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FTAXP /MPHTH / IRSTI 03.20.

GRAVE CONSTRUCTIONS OF GENEALOGICAL GROUPS OF KAZAKHS IN
KAZAKHSTAN AND RUSSIA

Shashaev A.%, Smagulov B.2, Tylakhmetova A.3

!Candidate of historical sciences, Ch. Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology. Almaty,
Kazakhstan

E-mail: shashaevauezhan@mail.ru

2Candidate of historical sciences, ass. prof., Ch. Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology.
Almaty, Kazakhstan

E-mail: bolat_alemdar@mail.ru

3Junior researcher, Ch. Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology, Almaty, Kazakhstan
E-mail:anora_1986@mail.ru

Abstract. Introduction. The article analyzes the gravestones of the Kazakhs of Kazakhstan and Russia.
The features of these structures are shown on the example of the Kazakhs of the North and South
(respectively, Akmola and Turkestan regions) of Kazakhstan and Western Siberia (Russia, Omsk region).
Particular attention is paid to the development of grave constructions of the Kazakhs throughout the XX
century and the identification of factors that influenced changes in these structures in the specified period
of time, and establishing of their types. An analysis of such structures is carried out in connection with
the genealogical groups of the Kazakh ethnic group. In the southern regions of Kazakhstan, grave
constructions of Kazakhs of the “Qozha” genealogical group were analyzed, in the northern part - the
“Kyrgyz” genealogical group, and in the Omsk region — the “Kypchak”, “Argyn” and “Kerei”
genealogical groups. The article describes the gravestones, their location within the grave structure. It
also analyzes the origin and evolution of gravestones in the nomads of the Great Steppe, in particular,
among the Kazakh nomads. The work also clarified some information regarding the territorial
distribution of certain types of gravestones among the Kazakhs of the Omsk region, given in the works
of ethnographic researchers, as well as about the appearance of gravestones in the form of metal fences
in the Kazakhs. The study of cemeteries of various genealogical groups of Kazakhs, who live in areas of
Kazakhstan that are geographically significantly remote (more than 1 thousand km) from each other, as
well as outside Kazakhstan (in the Russian Federation), allowed the author to draw conclusions about
the overall similarity of the structure, types of grave constructions of Kazakhs in different regions of their
residence.

Keywords: Kazakhs of Kazakhstan, Kazakh Omsk region, gravestones, genealogical groups of Kazakhs
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KA3AKCTAH KA3AKTAPBI 'TEHEAJIOT'UAJIBIK TOIITAPBIHBIH KABIP YCTIHAEI'T
KYPBIUIBICTAPBI

Illamaes 9.K.}, Cmaryaos B.K.?, Teliaxmerosa A.C.2

T.r.1., 1L 1II. Yonuxanos aTbiHgarsl Tapux skoHe STHONOTHS HMHCTUTYTHI, Anmatsl, KasakcTaH.
E-mail: shashaevauezhan@mail.ru

2T .1, 111 111. YonuxaHoB aThIHAarbl Tapux ’%oHe STHOJIOTUS HHCTUTYTHI, AlMaThl, KazakcTaH.
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kLK., 111, 111, YonuxanoB aTeiHaarsl Tapyx ’oHe STHOJIOTUS HHCTUTYTHI, AnMaThl, KazakcTaH.
E-mail:anora_1986@mail.ru

Anparna: Maxkanaga Kazakcran men Peceii kazakTapbIlHbIH Ka0lp YCTIHIET1 KYpbUIBICTAPhIHA TAJIIAY
xacanraH. benriieHren KypouibicTapablg epekiienikrepi ContycTik xoHe OHTYCTIK (THICIHILE,
Axmoua xone Typkictan o0misictapsl) Kazakcran meH batwic Cioip (Peceit, OMObI 00BICH)
Ka3aKTapbIHBIH MbICaJIbIH/IA KepceTuiil. XX FachlpJarbl Ka3aKTapAblH Kadip ycTiHaer1
KYPBUIBICTAPBIHBIH JJAMYBIHA i aTaFaH Mep3iMJIe COJI KYPBUIBICTAP IBIH 63repyiHe BIKIAT eTKeH
(hakTopiapibl aHBIKTAyFa €peKIle MoH Oepiie/i, oapAblH TYpiepi aHbIKTanaabl. OChIHAAM
KYpBUIBICTap Ka3aK XaJKbIHBIH T'€HEAJIOTHUSIIBIK TONITAPhIHA OaiylanbIcTa TayiqaHaabl. KazakcTaHHBIH
OHTYCTIK JKepJICPIHJIET] «KO0Ka» MeHEATOTHSUTBIK TOOBIHBIH, COJITYCTIKTE «KBIPFBI3)» TeHEATOT USTBIK
TOOBIHBIH, a1 OMOBI OOJTBICHIHBIH ayMaFbIH/Ia «KBITIIIAKY, «APFBIH» JKOHE «Kepei» TeHEeaTOTHSUITBIK
TOOBIHBIH Ka0Ip YCTIH/IET1 KyphUIbICTapbIHA TaIay JKacanaasl. Makaana Kadip ecCKepTKImTepiHe,
OysapIbIH Ka0ip YCTiHIEr1 KYPBUIBICHIHBIH OpHAJIacy OpbIHIapbIHA curiartama oepinai. CoHbIMeH
Katap, ¥JIbl J1ajia KeIIIMeHaIepi, aTan aiTKaHaa, Ka3aK KeIImeHaIepiHe KaThICThI Kaoip
€CKEPTKIMITEPIHIH MIBIFY TET1 MEH IaMy Maceseci Tannanaasl. EHOekTe 3epTreynri-aTHorpadTapapiH
YKYMBICTapbIHAa KenTipiireH OMObI 00JIBICH Ka3aKTapbliHA KATBICTHI KaOip YCTIHAET1
KYPBUIBICTAPBIHBIH JKEKEJIETEeH TYPJICPIHIH ayMaKThIK TapaTyblHa OalIaHBICTBI KEHOIp MATIMETTED,
COHai-aK Ka3aKTapAarbl TEMIp Kopiayjaap TYpPIHIEr1 )kKoHe Kabip YCTIHACT1 KYPhUIBICTAPBIHBIH Makaa
OoJrybIHA OailJIaHBICTHI aKIapaT aHbIKTadaabl. KazakrapabiH, conmaii-ak KazakcranabiH Oip-OipiHeH
enayip anbic (1 MbIH MIAKbIPEIMHAH aJbIC) OpHAJIAaCKaH kepiepine koHe KazakcTaHHbIH ChIpT
JKaFbIHA TYPAThIH OPTYPJIl T€HEANOT USUIBIK TONTAPhIHBIH 3UPATTAPBIHBIH 3€PTTEIYi, JKAIIbI allFaH/a
Ka3aKTapJblH KaOip YCTIHACT1 KYPbUIBICTAPBIHBIH KOHCTPYKITUSACHIHIA, TYPJIEPIHIE YKCACTBIK Oap eKeHl
TYpaJibl KOPBITBIHBI IIIBIFAPYFa MYMKIHIIIK Oepi.

Tyiiin ce3mep: KazakrapablH Kallp YCTIHAEr! KYpBUIbICTAp, Ka3aKTapAblH I'€HEATOTUSIIBIK TONTAphI,
3upaTTap, A9CTypii MojieHueT, OMOBI 0ONBICHIHBIH Ka3aKTapbl, KazakcTaHn Ka3akTaphbl.

HAMOI'MJIBHBIE COOPYKEHUA 'EHEAJIOT'MYECKHUX I'PYIIIT KA3AXOB
KA3AXCTAHA U POCCHUH

Illamaes A.K.%, Cmaryaos B.K.2, Teliaxmerosa A.C.3
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'Kanauaar uctopuueckux Hayk, MHCTUTYT HCTOPUM U STHOJOTHH

nMmenun Y. Y. BajimxanoBa, AnMatel, Ka3zaxcran,

E-mail: shashaevauezhan@mail.ru

2KanauaaT MCTOPHYECKUX HAYK, JOIEHT, NHCTUTYT UCTOpHH M 3THOJIoruy, uMenu Y. U. BamuxaHoBa,
Anmatel, KazaxcraH,

E-mail: bolat_alemdar@mail.ru

M.u.c., WNuctutyt ucropuu u stHosnorun, umenu Y. Y. Banuxanosa, Anmarsl, Kazaxcran,
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AnHOTanus: B crathe AaH aHaJIM3 HaAMOTWIBHBIX COOpYXeHMM KazaxoB Kaszaxcrana m Poccum.
Oco0OeHHOCTH YyKa3aHHBIX COOpPY)KEHUH I0Ka3aHbl Ha mpumepe KkazaxoB CesepHoro u HOxHOro
(cooTBeTcTBeHHO, AkMoJMHCKOM M Typkecranckoit oOnacteit) Kazaxcrana u 3amagnoit Cubupu
(Poccus, Omckas o6macte). Ocoboe BHUMaHKE YIEIEHO PA3BUTHIO HAMOTUIIBHBIX COOPYKEHUH Ka3axoB
Ha NpoTsKeHUH XX BeKa U BBISBIECHUIO ()aKTOPOB, MOBJIMSABIINX HA MU3MEHEHUSI ITHUX COOPYKEHUH B
YKa3aHHBII Nepruoji BpeMEHH, YCTAHOBIIEHBI UX BUJIbl. AHAIN3 TaKUX COOPYKEHUH IPOBOANUTCS B CBSI3U
C TEHEAWIOTMYECKMMH TpYNIIaMH Ka3axCKOro JTHoca. B roxHbIX paiioHax Ka3zaxcrana
MIPOAHAJIN3UPOBAHBI HAMOTHJIbHBIE COOPYKEHUS Ka3aX0B IeHeaIorMueCcKOM TPyl «KOXKay, B CEBEPHO I
4acTU — T'€HEaJOrH4eCKON IPYIIbl «KbIPTbI3», a Ha Tepputopun OMCKOM 001acTH — reHeaJorHYeCKuX
TPYII «KBITYAKY, «aprbIH» U «Kepeil». B craThe qaercs xapakTepucTHKa MOTUIIBHBIX IUTUT, BAPUAHTOB
UX PACIOJIOKEHUS B TMpeesiax HaMOTHJIBHOTO COOpyKeHUus. Takke aHaIu3upyKTCS BOIPOCHI
MIPOMCXOXKACHNUS M HBOJIOUMU MOTUJIBHBIX IUIUT Yy KOYEBHHKOB Benmkoil cremu, B 4YacTHOCTH, Yy
KOYEBHUKOB-Ka3axoB. B pa0ore yTouHEeHbl TakXke HEKOTOpble CBEICHHUS OTHOCHUTEIIBHO
TEPPUTOPHUATBHOTO PACIPOCTPAHEHUS OT/ICJIBHBIX BUIOB HAMOTHIIBHBIX COOPYXEHUH y Ka3axoB OMCKOI
oOnacTy, NMpHUBEICHHbIE B pab0Tax MccienoBaTeneii-ITHOrpadoB, a TakKe MO MOBOAY MOSBICHUS Y
Ka3axOB HAMOTWJIBHBIX COOPYKEHHMH B BHAE METAIIMUECKUX orpanok. McciemoBanue KiaaOHIL
pasUYHBIX TEHEAJOrMYECKMX TIpYINI Ka3axoB, MPOXKHUBAIOIMX K TOMY XK€ B TEPPUTOPUAIBLHO
3HAYUTENBHO ylaleHHBbIX (Oosiee 1 Thic. kM) Apyr oT Apyra paioHax Ka3axcraHa, a Takxke 3a npeaenamu
Kazaxcrana (aHa repputopun Poccuiickoit denepariuin), mo3BoJUIO aBTOPY CTaThU CENaTh BBIBOJIBI O B
LIEJIOM CXOJICTBE KOHCTPYKLIMH, BHJIOB HAMOTHJIbHBIX COOPY)KEHUH Ka3axOB B Pa3HbIX PErMOHAX UX
IIPOKUBAHUS.

KiloueBble cji0Ba: HAMOTMIIBHBIE COOPYXKEHHS Ka3axOB, TIEHEAJIOrMYECKHE TpYIIBl Ka3axos,
KJIa0M1a, TpaJuIMOHHAasl KyJIbTypa, kazaxu OMckoil obnactu, kazaxu Kazaxcrana.

Introduction

The study of gravestones allows us to solve a number of questions of the origin and ethnic history
of a particular ethnic group (ethnic community). It is about the fact in the process of historical
development, the ethnos came into interethnic contacts with other ethnic communities, which was
manifested in the adopting a number of elements of culture and language from neighboring peoples.

From this point of view, the Kazakh ethnos is of considerable interest to ethnographers and
historians, since representatives of many Turkic and non-Turkic ethnic communities were incorporated
into the Kazakh people, which was already noted by Russian researchers. So, in one of the pre-
revolutionary publications it was said that “in their ethnic composition they (Kazakhs. — authors) are also
the most interesting of all Asian Turks as embodying representatives of all the most important and oldest
Turkic tribes” [Poccusi..., 1903: 199].

It should be noted that the study of gravestones and related funerary complexes allowed
ethnographers “to reach a new level of understanding, in particular, of some aspects of the funeral rite
and related social relations” [Kopycenko, 1996: 118].
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The purpose of this article is to identify the features of grave constructions of the Kazakhs of the
Republic of Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation (in the example of grave constructions of the
Kazakhs of certain regions of the two countries).

Sources for writing this article were the results of a study of gravestones at Kazakh funerary
complexes in the southern regions of the Omsk Region, as well as in Kazakhstan, conducted by B.K.
Smagulov in 1999-2003 and 2019.

Materials and Methods

In the study of grave structures at the funeral complexes of Kazakhs in the Omsk region, we
proceeded from the features of the resettlement of Kazakhs in the specified territory. So, according to the
official data of the 2010 population census in the Omsk Region, there were 78,303 people of Kazakh
nationality, which is 3.9% of the total population of the region. At the same time, the Kazakh population
is concentrated very unevenly across the region: 93.8% of Kazakhs in the Omsk Region are concentrated
in the southwestern, southern and southeastern regions, as well as in the city of Omsk. 47.2% of the
Kazakh population (36980 people) of the region live in the regional center [UucienHocThHACENCHUS. . ].

The indicated districts and the city of Omsk, according to the administrative division of the end of
the 19th — 20th centuries, constituted the Omsk district of the Akmola region as part of the Russian
Empire. In the areas north of Omsk, the Kazakhs live dispersed or in small masses among the Russian
population. In particular, one of such arrays is represented by the Kazakhs of the Gorky district of the
Omsk region. On the territory of the modern Gorky district of the Omsk region, the first Kazakh
settlements appeared in the 2nd half of XIX century. At the beginning of the XX century, there were
several Kazakh villages (Dyusen, Akhmet, Karaton, etc.). As a result of the political and economic
processes that took place in the USSR, towards the end of the 1950s in the Gorky region there was only
one Kazakh village called Belsendy-Kazakh (Kazakh. “Active Kazakh) [Amam, 1999: 132].

Discussion

At present, in ethnological science, the concepts of an ethnographic and ethnic (sub-ethnic) group
are used to analyze individual groups in an ethnic group. The ethnographic group is distinguished by
some local features of the traditional everyday culture highlighted by researchers, but at the same time it
does not recognize itself as a special group and does not have self-awareness. An ethnic (sub-ethnic)
group is part of an ethnic group, but it not only has the characteristics of a traditional culture, but is aware
of its difference from the rest of the ethnic group. The indicated groups as part of an ethnos are formed
in different ways (territorial separation of part of an ethnos, remnants of the former tribal division,
incomplete process of assimilation of a nation or its part, special social (ethno-social, ethno-confessional)
status of a part of the population) [Cy6sTHrYeckast. . .; DTHOrpadrueckas. .. .

Russian researchers, travelers, military, who visited Kazakhstan in the 18" — 19" centuries, singled
out among the Kazakhs the population groups (Kipchaks, Argyns, Qozha, Kyrgyz, Tulenguts, etc.),
which are referred to in the literature as “clans”, “sub-ethnic groups”, “tribes ”and others. The existence
of such groups did not violate the ethnic unity of the Kazakh people. So, V.V. Radlov wrote: “although
the names of the clans very clearly indicate that the Kazak-Kirghiz (Kazakhs. — authors) were formed
from a motley conglomerate of various Turkic tribes mixed with Mongolian and even Samoyed tribes, it
should be noted that in the sociopolitical and linguistic sense, all the Kirghiz (Kazakhs. — authors) on the
vast stretch of their distribution have merged and melted so closely that we can rightly call them a single
people, since they generally have an awareness of the unity of their people and their inextricable
community” [Pamtos, 1989: 111].

The Russian researcher N. A. Tomilov expressed the opinion that the union of related families
formed from the common genetic root should be called a genealogical group. At the same time, there is
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a need to distinguish the concept of the genealogical group from the concept of patronymy, since
“patronymy is characteristic of the period of the decomposition of the clan system of the period of the
patriarchal-communal and early class society”, and genealogical groups “were formed much later”
[Tomuios, 1992: 133].

According to researchers, the emergence of Kazakh genealogical groups was caused by the
characteristics of the nomadic economy. So, the famous researcher V. F. Shakhmatov wrote: “As you
know, wandering with large masses of livestock from one pasture to another is impossible, it is limited
to a certain number of heads that can be fed on the pasture. Therefore, within each genus, small groups
of farms gradually formed, they spent the wintering and roamed together. These groups were united by
a kinship, the concept of common belonging to the genus (ru), “taipa”, “atabalasy”. These groups
included aliens who took the patronage of the head of the community (bi — foreman)” [I1laxmaros, 1962:
26, 38].

At the end of the XIX century the southwestern, southern, and southeastern parts of the territory of
the modern Omsk region were inhabited by Kazakhs, members of various associations (genealogical
groups) of the Middle Zhuz. In particular, the southwestern part of this territory was inhabited by Kazakhs
of the Argyn tribal association. In the southern and partially southeastern parts — the tribes of “Kerey”
and “Uak”, and in the southeastern parts — from the association of “Kipchaks” [Tomunos, 1992: 79;
Myxkanos, 1974: 185-186]. Since the late 1970s mass records of genealogy of Kazakhs living in the
Omsk region were carried out. So, the materials of the Kazakh detachment of the Siberian historical and
ethnographic expedition of Omsk State University, collected in 1978 and 1981, showed that the Kazakhs
living in the Omsk region belong mainly to tribal associations of “Argyns”, “Kerey”, “Kipchaks” and
“Uak” [Tommos, 1992: 80]. These associations consisted of smaller groups. So, according to M.S.
Mukanov, the tribal association of Kipchaks included several groups (Kurleut, Madiyar, Kara-Kipchak,
Kulan-Kipchak, etc.) [Mykanos, 1974: 186].

Results

The presence of various genealogical groups in the Kazakhs became the starting point for us to
study their grave structures. At the same time, we proceeded from the considerable distance between the
Kazakh funerary complexes that we studied in Kazakhstan, as well as the residence of some Kazakhs
outside the state borders of Kazakhstan (in the Omsk region of Russia).

Gravestones of the Kazakhs in the southern regions of Kazakhstan. In April 2019, during the
ethnographic expedition of the Ch. Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology (consisting of
B.K. Smagulov and associate researcher A. Kh. Ryskildin) in the village of Kozhatogay (with a
population of about 2 thousand people) of the Otyrar district, Turkestan region [Koxaroraii, 2005: 339 ]
some ethnographic material was collected on the traditional Kazakh culture of the “Qozha” genealogical
group, whose representatives comprise the vast majority of the aul population.

According to archival data for 1922, representatives of the “Qozha” genealogical group lived in a
number of settlements in the southern part of Kazakhstan. In particular, they inhabited the village of
Chayan-barar or Chayan-mosque (Kassym-Ishan) in the Chayanovsky volost of the Chimkent district. In
particular, the following was said about the above-mentioned village: “Having a large madrassah, an
ancient mosque, good architecture and cultural places”. In addition, Kozha also inhabited the village of
Donguz-tau in Sairam. They were characterized as “a clan origining which is direct descendants of the
Prophet...”. The motto of the Kozha genus was Kozha-Akhmat (Hodja-Akhmed), and their tamga was
two diagonally crossed lines, there was a small circle on the tip of the lower right line [Apxus...: 1, 2, 3,
20, 26, 27].

The study of the cemetery (zirat, gorym) of the specified settlement showed the presence of grave
structures of various types on it. In particular, we are talking about quadrilateral in terms of brick
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structures with turrets in the corners, metal fences, gravestones in front of the grave hill. In the cemetery
under consideration, a number of graves do not have fences (Fig. 1).

Fig 1. Grave hills in the cemetery of the village of Kozhatogay of the Otyrar district of
Turkestan region. Photo by B. B. Smagulov. 04/19/20109.

In this case, the grave hill is not fenced, and gravestones, which are located in front of the grave
hill, act as a grave structure. The fact that the grave hills are not deliberately fenced is evident from the
date of death of the buried people: enough time has passed since the day of death to erect a fence. For
example, gravestones are located in front of grave mounds (at a distance of about 50 cm from the grave
mound), on which the person’s name and dates of his life are indicated (Zholdasbekov Murat Suyrbayuly,
01.10.1970-07.11.2016; Polatbektegy Asan Akhanguly, 08.15.1952— 03.27.2018, and others).

One of the structures is noteworthy, which is a gravestone in the middle part of which two lines
(resembling knives or daggers) are shown, intersecting diagonally (Fig. 2)

Figure 2. Gravestone in the cemetery of Kozhatogay village,Otyrar district of Turkestan
region. Photo by B. B. Smagulov. 04/19/20109.

It can be assumed that in this case we are dealing with the image of the “tamga” of the “Qozha”
genealogical group, similar to the one mentioned in archival materials for 1922
[CocymapcTBennbiiiapxuB. .. : 20, 26, 27].

Most of the gravestones in the surveyed cemetery are represented by brick constructions in the
form of small (3x4 m) houses, which are built of standard red or white bricks with quadrangular turrets
in the corners, on which metal knitting needles or rods with a Muslim crescent are installed. Structures
have through window openings (see. Fig. 3).

Figure 3. Brick gravestones in the cemetery of Kozhatogay village in the Otyrar district of
Turkestan region. Photo B. B. Smagulov. 04/20/2019.

As we indicated above, some part of the grave constructions at this burial complex is represented
by rectangular metal fences (Fig. 4).

Fig. 4. Metal fences in the cemetery of Kozhatogay village, Otyrar district, Turkestan region.
Photo by B. K. Smagulov. 04/20/20109.

The choice of a gravestone by the relatives of the deceased is determined by socio-economic factors
(affordability, financial condition of the family, etc.). Inspection of grave structures showed that some of
them are designed for two people.

It is interesting that at the indicated burial complex we recorded a direct proximity of Kazakh
gravestones with Russian (Christian) population gravestones, and there are virtually no borders between
the indicated groups of gravestones (previously there was a metal fence in the form of a masonry net, but
it fell apart over time).

Gravestones of the Kazakhs in the northern regions of Kazakhstan. We managed to obtain
some interesting information when studying the funeral complexes of the Kazakhs in the northern part
of Kazakhstan in June 2019. In particular, we are talking about grave structures in the cemetery of the
Kyrgyz clan, composed of Kazakhs of the village of Ozen, Zerendinsky district, Akmola region. It should
be noted that the sources noted the facts of the inclusion of part of the Kyrgyz people in the Kazakh
people. So, talking about the battle of Khan Abylai with the Kyrgyz near the Kyzylsu and Shamsi rivers
flowing into the Chu, Ch. Valikhanov further writes the following: “Abylai returned to Kokshetau, his
favorite nomad camp, near the Siberian line, burdened with prey, and the prisoners, that he brought were
so numerous that now their descendants comprise two volosts called Yana and Bai-Kirghiz (that is, new
and rich Kyrgyz)” [Banuxanos, 1985: 11]. The Kyrgyz element in the composition of the Kazakh people
is considered by Ch. Valikhanov in the article “Kirghiz genealogy” [Banuxanos, 1984. T.2]. It should be
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noted that the Kyrgyz ethnic element in the composition of the Kazakhs was also recorded in the western
[AnmumoBckue...], southern [[ocymapcTBeHHbIHapxuB...; ApxwuB...] and the central regions of
Kazakhstan [Fig. 5].

Fig 5. Gravestone in the cemetery near Karkaraly (Central Kazakhstan). Photo by B. Ashim,
08/27/2019.

As for grave constructions in the Ozen village cemetery, here mainly the structures made of metal
fences and brick constructions are fixed (Fig. 6).

Figure 6. Gravestones in the cemetery of Ozen (Razdolnoye) village, Zerendinsky district,
Akmola region. Photo by B. K. Smagulov. 06/19/2019

Thus, the results of studying the Kazakh population's grave constructions in the above-mentioned
territories made it possible to establish similarities in the design of these constructions in various regions
of Kazakhstan, regardless of the genealogical affiliation of the buried people.

Grave constructions of Kazakhs in the southwestern, southern and southeastern regions of
the Omsk Region (Russian Federation). The gravestones of the Kazakhs in the indicated territory were
investigated during a series of expeditions.

Gravestones of the Kazakhs in the southern part of the Omsk region. In the early 2000s, during a
joint archaeological and ethnographic expedition of the Museum of Archeology and Ethnography of the
Omsk State University and the Omsk State Museum of History and Local Lore under the direction of
V.V. Mikhalev, the cemeteries of the Kazakhs in the Gorky district of the Omsk region were examined.
During the expedition, with the direct participation of B.K. Smagulov, survey of the cemeteries of
Belsendy-Kazakh village and the former village of Dyusen in the Gorky district of the Omsk region was
performed. At that time, 39 visible grave structures were recorded in the cemetery of the latter aul. The
cemetery of Belsendy-Kazakh village is located about 2 km east of this settlement. At this cemetery, 4
types of grave structures were recorded (based on the material from which they were built): metal fencing,
wooden fencing, brick fencing, as well as turf structures. According to informants, fires occurred in this
cemetery, as a result of which part of the wooden fences burned out.

Gravestones of the Kazakhs in the south-eastern part of the Omsk region. At the burial complex
near the Tselinnoye village in the Russko-Polyansky district of the Omsk region (southeastern part of
this region). This funerary complex, surveyed by B.K. Smagulov in August 2000, is located about 2 km
southeast of the Tselinnoye village in the open steppe area. In total, as of August 7, 2000, 129 grave
structures were recorded on the territory of this burial complex, including:

- metal fences - 58 pieces (45% of 129), of which 10 with domes (17.2% of 58).

- brick fences - 57 pieces (44.2% of 129).

- fences made of construction blocks - 8 pieces (6.2% of 129). In addition, the presence of 2
concrete and 2 wooden fences was recorded. One gravestone structure combines the features of both
concrete and wooden fencing. Around one of the grave hills the brickwork is laid. In the Tselinnoye
village, information was received about its belonging to the Kazakhs of the Sagal-Kipchak clan. The
resident of the specified settlement N.K. Kildagulova (born in 1922) reported: “The cemetery located
near Tselinnoye is the cemetery of the former Koyandy aul. It belongs to the Sagal-Kipchak. Our ancestor
is Toganas, we origin from him” [ Apxus...91].

In this regard, it should be noted that in the southeastern regions of the Omsk region several
cemeteries belonging to this tribal association were recorded. In particular, the cemetery owned by the
Kazakhs from the Sagal-Kipchak tribal association was also recorded 3 km away, south of the Buzan aul,
Russko-Polyansky district of the Omsk region [ AxmeroBa, Tosmeko, 1998].

Certain features were revealed in the study of the cemetery, located about 2 km north-west of
Alabota Lake in the Pavlograd district of the Omsk region. It was investigated by B. K. Smagulov
together with V. A. Erokhin in May 2001. In the course of the study, we made survey of this cemetery.
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In its shape, it resembles an arrow, stretched towards Alabota Lake. This burial complex is relatively
small. As of May 12, 2001, more than twenty visible grave structures were recorded here, including:
brick structures, metal fences, wooden fence, two brick masonry (in the shape of a quadrangle) around
the grave hill and two temporary grave structures. The central part of this cemetery is older. This belongs
to the Kazakhs from the Kulatay-Kipchak (kaz. Qulataykypshaq) genealogical group. But unlike the
cemetery of the Sagal-Kipchak group, in the cemetery under consideration there were no individual
family-related groups recorded. Some people buried in this cemetery do not belong to the indicated
genealogical group. In the first case, these are women who married representatives of this genealogical
group.

Gravestones of the Kazakhs in the southwestern part of the Omsk region. In this territory, the case
of the presence of two cemeteries in one settlement was recorded.

In particular, we are talking about the cemetery of the aul Omar, Isilkul district, Omsk region. One
cemetery is located about 1 km southeast of this settlement. Its inspection in July 2000 showed that at
present, almost no grave structures have remained on its territory, which, most likely, were structures
built of turf bricks. But at the time of the examination they are in a vague state. On the territory of this
cemetery, one gravestone was recorded in the form of a metal fence.

The cemetery of the former Shilikpay village is of certain interest as this village ceased to exist.
The cemetery is located about 2 km northwest of the Borovoye village, Isilkul District, in which some of
the inhabitants of the above-mentioned disappeared village currently live. In total, 53 visible grave
structures were recorded at this cemetery. Among them, metal fences predominate (29 pieces). Along
with metal fences, brick structures were also fixed.

The study of the Kazakh gravestones in various regions of the Omsk region showed that their
gravestones are similar to the Kazakhstani Kazakhs gravestones considered above.

Now we briefly describe some elements of grave constructions of the Kazakhs of the Omsk region,
which are similar to the Kazakhs of Kazakhstan.

Gravestones. To denote them, several words are used (eskertkish, tas, belgi) [Apxus..., 91, 92, 95].
Gravestones are installed on a special stand on the western side of the grave structure. The material for
making this kind of slabs are mainly stone and concrete. Two forms of gravestones are common. The
first has the shape of a quadrangle. In the second variant, its upper part is somewhat narrowed, thus
having an oval shape. The following options for the location of such slabs were recorded: in front of the
gravestone (30-40 cm from it); close to the gravestone; in the wall of the grave building. In the latter
case, the tombstone is part of this wall. There are two ways to connect such plate with the wall of the
grave structure: a) placing the grave plate in a special indentation (quadrangular in shape) in the wall;)
attaching the gravestone to the wall with bolts.

When examining the cemetery of the former Shilikpay aul in the Isilkul district and the cemetery
of the Belsendy-Kazakh aul in the Gorky district of the Omsk region, we recorded cases when the
gravestone is installed on the edge of the grave hill from the western side. In this case, it also acts as a
gravestone. The height of such slabs is usually about 100 cm. However, some gravestones are quite high.
So, when examining the above-mentioned cemetery in Isilkul region, there were fixed the gravestones
150 cm high.

Given the presence in the border cities of Russia and Kazakhstan of a significant number of firms
specializing in the field of funeral services, a large number of gravestones that were manufactured to
order were recorded in rural cemeteries. In particular, in the southwestern regions of the Omsk region,
such plates are ordered in such cities as Isilkul, Omsk and Petropavlovsk. In the central and southeastern
regions of the region, the main center for such plates production is the city of Omsk.

Images and inscriptions are applied on the front side of the gravestone from the western side.
Illustrative material is presented, as a rule, with the image of a Muslim symbol — a crescent moon, which




Edu.e-history.kz 2020. 1(21)

is performed in the upper part of the gravestone. Also, in addition to the crescent, images of stars are also
fixed. Inscriptions are placed in the middle and lower parts of the gravestone. Special tools were used as
a writing tool, if we are talking about plates that are custom-made. For drawing inscriptions, paint brushes
are also used. In some cases, images and inscriptions are placed in a carved frame. There is a desire to
separate the various parts of the inscription from each other. This is achieved by carving on the front side
of the gravestone a horizontal line, the ends of which are curved at the top. In addition, the separation of
various parts of the inscription is carried out by using different colors. Separation of images and
inscriptions can also be achieved by placing the latter in a special indentation in the tombstone. Note that
the developed epigraphy is fixed at the gravestones of the Kazakhs of Kazakhstan. In particular, in the
western part of the country it is represented by inscriptions on “kulpytas” - memorial with placement on
horizontal and western faces in horizontal rows, and occasionally in vertical lines. Based on the study of
a wide range of such monuments, S. E. Azhigali identifies in it the Koranic (monotheism and Basmala
formulas), everyday (epitaphs) and complex (religious-everyday) content texts [Asxuramu, 2001: 246—
250].

According to researchers, the gravestones in their evolutionary development went through a
number of stages, during which they underwent certain external changes. In particular, D. Valeyeva in
her work “Artistic Carving in Architecture and Epigraphy of the Golden Horde Bulgars™ (1998) suggests
that the main tendency in the changes of gravestones was a gradual transition from realistic to symbolic
images. In other words, the stone sculptures that commemorated the deceased in the Kipchak steppes
were characterized by realism (the images of human figures with a face, hands, feet, elements of clothing
and jewelry). Later they were replaced by rectangular gravestones, stone slabs, in which calligraphy and
ornament became the main semantic determining centers [Baneesa, 1998: 89, 92].

The material at our disposal allowed us to make some clarifications on the issue of the territorial
distribution of brick gravestones in the Kazakh population of the Omsk region. In particular, earlier it
was stated by O. M. Bronnikova that this type of grave constructions among Kazakhs of the indicated
region is widespread in areas adjacent to Kazakhstan [bpounukosa, 1989: 90]. Meanwhile, our studies
have shown that quadrangular brick fences with turrets in the corners are common not only in areas of
the Omsk region that are adjacent to Kazakhstan, but in territories far removed from it. In particular, such
structures in large numbers were recorded by us at the cemetery of the Belsendy-Kazakh village and at
the cemetery of the former village of Dyusen in the Gorky district, Omsk region, located about 70 km
northeast of the city of Omsk. It can be argued that brick gravestones are common throughout the
settlement of Kazakhs in the Omsk region. Moreover, brick fences, as we have shown above, are common
among Kazakhs and throughout Kazakhstan. It should be noted that at present we have not recorded
logging gravestones in any of the studied graveyards of the Kazakh population in the southern and central
regions of the designated territory. According to the data of O. M. Bronnikova, the Kazakhs living in the
northern regions of Omsk, as well as in the Novosibirsk regions, have similar structures, and she
considers the fact that the Kazakhs of these territories have such structures as Tatar influence [Ibid.].

Fences with and without domes are widespread in the cemeteries of Kazakhs in the Omsk region.
Describing the gravestones of the Kazakhs in the designated area, O. M. Bronnikova writes that metal
fences spread among the Kazakhs of the Omsk region in the 1970s, and they are associated with Russian
influence [Ibid.]. This opinion seems to us too categorical. First, apparently, already in the 1950s
gravestones in the form of metal fences became commonplace in the cemeteries of the Kazakhs in the
territory of the specified region. This is evidenced by the records made in these years by the local historian
S. R. Laptev during his trips through the territory of the Omsk region. So, in 1957, driving to Ebeyty
Lake, located in the southwestern part of this region, S. R. Laptev noted the following: “A large Kazakh
cemetery comes across along the way. The graves are fenced with iron and wooden hedges”
[[CocynapcrBennsbiitapxus... ©-2118. J1. 23 J1. 74; 1. 29 J1. 64]. In the same year, in the southeastern part
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of the Omsk region, he recorded grave structures in the form of metal fences in Kazakh cemeteries again.
In particular, he wrote that “... there are grave fences with gates of iron rods” [['ocymapcTBeHHBIHAPXUB. ..
®-2118. J1. 28 J1. 72].

In addition, S.R. Laptev made a series of photographs that depict the gravestones of the Kazakhs
in the form of metal fences ["ocynapcrBennsritapxus... @-2118. /1. 33 JI. 28]. Secondly, we believe that
the appearance of gravestones in the form of metal fences at the Kazakhs of the Omsk region was the
result of the development of chronologically earlier types of gravestones.

At the end of the X1X — XX centuries the Kazakh gravestones in the designated area underwent
certain changes. By the end of the XIX century gravestones in the form of fences were already widespread
among the Kazakhs, including among the Kazakhs in the territory of modern Omsk region. In the
considered period of time, grave constructions passed through certain stages of internal development.
The point is that some changes in their structure were not so much due to the active interethnic contacts
of Kazakhs with the surrounding foreign-speaking, mainly Russian population, but as a result of the
general socio-economic development of society. So, we believe that the initial type of grave structures,
on the basis of which grave structures made of bricks and in the form of metal and wooden fences were
formed, which are currently common in the cemeteries of Kazakhs in the Omsk region, were the turf
gravel structures described above.

In the 1950s among the Kazakhs of the Omsk region, there is a transition to the use of metal fences
as grave structures. But at this stage, Kazakhs continued to erect turf grave constructions. Apparently,
only since the 1970s the transition to the use of factory-made bricks instead of turf and / or adobe bricks
gradually begins. We made this conclusion when studying inscriptions on grave constructions. In
particular, the earliest brick gravestones there date back to the 1970s. Since that time, the construction of
turf gravestones gradually ceases, and currently only their remains are preserved in the cemeteries of the
Kazakhs of the Omsk region.

Thus, we are observing the process of changing the material for the construction of grave structures
(at the end of the 19th century it was mainly turf and adobe, and nowadays it is factory-made bricks, and
metal rods), although the general appearance of such structures has remained largely the same (based on
the available descriptions). Along with this, processes of some modification of grave constructions are
observed. This includes, in particular, the use of building blocks as walls in the construction of some
grave structures. Such a structure has a square shape in a plane view, with sides of 600 cm. In our opinion,
such a structure is nothing more than a simplified version of a brick gravestone, since corner towers are
added from standard bricks at its corners. Some cases of erection of grave structures from concrete walls
based on rectangular granite slabs have also been recorded.

Conclusion
Thus, the part of the funeral rite of the studied population, associated with the construction of
gravestones, is characterized by flexibility and adaptability to changes that occur in modern conditions.
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