro oopsaa?
OTu U Apyrue BONPOCHl HAaXOAATCS B LIEHTPE BHUMAaHHUS HACTOSAIIETO MCCIENOBaHUsA. Pesynvmamul.
KynbpTypHO-UCTOpHUECKasi MPUHAMJIEKHOCTh NMaMSATHUKA OTHECEHAa K HYPHUHCKOW apXeoJOornyeckoit
KynbType. B paboTe akueHTHpyeTcs BHUMaHHE HAa U3MEHEHUHU TPAJAULUHU B MOrpedaIbHON MpakTHKE.
ABTOpOM BBIIBUHYTa TUIIOT€3a O PACHpPOCTPAHEHUHU Ipollecca KpemaluH, B CBs3U, Ye€M B Habope
norpe0aJbHOr0 MHBEHTAps] YMEHBIIAETCS KOJIMYECTBO METATMUECKUX MpeaMeToB. OHU 3aMEHSIOTCS
MOJHOIICHHUSMHA B BHJE COCYJOB C MHIIEH U HCHOJIb30BAaHUEM METAUIMUECKUX IPEIMETOB B
nocTrnorpedanbHOl  MpakTHKe. Bwisoosi. CreuuanbHble >KEPTBEHHbIE MecTa Ha TEPPUTOPHH
MOTUJIbHHUKA, TJ€ COBEPLIATNCH PUTyalbHbIE MOJHOLICHHS, MOJAYEPKUBAIOT CBOEOOpa3ne HYpUHCKOM

apXeoJIOTNYECKOU KYJbTYPBI.
KiroueBbie cioBa: bypaOaii, OpoH30BbIN BeK, HypHHCKasi apXeojorudeckasl KyJabTypa, MOTUIBHUK,
norpebeHue, Kpemarus, cepr-kKoca

Bbaaronapuocts. CraThsd TMOArOTOBIEHAa B paMKaX MPOrPaMMHO-LIENIEBOT0 (UHAHCHPOBAHUS
MunucrepcTBa KyabTypbl U criopta Pecny6nuku Kazaxcran no npoekty «B3aumopeiicTBue yenoBeka
n nanamagdra B CeBepHom KazaxcraHe Ha HayagbHOM JTafe IMepexoja K TNPOU3BOAALIECH
SKOHOMUKE» (perucTpalMOHHbIN HOMED: BR10161381).
Jas uutupoBanus. CakenoB C., bopodhdxa H. bpoH30BbIil cepn-koca — HaXo0JKa M3 OKPECTHOCTHU
Ooypadas // Edu.e-history.kz. 2023. T. 10. Ne 1. C. 194-205. (Ka3.) DOI:
10.51943/2710-3994_2023_33_1_ 194-204.

Introduction

Monuments of the 2nd millennium BC are well represented on the territory of Kazakhstan, and
this is primarily due to physical and geographical features and landscape. In archaeological science,
the monuments of the Bronze Age as a subject of study have a fairly rich history (Kukushkin, 2019).
The vast territory of Kazakhstan can be conditionally divided into three regions: Saryarka (broadly the
northern Steppe and Lake landscape), the Kazakh Altai mountains and Zhetysu (Semirechye/Seven
Rivers of south-eastern Kazakhstan), where a set of material immovable structures of the Bronze Age
is recorded, which includes the following types of monuments: settlements, burial grounds, the location
of ancient mines, quarries, petroglyphs and sanctuaries. The concentration, location density and
number of these monuments are associated with rich metal deposits and with the development of
mining and metallurgy. The evolution of mining and metallurgy in Bronze Age Kazakhstan is an
important part within the framework of the general production system of the Eurasian metallurgical
province and is assigned to the Asian zone (Grigoriyev, 2017: 30). The functioning of the Eurasian
metallurgical province covers the entire Late Bronze Age and dates from the 2nd millennium BC to the
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turn of the 2nd/1st millennium BC (Chernykh, 2014). The rich material culture revealed in the layers
of the settlement complexes of the Bronze Age of Kazakhstan is the primary source for studying the
economic and cultural types of the ancient society. In their turn, household items, weapons and jewelry
were deposited in burial features, which indicate the standard of living and social differentiation in
these regions. The source of information about ancient technologies can be the workings of paleo-metal
deposits, pyrotechnical facilities, foundry molds and final products — especially those of metal. The
development of the construction activity can be judged by the architecture of residential and burial
complexes. The religious beliefs of the ancient population are well illustrated in sanctuaries, rock
paintings, as well as in the ritual practice associated with burials or special depositions (hoards).

This study discusses a reaping tool, which was found during archaeological exploration in the
administrative territory of the Burabay district of the Akmola region in the field season of 2022.
According to the classification of metal tools by Avanesova, this find belongs to type D — sickles-
scythes (Avanesova, 1991: 22). The purpose of this article is to introduce this category of artifact into
scientific circulation with a full description, clarification of the functional purpose and cultural and
chronological affiliation.

Metal products are one of the main sources in the study of the history of the leading branches
of ancient industries that ensured the general cultural and socio-economic progress of ancient societies
(Dergachev, Bochkarev 2002; Hundt, 1955). Metal objects allow tracing the development of cultural
and trade-exchange relations of the ancient population and are a reliable indicator of relative and
absolute dating. At the same time, specifically metal objects, whether tools, weapons or jewelry, have a
high value/weight coefficient at the same time being visually remarkable, so that they fulfill the
most important criteria of status symbols (for example Clark, 1986; Hayden, 1998). In archaeological
science, several directions and concepts have developed in the study of the collection of metal objects
and treasures or hoards. The followers of the economic concept believe that metal and products made
from it were of considerable value and played a significant role in the economy of the Bronze Age.
In turn, within the framework of this concept, treasures and depositions of metal objects are clearly
classified. Each category was associated with a specialized activity, for example, treasure hoards,
founders' hoards, merchants' hoards, and personal hoards were singled out (Bochkarev, 2002: 45-47).
Followers of the votive origin of the hoards and collections of metal objects interpret them as initiatory
offerings. In some cases, they noted a certain pattern: in areas where burials with rich grave goods in
the form of metal objects were discovered, treasures are rarely found, and vice versa.

The same rite had two differences: in some cases, metal objects accompanied their owner to
the grave, while in others they were buried separately (Hundt, 1955: 95-138). According to the concept
of new archeology, they are considered as one of the demonstrations of a complex social and cultural
system (Levy, 1982). Metal in this historical period was a value and was associated with the main
spheres of society, it represented wealth, power and had sacred meaning (Eliade, 1959). The value of
the metal was widely used by the nobility to demonstrate their high social status, to consolidate and
enhance it (Bochkarev, 2002: 49). In the cultures of the Bronze Age, bronze sickle-shaped tools had a
high semiotic status, that is, they were part of a certain sign system and were used in various rituals
(Podobed et al., 2011: 303). Among these there is also a lunar symbolism, fertility (connected to
harvesting and the lunar calendar) and economically as symbolic money (a comprehensive overview in
Sommerfeld 1994, especially 3-18).

What traditions were used when burying a bronze sickle-scythe from the Burabay region? What
religious and social ideas of the inhabitants of these regions were embodied in the performance of such
a ceremony? These and other questions are the focus of this research.

Materials and methods
The article is based on archeological material (bronze sickle-scythe from the Burabay region),
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as well as the relevant maps and satellite images of the the Burabay district. The methodological basis
of the research was the collection and analysis of available archival and bibliographic materials. A new
category of artifacts was obtained in the course of archaeological exploration on the territory of the
Burabay district of the Akmola region. Methods for analyzing topographic maps using satellite images
made it possible to determine the localization of monuments, and how they fit into the surrounding
landscape organically. The comparative-historical method and the historical-dialectical approach were
used in the work. The method of analogy was applied to establish the chronology of a particular
subject. The search for analogies, the circle of which helps to establish the existence of certain
traditions and customs associated with sickle-shaped tools, allow determining the historical chronology
and historical and cultural affiliation of the artifacts.

Discussion

It is reliably known that in the second half of the 2nd millennium BC, the Kazakh Steppe
experienced a number of cultural transformations associated with the movement and development of
new lands by the Nura (Fedorovo) communities, who moved into the northern and central part of
Kazakhstan from the east. These transformations have led to significant changes. For example, in the
production of ceramics, vessels with emerging rollers appear, in the metal industry, forged metal
objects are replaced by solid cast ones, and clay molds are replaced by stone ones. Tin bronze became
widely used.

The Burabay bronze scythe demonstrates an improved form of a reaping tool that has gone
through an evolutionary path of development from primitive bladed knives to sickles with a
straightening blade and an improved method of attaching it to a handle. According to their functions,
scythes with a slightly curved blade are not intended for harvesting cereal plants; most likely, such
scythes were used to mow grass, preparing feed for livestock. This is evidenced by the design feature
of the tool, the massiveness and large size, symmetry and simple fastening of the long handle, which
made it possible to perform oscillatory movements. The landscape of the Burabay forest is
advantageous for intensive pastoralism, and the natural and climatic conditions forced the population
that lived here in the Bronze Age to procure large stocks of fodder for livestock. On the farm, the
preparation of fodder for the winter could only be more efficiently carried out with the invention of the
scythe. The evidence base regarding the use of bronze scythes for mowing grass has been repeatedly
cited in archaeological literature. In particular, in the joint work of Boroffka and Mantu-Lazarovich,
economic, statistical and experimental data on several positions are presented. The analysis of these
data allowed scientists to discuss the existence and development of haymaking in the Bronze Age
(Boroffka, Mantu-Lazarovich, 2012: 172-193).

Additional arguments in favor of the functional purpose of the Burabay bronze scythe can be
materials found among the stationary settlement complexes in the region under study. As noted above,
several permanent settlements of the Bronze Age were excavated in the study area, the materials of
which indicate the dominance of cattle breeding in the economy. Analysis of the osteological material
indicates the predominance of large and small cattle in the composition of the herd (Sakenov, 2020:
159-160; Makarova, 1970: 269-279). In the climatic conditions of Northern Kazakhstan, on severe
winter days, an additional amount of nutrition is required to maintain livestock. The stable keeping of
livestock is evidenced by the presence of wells in housing and utility complexes, which were
investigated in settlements located nearby; these are such settlements as Chaglinka (Shagalaly 1),
Shagalaly Il and Vasilkovka I. It is necessary to note the feature of cattle breeding in the northern
regions of Kazakhstan, in particular in the forest-steppe zone. In the topography of the settlement
complexes of the Bronze Age special premises intended for keeping livestock were not recorded, since
livestock could graze around the village in winter. In the summer they were driven away several tens of
kilometers from the village. Given the paleoclimatic data that shows the existence of a temperate
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climate, the ancient inhabitants were more rational and prepared food for both young animals and in
case of bad weather in the spring, during the summer and autumn periods.

The question of the use of the sickle in religious practice remains unclear. It is important to pay
attention to the location of the subject and the context. A bronze sickle-scythe was found on the
territory of the burial ground; it could be used as one of the items in the funeral rite or as a grave goods.
It is well known that the communities who inhabited this territory practiced cremation during the
funeral rite. Only human remains were cremated, and the accompanying grave goods were not burned.
This is evidenced by a large number of well-preserved grave goods found during the study of burial
complexes. Separate items, in this case a sickle-scythe, found at the site of the burial ground, can be
interpreted as sacrificial items. Most likely, the ancient population, who left this monument on the
territory of the burial ground, had special places for sacrifices - altars, where deities were worshiped
during funeral procedures; these worships included the sacrifice of animals, vessels with food and
metal objects.

Out of all the numerous archaeological facts, let us focus on two examples. First: in 2014, the
Ormandybulak burial ground was explored on the territory of the Zerenda district of the Akmola
region; inside of the enclosure No. 4, in the western part, a sickle-shaped tool was found over the grave.
The authors of the excavations remarked the similarity of the bronze sickle from the Ormandybulak
burial ground to the hooked sickles of the Kabakov type, which were common in the Volga region
(Kairmagambetov, 2014: 146). Second: during the re-examination of the Begazy burial site of
mausoleum No. 1, one whole vessel was found on the outer side of the western wall, and another one
was found outside the southern wall (Beisenov et al., 2014: 33). In both cases, the bronze sickle and
complete ceramic vessels were not included in the classical set of grave goods, but were deposited
nearby, performing other religious functions; in these cases they can be interpreted as offerings.
Religious rituals could also be performed on other events not related to the funeral rite, for example,
offerings could be made at the beginning of any social or agricultural activity.

Results

During the archaeological exploration in the Burabay district of the Akmola region in the field
season of 2022, a remarkable artifact was found — a bronze scythe. Found on the territory of the burial
ground of the Fedorovo culture, which has about ten mounds. The burial ground is located 14 km
southwest of the city of Shchuchinsk, between the villages of Zlatopolye and Sotnikovka, 1.5 km east
of Lake Kumdykol, on the left bank of the small steppe river Sotnikovka. The place is surrounded by
birch groves from the southeast, and a modern dam was built on the Sotnikovka river in the west.
A flat steppe opens from the northern and southwestern parts, which is now cultivated and is a wheat
field (Fig. 1). The landscape is represented by forest-steppe with many water resources in the form of
small steppe rivers and springs. The topography of the area is very well suited for human life, the
marginal areas are rich in meadows, and the flat steppe is suitable for cultivating crops. Currently,
haymaking is carried out in these territories, wheat is cultivated in the fields, and fishing is developing
on an artificial dam.
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Fig. 1. Map of the location of the bronze scythe

For a complete description of the bronze scythe, we use the following terminology, which was
developed for metal tools of such a category of artifacts as sickle-scythes by Avanesova. According to
morphological characteristics, this type of tool is divided into the following parts: wedge — working
part; butt — back; blade — the cutting part of the knife; heel — the fastening part of the blade and
handle; point — the end of the blade; base length — the length in a straight line from the beginning of
the blade to the end; profile — side view (Avanesova, 1991: 19).

Morphological and typological characteristics of the product. The length of the working part of
the bronze scythe is 22.5 cm, the minimum width is 2.5 cm, the maximum is 5 cm. The thickness of the
butt is 0.5 cm, it is sharpened to the blade. On the working sharpened part of the blade, traces of
hammering are clearly visible. The blade is slightly curved, sharpened on one side. The end of the
blade ends in a triangle; the heel is massive, presented in the form of an open sleeve. The heel fixing
the handle (sleeve) is 5.5 cm wide, 2.5 cm high, in this part of the sickle-scythe the thickness of the
metal sheet is 0.6 cm (Fig. 2).
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Fig 2. Bronze scythe
1 - drawing of an object; 2 — photograph

The closest analogies of this scythe in the region were found in the cultural layer of the
Chaglinka settlement, in dwelling No. 14 (Orazbaev, 1970: 41). A fragment of a sickle was found in
dwelling No. 1 (Excavation I) of the Shagalaly Il settlement (Sakenov, 2020: 315). Similar sickle-
scythes were found in a burial near the village of Predgornoye (Glubokovsky district of the East
Kazakhstan region). The burial complex near the village of Predgornoe consisted of an enclosure lined
with vertically placed stone slabs, 8 m in diameter; a burial in a slab cist was found in the central part.
At a depth of 1.7 m, a human burial was uncovered, five sickle-scythes were found at the level of the
right hand, a spearhead was found near the left hand, and a figured pommel of a knife or dagger was
found near the head. Three sickles have a slightly curved blade and a thickened back, and the heel is
massive, presenting the form of an open sleeve. The sickle-scythes are of following sizes: blade length
of the first one is 22.5 cm, width is 5 cm, sleeve size is 6.5 x 2 cm; the length of the blade of the second
one is 27 cm, the width is 4.8 cm, the sleeve size is 6 x 1.8 cm; the length of the blade of the third
sickle is 27.5 cm, the width is 4.8 cm, the sleeve size is 6 x 1.5 cm (Arslanova, 1974: 221). Two of the
sickles have sharpened blade ends, there are holes in the handle formed during casting, one of them
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has a hole right on the blade. The size of the fourth sickle-scythe: blade length is 26 cm, width is 4.5
cm, sleeve size is 6.7 x 1.7 cm; the length of the fifth blade is 27 cm, the width is 4.5 cm, the sleeve
size is 5.8 x 1.3 cm (Kuzmina, 1967: 216).

The sickle-scythes found in dwellings together with other materials contained in the cultural
layers in the settlement of Shagalaly 1l (Pavlovka) are dated to the second half of the 2nd millennium
BC and attributed to the Fedorovo archaeological culture (Malyutina, 1990: 116). Materials from
dwelling No. 14 of the Chaglinka (Shagalaly) settlement are dated to the Late Bronze Age (Orazbaev,
1970: 141). The burials investigated near the village of Predgornoye, based on the architectural design
of the enclosures and the shape of the cists, as well as on the burial rite and the sickle-scythes found
there, attributed to the late stage of the Fedorovo culture by Arslanova (Arslanova, 1974: 222).
Kuzmina was considering in total all metal objects with roller ceramics based on the synchronization
of discoveries from the villages of Predgornoye and Issyk-Kul and she attributed them to the turn
of the 2nd-1st millennium BC. A unified typology and morphological characteristics of metal objects
allowed her to single out a special metallurgical province within the Eurasian steppes, which
included Zhetysu (Semirechye) and East Kazakhstan (Kuzmina, 1967: 216).

In the light of new results of radiocarbon analysis of the Shagalaly Il settlement, the second
building horizon associated with the tribes of the Nura (Fedorovo) culture covers the chronological
period of the 17th-15th centuries BC (Sakenov, 2022). The calibrated dates of the Late Bronze
Age monuments of Central Kazakhstan are already considered to date within the framework of the
15th—14th centuries BC (Beisenov et al., 2014: 170). Similar materials and processes are observed in
the study of the Bronze Age sites of the Altai Steppe, radiocarbon dates showed the initial stage of the
Late Bronze Age belongs to the 16th—15th centuries BC (Fedoruk et al., 2015: 284). There are series of
radiocarbon dates obtained from the materials of the Koken settlement and burial ground in the
territory of East Kazakhstan, which showed the Middle Bronze Age is placed in the 18th-15th
centuries BC, and the Late Bronze Age is considered in the chronological framework of the 13th—10th
centuries BC (Doumani Dupuy et al., 2016: 4).

The bronze scythe, found near the village of Sotnikova in the Burabay region, on the territory of
the burial ground of the Nura (Fedorovo) culture, may be dated, by numerous analogies, to the
chronological framework of the 14th—13th centuries BC and attributed to the late Nura time.

Conclusion

If we start from the place where the sickle-scythe was found on the territory of the burial
ground, we can assume that there may have been a special kind of sacrificial altar. Sacrificial places
were organized on the territory of the burial ground, where deities or ancestors could be worshiped,
secretly hidden or brought offerings in the form of vessels with food, and deposited metal objects.
However, the functional purpose of the bronze sickle is also very clear - it was used for mowing grass.

Considered during the research, one such category of an object as a bronze scythe is a reliable
indicator: it illustrates very well the cultural continuity or, conversely, a gap; clearly shows the change in
the direction of the economy of the population; standard sickle-shaped tools could only be produced by a
society with a highly developed metal industry. The production, distribution and evolution of sickle-shaped
tools are subject to the processes of cultural genesis. The cultural and historical affiliation of the monument
is attributed to the Nura archaeological culture. For the Nura archaeological culture, such a funeral rite as
cremation became a common standard practice. With this rite, metal objects as grave goods lost their
symbolism, they could be replaced with offerings after burial. To the well-known criteria of the Nura
archaeological culture, such as cremation, cists, richly ornamented vessels on high pallets, altars are added
— special places on the territory of the burial ground intended for making offerings to deities or for
honoring the cult of the dead and/or ancestors. The beginning of such religious traditions was laid in the
second half of the 2nd millennium, and their continuation and continuity are expressed in the monuments
of the Begazy-Dandybay culture.
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