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Kymeko bBoaar Emmyxam6eTroBM4 — JOKTOp WCTOpPUYECKHX Hayk, mpodeccop, akanemuk HAH PK, mupekrop

MeXayHapoAHOrO MHCTUTYTa KHIMYaKoBeAeHMs Ka3axckoro HalMOHAJIBHOIO YHHBEpcHTeTa MMeHH anb-Dapabu, mpodeccop
EBpasuiickoro HannoHanbHoro yuusepcurera umenu JI.H. I'ymunesa (Kasaxcran).
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Moppucon Anexcanap (Morrison Alexander) — PhD, npodeccop Oxchopckoro yansepcutera (BemkodpuTtanus).
MymunnoB Ammpoek KypO0aHoBHY — JOKTOp HCTOpHYECKMX HayK, npodeccop, cTapmidii Hay4YHBIH COTPYIHUK
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Merkezi. (Typrumst).
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u atHoNorun uM. U.Y. Banuxanosa. (Kazaxcran).
Ky6eer Pycrem J[IxkayJibi0aiiysibl — HayuyHbli CcOTpyJHUK MHCTUTyTa ucropuu u H3THoioruu um. Y.Y. Bamuxanosa
(Kazaxcran).

OTBETCTBEHHbBII1 CEKPETAPH
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Abstract. Introduction. Following the end of World War 11, the world was divided into two opposing
camps, with the USSR leading the socialist nations and the USA leading the capitalist nations. The
bipolar system kept the world in a state of fear and tension throughout the Cold War period. After the
collapse of the USSR and the bipolar system in the early 21st century, Japan's foreign policy underwent
significant changes, strengthening its interests within the United Nations. Goals and objectives. The aim
of this study is to investigate the changes in Japan's foreign policy in the 15 years following the collapse
of the bipolar system. This research will examine the political positions of Japan, determine the
directions and tasks of its foreign policy, and analyze its negotiation procedures. Results. This study is
based on primary Japanese language sources, including archive data from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan, “Nihon Gaimushd Gaikd Seisho” HASNEE 44457 | , and a collection of important
political statements from Japanese political delegations who spoke at the United Nations General
Assembly in different years, [[EHERSICET D HAMNEH OFHEHEH Y. The research
examines Japan's foreign policy after the collapse of the bipolar system. During the late 20th century and
the first decade of the 21st century, Japan endeavored to regain its position on the world political stage.
As a significant economic donor, Japan aimed to increase its political influence within the United
Nations and faced various political struggles to attain permanent membership in the organization.
Conclusions. Japan's foreign policy was heavily influenced by the “Yoshida Doctrine”, which prioritized
achieving economic prosperity and social security. The country was successful in maintaining its
relationship with the United States while pursuing these goals. As a developing nation seeking to gain
experience in economic development, it is crucial for Kazakhstan to understand Japan's foreign policy
directions and tasks during the formation of a new world order.
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international relations, economic diplomacy, Yoshida doctrine
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Angatna. Kipicne. EiHIII TYHHEXY3UIIK COFBIC asKTaIFaHHAH KeWiH oJeM KamUTAIUCTTIK JXKOHE
COIMATIUCTTIK dJIeM OOJbIN eki marepsre Oemumi. Conuanuctik enaepain kemodacuibickl KCPO 6orca,
an kanutanmuctTik MemiekeTtep AKI-TeiH biknameiaga Oosiabl. Ockutaiima OUIONSAPIBIK JKyHe
OipHele OHXXBUIIABIKTApD OOMBI «KBIPFU-KA0AK COFBICY» PEXHUMIHIEC dJeMIl Yped MeH KOpPKbIHBIIITA
ycragsl. XX F. 6aceiaga KCPO biabipan, OMnossipabIK xKyle KyJlaranHaH KeiiH J)KarnoHUsHBIH CHIPTKBI
casicatbl bBYY aschiHIarel MY/IJIECIH HBIFalTa TYCTI. 3epmmeyoiy maxcamvl d#coHe MiHOemmepi —
OUMOSIPIBI KYHEeHIH KyJlayblHaH KeiliHri JKamoHUSHBIH CHIPTKBI cascaThIHBIH OH Oec (15) »Kblmaarsl
e3repcTepil 3epTrey; JKaroH eniHiH cascu YCTaHBIMAAPBIH TalKbLUIAY, CBIPTKBI casicaTTarbl OaFbITTaphl
MEH MIHJETTEPIH aHBIKTAY; >KAMOHIBIK KeJicce3nmep pociMaepin Ttanmay. Homuowenep. Maxanana
YKanonus Ceiptkbl IcTep Munuctpairinin «Nihon Gaimushd, Gaikd Seisho» H AN EE 42 H |
MyparaTThIK Aepektepine, bipikken ¥arrap ¥iieiMbl bac AccamOneschiHaa ce3 CONMIEreH KaroH cascu
JleNeranysIapbiHbIH Op KbUIIApAarkl MAHBI3AbI Casich MajliMaeMenep skuHarsl | [EHHRS (25175 H
ARAAREKME O 7 B EE R | cexinal kamoH TimiHmeri amramksl JIepeKKO3lep HeTisiHe
OUIOIAPIBIK JKYHe KyJlayblHaH KeHiHri JKanoHUSHBIH CBIPTKBI cascaThl 3epTTeii. XX F. COHbl MEH
XXI ¥. anFanikel OHXBULABIFBIHAA JKaNOHUS QJIEMIIIK CasiCH CaXHaJa KalTagaH ©31HIIK OPHBIH 137eyTe
TBIPBICTBI. OJIEMAIK IKOHOMUKAIBIK JTOHOp peTinae b¥ Y asceiHaa cascu caaMmak KHUHAyFa YMTBULIbL.
bY¥-na typakrhl mymenikke ue 0oy xoibiHAa JKanoHusga opTypiii cascu TapThICTap OPBIH ajibl.
Kopvimbinowi. CeIpTkbl cascatsl «Emmaa moxTpunacklHa» HerisnereH JKamoHHs, SKOHOMHKAJIBIK
0ail KyaTThl, QJICYMETTIK KaMTaMachI3aHBIABIPFAaH €71 OoJyFa aca MoH Oepii, opi OChl OarpITTa
AKIII—Kamonust kapsIM KaTblHachlH cakrail Ounmi. KP mamyribl MeMiekeT peTiHie 3KOHOMHUKAIBIK
epJiey TOXipuOeciH KWHAKTAy TYPFBICBIHAH JKaHA dJIEMJIIK TOPTINTIH KAIBINTACyhl Ke3eHiHaer! XKamnox
CBIPTKBI CasCaThIHBIH OaFBITTAphl MEH MIHICTTEPIH OLTyl ©T€ MaHBI3/IbI.

Tyiiin ce3nep: Xamonusa, b¥YY¥, KP, Ounonsapislk xyiie, KbIpFu-KabaK COFbIC, CBIPTKbI cascar,
XaJIbIKapasblK KaThIHACTAP, SKOHOMUKAIBIK AUILIOMaTHs, Eimma qoKTprHach

Aarsbic aiity. Makana Keito yausepcuretiniH TyJeri Cyrue KeHronslH KosiiaybIMEeH JOKTOPAHTTHIH
3epTTey K00aCBhIHBIH Oip 06eiri peTinae JalbIHIANIb.

Jaiiexco3 ymin: Kyaun6aii O.5. XKanoHusHbIH OCTOMTIONSAPIIBI XKYiie 19YyipiHIeT! CHIPTKBI cascatsl //
Edu.e-history.kz. 2023. T. 10. Ne 1. C. 26-40. (Ka3.) DOI: 10.51943/2710-3994 2023 33 _1_26-40.
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AnHoTanus. Bsedenue. Tlocne oxonuanuss Bropoit Muposoit BoitHel Mup OblT pasmeneH Ha JiBa
nareps: Kanutanuctudeckuii u commanuctudeckuii. CCCP BO3TNaBIsAI CONMATUCTHYCCKUAN OJIOK, a
KaMUTATUCTUYECKHUE CTPaHbl Haxoauiauch o BiusareM CIIIA. Ota GunonspHas cucreMa, JTHUBIIAsCS
JIECSITUIETUAMH, JIepikKajda MUP B CTpaxe B pexxkume "xosogHod BouHbI". B Hauanme XXI Beka, mocie
pacnaga CCCP u kpaxa OUIOJISIPHONM CUCTEMBI, SIMOHUS Hayajga akKTHBHEE MPOJABUTATh CBOM WHTEPECHI
B OOH. [fenv u 3a0auu uccredosanusi 3aKIOYAIOTCS B W3YYEHUH W3MEHEHUH, TPOU3OIMIEAIINX BO
BHEIIHEW mojuTuke Smonnu 3a narHaanath (15) net mocne pacnanga OunossipHol cuctemsl. B pamkax
UCCIIeIOBaHMs 00CYKIAIOTCS MOJIMTUYECKUE TTO3UIMK SIMOHUU, ONPEeNIOTCs HAapaBIeHUs U 3a/1auu
BO BHEUIHEH TMOJUTUKE, a TAaKXE MPOBOAUTCS AHAINW3 SMOHCKUX [EPErOBOPHBIX IPOLEIYP.
Pesynomamer. CtaThs ccbulaeTCsl HA apXWBHBIE JaHHblE MUHHCTEPCTBA MHOCTPAHHBIX Aen SAnoHUN
«Nihon Gaimushd Gaikd Seisho» H RSB [ FH FH ) |, a tawke Ha COOPHUK BaKHBIX
MOJINTUYECKUX 3asBJIICHUM SMOHCKUX IMOJIUTHYECKUX JeJieralluid, BbICTyHnaBIIMX Ha [‘eHepaibHOU
Accambnee OOH [ [EH R =ITI 1T 5 A AR KM O BEE IR | 1 uccnenyer BHemmHOM0
MONUTUKY SIMOHUM Tocle Kpaxa OWIONIAPHONW CHCTEMbl Ha OCHOBE SAMOHOS3BIYHBIX MCTOYHUKOB. B
KkoHIle XX B. U B nepBoM aecartunetnn XX| Beka SIMoHUS CHOBa MOMBITaTach HATH CBOE MECTO Ha
MHUPOBOH MONMUTUYECKON apeHe. Kak MUPOBOI 3KOHOMHYECKHH JOHOp, SIMOHMS cTpeMuics HaOpaTh
MOJIMTUYECKHUI BeC B MUPOBOM MOJIUTUKE U MPOIIEN Yepe3 Pa3InuHyl0 MOJIUTHYECKYI0 O0pBOY, YTOOBI
noctuyb noctosHHoe wieHcTBO OOH. Bwi6oowl. SInoHus, BHENIHSS TOJTUTHKA KOTOPOH OCHOBBIBANIACH
Ha «IokTpuHe Ecmma», mpujasana GoJblIOE 3HAUEHHE TOMY, YTOOBI CTaTh CTpaHOH ¢ Goraroit
HSKOHOMUYECKON MOIIBIO U COLMATbHBIM OOECIIEUEHUEM, U CMOIJIa COXPAHUTh aMEPUKAHO-STIOHCKHE
OTHOILLIEHUA B 3TOM Hamnpasienuu. PK kak pa3BuBaromiascsi crpaHa ¢ TOUKU 3p€HUS HAKOIUICHUS OMbITa
SKOHOMHUYECKOTO Pa3BUTHUSI OYEHb BaXKHO 3HATH HAMPABIICHUS U 3a/1a4d BHEIIHEW MOJUTUKHU SINOHUM B
nepuo dbopMupoBaHUS HOBOT'O MHUPOBOTO opsiiKa.
Kurouessblie cioBa: SAnonus, OOH, PK, 6umnonspHas cucreMa, X0JIOAHAs BOIHA, BHEIIHSS MMOJTUTHKA,
MEXIyHApOJAHbIC OTHOILLICHUS, SKOHOMUYECKas JTUTIIIOMAaTHS, JIOKTpUHA Ecuna
Baarogapuoctb. Ctartbs ObUIa MOJATOTOBJIEHA MpPH MOJICPKKE BBIMYCKHHMKAa YHHBepcurera Keiio
Cyrue Kenro B paMKax HCCIIeOBaHUs JIOKTOPAHTA.
JMass uutupoBanusi: KyanGaii O.b. Baemnss mnomutuka SMoHUM B 3MOXY MOCTOMMOJISPHOMN
cuctremsl // Edu.e-history.kz. 2023. T. 10. Ne 1. C. 2640. (Ka3s.)

DOI: 10.51943/2710-3994 2023 33 1 26-40.

Introduction

The global community and nations worldwide take a keen interest in the trajectory of Japan's
development, making it a significant role model for several developing countries. The US-Japan
relationship, which holds immense significance for the international community and nations in the
Asia Pacific region, possesses its own set of advantages. As the bipolar system came to an end, Japan's
foreign policy underwent significant changes. In the post-Cold War era, Japan faced a range of new
challenges that required a more proactive and independent approach to international relations. One of
the most significant changes in Japan's foreign policy was its efforts to become a more active player in
global affairs. This involved a shift away from its previous policy of relying heavily on the United
States for security and diplomatic support, towards a more assertive and independent stance on the
world stage. Another key aspect of Japan's post-Cold War foreign policy was its emphasis on regional
diplomacy. This involved strengthening ties with neighboring countries, particularly those in East Asia,
and working towards greater regional cooperation and integration. Overall, Japan's foreign policy in the
post-Cold War era was characterized by a more dynamic and forward-looking approach to international
relations. While there were certainly challenges along the way, Japan's efforts to adapt to the changing
global landscape have helped to secure its position as a key player in the Asia-Pacific region and
beyond.
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Materials and research methods

In preparing this scientific article, original Japanese sources such as the “Gaiko Seisho” [#}42
H & of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan and statements made by high-ranking officials of
Japanese Foreign Policy at the United Nations General Assembly [ [E#ERSIZI81T 5 H AR H O
75 B [ELE TR ) were consulted. The "Gaiko Seisho" is widely recognized as an invaluable archival
record of Japan's foreign policy, offering a comprehensive overview of Japanese foreign policy
throughout the decades. Moreover, both current and historical data from Japanese diplomatic history
spanning thirty (30) years were utilized as materials for this article. Statistical methods were employed
to process quantitative data.

There are several research methods that could have been used in studying the topic of Japanese
foreign policy after the collapse of the bipolar system, including: 1. Historical research: This involves
examining primary and secondary sources related to the historical events and policies that have
shaped Japan's foreign policy since the end of the Cold War. 2. Comparative analysis: This method
involves comparing Japan's foreign policy to that of other countries in the region or with similar
characteristics to identify similarities, differences, and patterns. 3. Case studies: This approach involves
analyzing specific events or policy decisions in-depth to understand how they have influenced Japan's
foreign policy in the post-Cold War era. 4. Surveys and interviews: These methods involve gathering
data directly from policymakers, experts, and other relevant stakeholders to gain insights into their
perspectives on Japan's foreign policy. 5. Quantitative analysis: This approach involves analyzing
statistical data related to Japan's foreign policy, such as trade patterns, diplomatic engagements, or
military spending, to identify trends and patterns. The article is based on general scientific analysis,
induction, synthesis, deduction, and statistical methods. Each historical and theoretical conclusion
presented in the article is supported with specific and accurate documentation.

Discussion

To conduct a thorough scientific and expert analysis of Japan's foreign policy after the collapse
of the bipolar system, | have primarily used original sources from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Japan. These sources include the Diplomatic Bluebook, 1989 Edition, July 1990, [4}52 % & 1989 4F
Fi) 1990 4E 7 A, 454 . HA, and Diplomatic Bluebook, 1992 Edition, April 1993, 428+
1992 R 1993 4F 4 A, A4, HA both published by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Japan. Another source | used was the Diplomatic Bluebook, 1997, which focuses on Japan's Foreign
Policy in a World of Deepening Interdependence, specifically Chapter I on the United Nations [{# %
LFAEARGFOMTICTIT 5 B RO AZBR ] F—FEH 2-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo, Japan. Diplomatic Bluebook. 1996, T. Shinyo. Kokuren no saikasseika 0 motomete 452 F
21996 FEif EREOFTEMEAL 2 KD T, In addition, | have used current data from the Japanese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for comparative data analysis, such as Diplomatic Bluebook 2022 432
F 2022 FFfiRR) 2021 FF D AR DS & [EERTE 4. S5, which covers Japanese Diplomacy and
the International Situation in 2021.

To confirm the accuracy of the scientific data presented in this article, I have also used
statements made by Japanese delegates at the United Nations. These statements were obtained from the
Index to Proceedings of the General Assembly, specifically Statements Delivered by Delegates of
Japan during the 48th, 49th, and 51st Sessions of the General Assembly of the United Nations [#5 49
RIEE R IZBT D HARKH- ORI, ENEHRY, L. 19954, % 51 [mIEER=ICE
7D BARREM O EHEHY $A, 1998 4] . These publications were published by the
United Nations and are available in both New York and Tokyo.
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This scientific article also incorporates the research of Russian scientists who have explored
Japanese foreign policy during the turn of the 20th and 21st centuries. The works of Arin O.A. are
referenced, specifically “Asia-Pacific Region: Myths, Illusions and Reality”, as well as Burmistrov P.'s
“Japan-DPRK: Aggravation of the North Korean Nuclear Problem™ (published in Asia and Africa
Today in 2005, issue Ne6). In addition, the book by Strel'tsov D.V., “System of 1955: Foreign and
Domestic Policy of Japan in the Cold War Era” from Moscow State Institute of International Relations
(University) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia, was utilized for this research.

We understand that current information is tomorrow's history, and thus have referred to primary
sources from Japanese media of the time, such as the Tokyo Shinbun on January 17, 1993 [ 8 5UHT A
1993 4= 1 A 17 H | , in our research. Additionally, we have considered the works of prominent
international relations scholars who hold significant influence over the political decisions of world
powers, shaping the contemporary global order. One such example is Zbigniew Brzezinski's “The
Grand Chessboard: American Primacy and Its Geostrategic Imperatives” (New York: Basic Books,
1997), whose expertise in the field spans several decades.

Results

The collapse of the bipolar system in the early 1990s marked a turning point in Japan's foreign
policy. Prior to this event, Japan's foreign policy was largely driven by its security alliance with the
United States, which served as a counterbalance to the Soviet Union's influence in the region. However,
the end of the Cold War brought about a shift in the global power balance and prompted Japan to
reevaluate its foreign policy priorities. Following the collapse of the bipolar system, Japan's foreign
policy gained greater prominence within the UN. After World War 11, the world was divided into two
opposing factions: the capitalist world led by the USA, and the socialist world led by the USSR:
“This led to a race for rearmament and the development of atomic bombs, culminating in the
emergence of a bipolar system known as Nikiyokutaisei [ 4] or Riyoukyokutaisei [ {4
il ], which lasted for several decades until the turn of the 21st century. This system kept the world in
a state of fear until the collapse of the USSR, leaving the USA as the sole superpower. Japan and its
communist neighbors had to look for new ways to approach foreign policy after this event. The end of
the “Cold War” [#7¥% | between the bipolar system marked a significant change in the world's
international relations, leaving the USA as the dominant force on the global stage. The collapse of
the USSR also prompted a search for new military, strategic, and political-economic answers, resulting
in a change in the geopolitical situation in East Asia during the 1990s” (Gaiko Seisho, 1990: 129).

If we analyze the above “Gaikd Seisho” data, we see the following results. As we can see,
the “Gaiko Seisho” data provides an accurate depiction of the current international situation. At this
juncture, Japan is once again reaffirming its position as a global economic power. In the aftermath of
the collapse of the Soviet Union, Japan began to focus more on economic diplomacy and promoting
free trade. This shift in emphasis was reflected in the country's foreign policy initiatives, which
included the launch of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum in 1989 and the
establishment of the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1995. At the same time, Japan sought to
strengthen its political and security ties with other countries in the region, particularly Southeast
Asia. This was seen as a way to balance China's rising influence in the region and to prevent the
emergence of a new bipolar order dominated by the United States and China. Japan also began to play
a more active role in regional security issues, including the resolution of the Cambodian conflict and
the promotion of peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula.

Throughout its history, Japan's foreign policy has consistently prioritized maintaining peace
and stability, reflecting its commitment to pacifism. As a global economic leader, Japan has
consistently adhered to the principles outlined in the UN Charter on Security: “However, the changing
global political landscape at the end of the 20th century, characterized by deepening economic and
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social challenges, raised important questions about the state of the world order and its impact on
international relations” (Gaikd Seisho, 1993: 164). According to a Russian scholar, Japan's foreign
policy has remained consistent over the past three decades. This view is shared by international experts
on foreign policy. After the collapse of the bipolar system, all countries began to reconstruct their
political ~ structures, including China and North Korea. Japan, along with the United States, also
reevaluated its foreign policy course based on historical bilateral agreements: “The global geostrategic
situation in East Asia, including Japan, became more complex after the end of the Cold War.
Consequently, a new challenge arose, and Japan needed to restructure its foreign policy course, which
had remained unchanged for the past thirty years” (Arin, 1997: 435).

If we analyze the increased instability in the Asia-Pacific region after the collapse of the
bipolar system, it becomes apparent that a new world order is being formed. The global political
situation has been widely discussed in Japanese media. For example, communist countries such as
DPRK and PRC have always hoped for the USSR as an ally and like-minded country in the case of a
military conflict in the Pacific region. However, after the collapse of the USSR, Russia still supports
these countries, which is a matter of concern for Japan. The Tokyo Shinbun newspaper reacted to this
development by stating: “that it is strange that the end of the Cold War has actually increased the level
of instability in the Asia-Pacific region” #4722 D%, WEROKEHE ST 27 KPEHIR D RN E
JE 2R S 722 & T¥ ) (Tokyo Shinbun, 1993:2).

Professor Shinichi Kitaoka (At[# fi#i—) from the University of Tokyo is highly critical of
Japan's foreign policy, arguing that it has been overly reliant on external factors rather than pursuing an
independent path: “It's not surprising that there are doubts about whether Japan has had a coherent
foreign policy since World War 11, and this is arguably true. A state's foreign policy is determined by
various factors, such as military and economic power, but none of these factors alone can fully explain
Japan's approach. As a result, it's clear that there is no overarching foreign policy guiding Japan's
decisions. It raises the question of whether Japan has made the right choices in its history and whether
it has properly considered the foundations of its foreign policy” (Gaiko Forum, 2002: 61). Japan has
always sought to have a significant voice in global politics, and this sentiment is shared among
respected politicians. They believe that Japan aims to preserve its influence through economic power
following World War Il. Eminent diplomats and politicians have expressed their perspectives on
Japan's foreign policy stance, emphasizing its crucial role in international relations and active efforts to
resolve  regional conflicts in order to uphold global stability: “It can be argued that Japan pursued a
policy of economic diplomacy to sustain its impact in the world after the Second World War”
(Burmistrov, 2005: 17). Japan's economic diplomacy is a set of policies and strategies aimed at
promoting the country's economic interests abroad, enhancing its international economic
competitiveness, and fostering cooperation with other countries to achieve mutual benefits. Some of the
key uses of Japan's economic diplomacy include:

1. Strengthening trade and investment: Japan's economic diplomacy seeks to expand trade and
investment relationships with other countries, both in traditional and emerging industries. This includes
promoting Japanese exports, attracting foreign investment to Japan, and negotiating trade agreements
that facilitate the flow of goods and services between Japan and its partners.

2. Enhancing economic competitiveness: Japan's economic diplomacy also aims to improve the
country's economic competitiveness by fostering innovation, promoting research and development,
and encouraging entrepreneurship. This includes supporting Japanese companies and industries in
expanding their operations overseas, as well as attracting foreign talent and expertise to Japan.

3. Addressing global economic challenges: Japan's economic diplomacy is also focused on
addressing global economic challenges, such as climate change, income inequality, and the digital
divide.
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Japan seeks to work with other countries to find solutions to these issues and promote sustainable
economic development.

4. Building partnerships: Japan's economic diplomacy is also aimed at building partnerships
with other countries, both bilaterally and multilaterally. This includes promoting regional economic
integration, participating in international organizations such as the World Trade Organization and the
Asian Development Bank, and supporting international development initiatives. Overall, Japan's
economic diplomacy is an important tool for advancing the country's economic interests and promoting
international cooperation and collaboration.

The changing international landscape did not have an impact on the relationship between the
US and Japan. The annual “Blue Book™ report on Japan's foreign policy notes that despite the collapse
of the bipolar system and the end of the Cold War, the security agreement signed during the Yoshida
cabinet era remains unchanged. With the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union,
Japan emerged as the most dominant power in the region. This necessitated a vigilant approach towards
its strategic partners and neighbors. However, the official stance of the Japanese government did not
include the country's political direction in the last decade of the 20th century as a topic of discussion.
The security debate raised a number of critical questions, including whether Japan is a regional power
in Asia or a global political force. Should Japan aspire to play a significant role in global politics,
or should it limit itself to economic pursuits? How effective is the partnership between Japan and the
US, and can Japan chart its own independent foreign policy course?

In his book, “The Grand Chessboard: American Primacy and Its Geostrategic Imperatives,”
Brzezinski describes the relationship between the two countries as follows: “Japan should not solely
serve as an unsinkable American aircraft carrier in the Far East, nor should it be America’'s primary
military partner in Asia, or potentially a leading country in the Asian region” (Brzezinski, 1997: 89).
However, the esteemed politician Brzezinski was slightly mistaken about the relationship between
the USA and Japan. Japan's current course of action helps to maintain peace and stability in the region
with its communist neighbors, such as PRC and DPRK. In other words, the US guarantees peace
and stability in the Asia-Pacific region. If the “Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security between
the United States and Japan” Nihon-Koku to Amerika-Gasshitkoku tono aidano Sogo Kyoryoku oyobi
Anzen Hoshéo Joyaku T HARE &7 AV B G 5%[EH & OM O A1 O 22 I0REZK) ] were to
be terminated, a different situation would emerge in the region. Yoshida Shigeru [ H /5% )
formulated a policy that prioritized Japan's economic revival, with 99% of the economy devoted to this
goal. The “Yoshida Doctrine” [#H K2 K U > relied on the military defense of the United States,
devoting only 1% of GDP to the military while maintaining independence in foreign affairs. This
policy has borne fruit for several decades in the development of the Japanese economy and the
emergence of the “Japanese miracle”. The Japanese economic miracle Kodo keizai seicho |15 FERET
F%£& | began in 1950 and continued until the 1973 oil crisis.

Japan's foreign policy aims to ensure the stability, prosperity, and well-being of the country and
its citizens. During the lengthy “Cold War” and the confrontation between the capitalist and socialist
worlds, Japan had to play a behind-the-scenes role as a member of the Western camp. However, the
late 1980s marked a turning point not only in Japan's history but also in its politics: “In 1988, the illegal
sale of “Rikuruto” shares by the LDP leader created a major scandal. Eleven members of parliament
were charged with bribery, and the trial in the “Rikruto case” [V 27 /L h 5] lasted for 13 years
and included 322 hearings. The Japanese people's reluctance to vote for the opposition, despite their
dissatisfaction with the ruling party, can be attributed in part to the fact that opposition parties were
not immune to accusations of political corruption. Almost all opposition parties, including the Komeito

[/NBA% | PDS Minshu Shakai Shugi To FRF4122FF6% | and SDP Nihon Shakaits [ HARFEE
%t | were involved in financial and other scandals, as was revealed in the Rikruto case. Even the
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Communist Party was frequently accused in the media, which undermined its reputation in the eyes of
the public. For instance, the “Nosak case” [#f¥Z =Ff4] in 1992, also known as the “Hakuto”

A& F{F ] incident, dealt a severe blow to the party's prestige” (Streltsov, 2019: 90-97).
Corruption has had a significant impact on Japanese foreign policy. The prevalence of corruption
scandals involving politicians and political parties in Japan has resulted in a loss of public trust and
confidence in the government. This has made it difficult for Japanese policymakers to effectively
pursue foreign policy goals and to gain support from the Japanese public. The political scandals in
Japan have also had an impact on Japan's relationships with other countries. For example, Japan's
relations with the United States were strained when it was revealed that politicians in Japan were
involved in illegal arms deals with Iran. Similarly, Japan's relations with other Asian countries were
affected when it was discovered that Japanese politicians had made controversial visits to the Yasukuni
Shrine, a controversial war memorial that is seen as a symbol of Japan's militaristic past. Furthermore,
corruption in Japan has led to a lack of accountability and transparency in government decision-making,
which has made it difficult for Japan to effectively participate in international organizations and to
coordinate with other countries on global issues. Overall, corruption has had a negative impact on
Japan's foreign policy and its ability to effectively pursue its interests and goals on the international
stage.

In modern times, Japan's diplomacy aims to match its economic power with its political
influence. Japan's diplomatic focus shifted towards the United Nations after the collapse of the bipolar
system. Japan has been a peaceful country and an economic donor ever since it became a member of
the UN: “After the Cold War, Japan gained recognition as a major economic sponsor in the world,
actively participating in the resolution of conflicts in the Middle East, Africa, and other regions. Japan
alone covers 16 % of the cost of UN peacekeeping operations globally, which is a significant
economic sacrifice. This reflects Japan's commitment to addressing some of the world's most pressing
issues, such as the refugee crisis. Japan is the leading country among UN member states in providing
non-reimbursable financing for refugees. The Japanese government advocated for increasing the
number of UN member countries in the early 1990s and pushed for equal authority for Japan within
the organization” (Gaiko Seisho, 1998: 152).

Japan aimed to contribute to the reform of the UN Security Council, and this issue was first
raised in 1993. At that time, Japan was already considered an economic powerhouse, and therefore,
its participation was crucial. However, Japan faced opposition from the PRC during the voting
process: “The Security Council reform issue, known as the Anzen Hoshé Riji-Kai [ 22 &R FEHL 2 |
became the primary concern of Japan's official foreign policy. In 1993, Tokyo presented its own
views on the reforms of the Security Council to the UN. Morihiro Hosokawa [#fi)I[7E ] mentioned
this in his speech at the UN General Assembly session on September 27 (Index to Proceedings of
the General Assembly, 1995: 178).

The Japanese Prime Minister confidently presented Japan's priorities to the global community,
stating that Japan could make the most significant contributions to the UN. He also expressed Japan's
willingness to participate in discussions on the reform of the Anzen Hoshé Riji-Kai 22 2R FEEEF 2 |
Security Council: “From June 30, 1994, to 1996, Kono Yohei [{ifE77£ %] served as Minister of
Foreign Affairs. On February 27, 1994, Kono Yohei made a significant statement on behalf of Japan
during the UN General Assembly session. He reported that Japan was prepared to take on the
responsibility of a permanent member of the Security Council. The official representative of Japan at
the UN, Owada Hisashi [/INFfiH & ] , repeatedly emphasized the country's international achievements
and expressed their eagerness to resolve this issue as soon as possible” (Dai 49-kai Kokuren Sokai
ni Okeru Nihondaihyo-dan no Seimei., 1995: 67). Owada Hisashi played a key role in negotiating
and drafting the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, which was adopted in 1982. He was
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also involved in Japan's efforts to reform the United Nations Security Council, advocating for Japan to
be granted a permanent seat on the council. In addition to his diplomatic work, Owada Hisashi also
served as a judge on the International Court of Justice from 2003 to 2018, where he was involved in a
number of important cases, including disputes between Japan and South Korea over the ownership of
the Takeshima/Dokdo Islands and between Japan and China over the legality of Japan's whaling
practices.

The topic of Japan's role in the UN Security Council has been a matter of great debate and
importance in political circles for many years. It is still a relevant issue even today. Former Japanese
Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto [#&AS#EAKER | realized that Japan's actions at the UN needed to
be well-considered. In his UN speech, he offered ideas on how to address the issues facing the UN,
which were more practical than the proposals of his predecessor, Kono: “The crux of the matter was
that Japan should aim to become a non-permanent member FE&{EFEF[E | of the Security Council
rather than a permanent one. Both official and unofficial media outlets, including the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, have reported that Japan contributes more funding to the UN than the UK, China,
and France, with Germany being the only country to outpace Japan in financial contributions”
(Dai 51-kai Kokuren Sokai ni Okeru Nihondaihyo-dan no Seimei, 1998: 103). Being a non-permanent
member of the UN Security Council is important for Japan because it allows the country to have a
voice and influence in the decisions made by the council without the same level of responsibility and
commitment as a permanent member. As a non-permanent member, Japan can contribute to discussions
and decisions related to international peace and security, while also avoiding some of the political
and diplomatic challenges that come with being a permanent member. Additionally, serving as a
non-permanent member allows Japan to demonstrate its commitment to the United Nations and its role
in maintaining international peace and security.

Due to the nature of its constitution, Japan upholds peace and stability as key values in its
foreign policy. As such, Japan fully supports the United Nations in all its endeavors, as the organization
is instrumental in maintaining peace and security in the region: “Since joining the UN in 1956, Japan
has consistently defined its commitment to the organization as a fundamental element of its foreign
policy. This is reflected in Japan's contributions to a wide range of UN activities, including finance,
peacekeeping operations, disarmament, non-proliferation, development, and more. In recognition of
Japan's contributions, it was elected as a non-permanent member of the Security Council with an
overwhelming majority in 1996. Japan's active role in strengthening the functions of the UN and
resolving regional conflicts as a non-permanent member of the Security Council is critical for meeting
the international community's expectations for Japan's future role. Japan is also actively engaged in
discussions on the reform of the Security Council and has voiced its commitment to discharging its
responsibilities as a permanent member of the Security Council with the endorsement of many
countries and the understanding of the Japanese people. After the end of the Cold War, Japan has been
actively participating with the international community in resolving global issues such as terrorism,
environmental problems, refugee crises, and drug trafficking. For example, Japan hosted the 1997
Kyoto Conference on global warming, which led to the adoption of the Kyoto Protocol. Additionally,
regional partnership is a key direction of Japan's foreign policy, reflecting its commitment to building
strong and mutually beneficial relationships with other countries in the region” (Gaikd Seisho, 1997:
109).

Recently, Secretary General Antonio Guterres acknowledged Japan's significant role in
promoting world peace during a press conference at the Japan National Press Club on August 8th, 2022.
He specifically highlighted Japan's active contribution to humanitarian aid efforts in Ukraine, which
reaffirms Japan's steadfast commitment to the United Nations for several decades: “As the third-largest
financial contributor to the UN, Japan is not only a critical pillar of the multilateral system but also a
major supporter of various UN initiatives beyond funding. Secretary General Guterres expressed his

- ==



Edu.e-history.kz 2023. 10 (1)

appreciation for Japan's solidarity and aid in response to the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, as well as
its strong commitment to universal health insurance and leadership in disaster risk reduction. Moreover,
Japan's contribution to United Nations peacekeeping demonstrates its global leadership in
strengthening the defense of peace, human security, and disarmament. In an era of escalating
geopolitical tensions and renewed nuclear threats, Japan's unwavering advocacy for peace and security
is more critical than ever” (Statement, 2022: 1).

Despite Japan's impressive economic accomplishments and financial contributions to the
United Nations, it has yet to secure a permanent seat on the Security Council. Nonetheless, Great
Britain, France, and the United States have expressed their unwavering support for Japan across all
areas. This has resulted in Japanese diplomacy prioritizing specific areas of focus: “During the UN
General Assembly on September 22, 2004, then—Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi boldly proclaimed
Japan's readiness to become a permanent member of the Security Council. However, this statement
alone did not lead to any concrete resolution of the issue” (Gaiko Seisho, 1996: 37-38).

On January 12, 2023, Japan and England signed the “Defense Treaty” a significant move for
Japan in current politics. Japan is known for allocating a large portion of its economic resources to
self-defense, rather than developing and selling military equipment. The Turkish media reported on
the meeting between Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and his English counterpart, Rishi
Sunak, during Kishida's diplomatic tour of France, Italy, England, Canada, and the United States: “The
meeting resulted in the signing of a defense agreement that allows for the deployment of military
forces on each other's territory, taking the bilateral defense cooperation to a new level. The British
Prime Minister's Office emphasized that the agreement, which is "the most important defense
agreement between the UK and Japan in more than 100 years," will strengthen the defense and security
cooperation of the two countries. Additionally, the statement highlighted that the UK is the first
European country to sign a Mutual Access Agreement with Japan, and this new step will reinforce the
UK's commitment to ensuring the security and stability of the Indo-Pacific region” (“Milliyet”, 2023:1).

One important aspect of Japan's foreign policy is its Official Development Assistance (ODA),
or Seifu Kaihatsu Enjo [EB/FBH 34281 . Providing aid to developing countries is crucial for
promoting international prosperity and stability, and Japan is committed to leveraging its economic and
technical resources to support developing nations: “For instance, in 1995, Japan established the
Japanese Development Association in the Republic of Kazakhstan, which initially provided financial
assistance to the newly independent country. However, as Kazakhstan's political landscape evolved, the
country transitioned away from donor support and towards self-reliant development, which has
contributed to its growing status as a trade partner. Similarly, Japan has been assisting Uzbekistan with
its transition to a market economy since the country gained independence, in line with Uzbekistan's
importance as a regional player in Central Asia. The Official Development Assistance program for
Uzbekistan, published in 2012, prioritizes economic growth, infrastructure development, human
resource development, and support for the social sector” (Embassy of Japan in Uzbekistan, 2022: 1).

Japan has always been interested in the Central Asian Countries, but due to the world political
situation, it hasn't been able to establish close ties with Kazakhstan. However, Japan has always been
interested in the political events that occur in Kazakhstan. In the Diplomatic Blue Book, Japan's
views on the January Events in Kazakhstan are briefly summarized as follows: “In January 2022,
Kazakhstan declared a state of emergency following protests against fuel price hikes that spread and
became more extreme. Kazakhstan requested assistance from the Russian-led Collective Security
Treaty Organization (CSTO), and Russian-led Peacekeeping Forces were dispatched, after which the
situation calmed down. The unrest led to the resignation of the first President Nursultan Nazarbayev
from the presidency of the Security Council and the acceleration of President Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev's efforts towards large-scale domestic reforms. In May 2021, Prime Minister Suga and
President Tokayev held a summit telephone call and agreed to enhance the strategic partnership
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between the two countries in various areas, including politics and the economy. In the same month,
Speaker of the House of Representatives Oshima Tadamori held an online meeting with the Speaker of
the Kazakh Parliament's Lower House” (Gaikd Seisho, 2022: 149).

In the post-bipolar system, Japan adheres to several political principles in its relations with
Kazakhstan. First and foremost, Japan aims to promote peace, stability, and prosperity in the Central
Asia region, including Kazakhstan. Japan also seeks to strengthen its economic and cultural ties with
Kazakhstan through various initiatives, such as the Official Development Assistance (ODA) program
and the Central Asia Plus Japan dialogue. Furthermore, Japan adheres to the principle of respect for
national sovereignty and territorial integrity in its relations with Kazakhstan. Japan supports
Kazakhstan's independence and territorial integrity and opposes any attempt to change the status quo
by force. Japan also places great importance on dialogue and cooperation in its relations with
Kazakhstan. Japan believes in the importance of diplomatic engagement and dialogue to resolve
conflicts and address issues of mutual concern. This is evident in Japan's participation in the Central
Asia Plus Japan dialogue, where officials from Japan and Kazakhstan engage in regular discussions on
a wide range of issues. Finally, Japan is committed to promoting human rights, democracy, and the
rule of law in its relations with Kazakhstan. Japan recognizes the importance of these values for
building a stable and prosperous society and supports efforts to promote them in Kazakhstan.

Japan has always been keenly interested in energy issues, and as part of the Dialogue 5 "Central
Asia plus Japan,” a meeting of energy industry experts was recently held. This step clearly
demonstrates Japan's desire to forge even closer ties with Central Asian countries: “The Central Asian
countries, which celebrated their 30th anniversary of independence in 2021, are partners in maintaining
and strengthening a free and open international order. Japan is promoting diplomacy aimed at
contributing to peace and stability in the region. In January and February 2022, Prime Minister Kishida
and Foreign Minister Hayashi exchanged congratulatory messages with the leaders and foreign
ministers of Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan to mark the 30th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations. In March, the 6th Expert Meeting on clean energy was held
within the framework of the "Central Asia plus Japan" Dialogue 5. At this meeting, working-level
experts from the five Central Asian countries and Japan exchanged views on the topic. In June, the 14th
Senior Officials Meeting (SOM) was held online, where the five Central Asian countries and Japan
discussed ways to strengthen cooperation in the region. At the SOM, officials affirmed the results of
cooperation between Japan and the five Central Asian countries in the areas of health, economy, and
environment. Following the Foreign Ministers' Special Video Conference Meeting of the "Central Asia
plus Japan™ dialogue in August 2020, it was agreed to proceed with preparatory work for the next
Foreign Ministers' Meeting” (Gaiko Seisho, 2022: 148).

The Japanese people, shaped by centuries of Japanese mentality, have their own unique
approach to negotiations. There are three types of negotiations in Japan: Ringi [ZZi#] , Nemawashi

(MRl L | , and Haragei H}2 2] . Understanding the meanings of these terms can provide
interesting insights into Japanese negotiation strategies. The first type of negotiation is Ringi: “Ringi
is a necessary procedure when purchasing goods or concluding a contract. The purpose is to obtain
approval from upper management for proposals made by subordinates. For those unfamiliar with the
process, it can be confusing and time-consuming. However, knowing how to navigate this procedure
smoothly can make life much easier” TZZa% & 139 Sl AOTAIRERE 70 & OBRIC B & 70 D T
o BFAH LB EEHROF T2 69 ZENAMTT, Efx LiF2-oTEIWD
EWR? RERAOEHEFITE L RVATLES D 2 Biko TRROMEERC #2022 NS/ &
ZARNMBE —EITFFOB D, Th, AL—XTARBELGL HIEZHUL, HRTZOA ML
AN 725139 T9 ) (Miyabayashi, 2022:1). Japan values advance preparation, especially in
matters of international
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relations. The second type of Japanese negotiation is Nemawashi, which means: "talking to the people
involved in negotiations and meetings in advance so that things go smoothly.” This approach is often
referred to as "advance preparation” [HREIL &%, [58W - 2@ & T, FHN O EFES L DI,
Al S > TREREICEZ DI TR 2 L) (AE3BE) TT, Wb SR T9) (Shigoto
Seikd no Kagi, 2020: 1).

In contrast to Western cultures, where directness is valued, Japanese communication tends to be
more indirect. This is evident in the third type of Japanese negotiation, Haragei [f§3%] which means
the art of the stomach: “Haragei involves understanding the other person's true intentions that are
not expressed in words during a conversation. It also means conveying one's own message without
directly stating it. Japanese society's homogeneity allows for implicit communication, and Haragei is
considered a sign of refined, intelligent, and mature conversation.

Overall, the Japanese approach to negotiation emphasizes harmony and avoiding conflict, which
is reflected in the importance placed on wa [#1] , meaning “harmony.” By understanding and
respecting these principles, foreigners can effectively navigate negotiations with Japanese counterparts”
(Bleistein, 2017: 89).

Japanese negotiation methods come in various forms, all of which showcase a unique Japanese
mentality. However, this can sometimes lead to misunderstandings among foreign colleagues in
diplomatic relations who are unfamiliar with these methods. For instance, the “"playing with the
stomach" technique, which involves resolving complex issues over a meal of expensive and delicious
dishes, is an example of such a method. Japanese diplomacy values traditional negotiating styles and
foreign colleagues must be aware of the subtleties of Eastern culture to successfully engage in
diplomatic relations. In light of Kazakhstan's thirty-year history of independence, the country has
formed its own diplomatic style that is recognized globally as a peaceful and continuously developing
nation. This success can be attributed to the country's adherence to the wise “Kazakh diplomacy,” as
exemplified by the legendary Ablai Khans and batyrs of the Great Steppe. Similarly, as Japan has its
unique “Japanese” diplomacy, Kazakhstan should also strive to incorporate something uniquely
“Kazakh” into its foreign policy. Kazakhstan's history of wise, peace-loving, courageous, and bold
diplomacy is something that foreign diplomatic corps do not possess, and should be preserved as part
of the country's identity.

The article primarily focuses on Japanese foreign policy after the collapse of the USSR and its
heavy reliance on an economic structure. It does not discuss Kazakhstan's diplomacy in relations with
Japan. However, the changing global political orders, and the ongoing conflicts, make Kazakhstan's
diplomacy in maintaining peace and stability and upholding the UN Charter extremely vital. In the
coming years, Kazakhstan may bear a significant responsibility for Central Asia, and hence, it must
continue to uphold the UN Charter and become a robust economic and military power.

After researching this topic, we have identified several distinctive features and the significance
of Japan's foreign policy following the collapse of the bipolar system. After the collapse of the bipolar
system, the peculiarity of Japanese foreign policy has been characterized by a number of factors,
including:

1. Increased emphasis on multilateralism: Japan has become increasingly engaged in
multilateral institutions and has sought to play a more active role in shaping the global order. For
example, Japan has been a key participant in the United Nations and has taken a leadership role in
initiatives such as the G20 and the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum.

2. Strengthened security partnerships: With the rise of China and North Korea's nuclear threat,
Japan has placed greater emphasis on its security partnerships with the United States and other allies in
the region. Japan has also pursued closer security ties with countries such as Australia, India, and the
United Kingdom.
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3. Focus on economic diplomacy: Japan's economic diplomacy has become more prominent in
the post-bipolar world. Japan has focused on strengthening economic ties with countries in the
Asia-Pacific region, including China and ASEAN countries, while also pursuing trade agreements
with countries in other regions.

4. Increased emphasis on soft power: Japan has sought to enhance its soft power and cultural
influence in the world through initiatives such as the "Cool Japan" campaign, which promotes
Japanese culture and products abroad. Japan has also sought to expand its cultural and educational
exchanges with other countries.

5. Active engagement with global issues: Japan has been actively engaged in global issues such
as climate change, international development, and disarmament. Japan has contributed to international
efforts to address these issues through its participation in the United Nations and other international
organizations.

Overall, the peculiarity of Japanese foreign policy after the collapse of the bipolar system has
been characterized by a combination of multilateralism, security partnerships, economic diplomacy,
soft power, and active engagement with global issues.

Conclusion
After the collapse of the global bipolar system Riyoukyokutaisei [ {4 | or Nikiyokutaisei
[ —Hm{KH] ] Japan's foreign policy shifted towards closer ties with the United Nations, as Japan
assumed the role of an economic donor. The concept of “economic diplomacy” Keizai Gaiko [#&#54+
A% | became a major driving force behind Japan's foreign policy. Despite the collapse of the global
bipolar system, the United States remained a superpower in the Far East, and the "Yoshida Doctrine"
continued to play a crucial role in Japanese foreign policy. The "security umbrella” agreement between
the US and Japan remained unchanged throughout the 20th century and still holds today, with Japan
being a powerful economically developed country.

However, after the collapse of the USSR at the end of the 20th century, Japan realized that
it needed to gain more political weight within the UN. The weakness of Russia after the Soviet regime
re-established led to discussions about the return of the "northern territories" Etorofu-zo [HRIE S |
Kunashiri-to [[E% 5] Shikotan-to [t} Habomai-gunto [ %ERER | of Japan, but the Kuril
Islands dispute Chishima retto funso | [ % 5#3 4] remains unresolved. Japanese diplomacy
understood that it could only conduct foreign policy within the framework of the US-Japanese
agreement [HARE &7 X U B GREE OB OMA W I OV 2R FEZK ] without risking
military conflict. Japan has chosen the path of pacifism, focusing on sustainable economic development
and the well-being of its people, rather than engaging in pathos.

Japan's foreign policy after the collapse of the bipolar system was also characterized by its
efforts to engage in multilateral diplomacy and to play a more active role in global governance.
This included the country's participation in the United Nations peacekeeping operations and its
support for the establishment of the International Criminal Court (ICC). Japan's unique approach to
diplomacy has resulted in incredible success in its economy. As evidence of its success, Japan's
“economic miracle” Kodo keizai seicho | EE## %R ] has made it a financially rich state, which is
always influential in foreign policy. The Japanese government believes that the duty of any state is to
make its people rich, powerful, and happy. The Republic of Kazakhstan can learn from Japan's foreign
policy, particularly in terms of economic development and being ready for major geopolitical changes
in Eurasia in the next ten to twenty years. As a rich region, Central Asia has the potential to become
a major player in the global arena. By studying the powerful model of Japan's economic development
and pursuing an independent foreign policy, Kazakhstan can be prepared for the big changes ahead.
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Japan's foreign policy in the post-bipolar system can be characterized by several important
points: 1. Active engagement in international organizations: Japan has actively participated in
international organizations such as the United Nations and the World Trade Organization, advocating
for free trade, human rights, and peacekeeping. 2. Strengthening relationships with regional partners:
Japan has sought to strengthen its relationships with other countries in the region, particularly with
the United States, China, and South Korea, through various economic and security initiatives. 3. Pursuit
of a more independent foreign policy: Japan has sought to become a more independent player in the
international arena, pursuing a more proactive and assertive foreign policy, particularly in security
matters. 4. Focus on economic diplomacy: Japan has prioritized economic diplomacy, promoting free
trade agreements and economic partnerships with countries in the region and beyond, as a means to
enhance its global influence. 5. Contribution to global challenges: Japan has contributed to global
challenges such as climate change, nuclear disarmament, and counterterrorism, through active
participation in international frameworks and initiatives.

In conclusion, the collapse of the bipolar system in the early 1990s had a significant impact on
Japan's foreign policy. It prompted the country to shift its focus towards economic diplomacy and
regional security cooperation, as well as to play a more active role in global governance. These changes
in Japan's foreign policy reflected the country's efforts to adapt to a rapidly changing global
landscape and to maintain its position as a major player in the international community.
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