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O©0X / VIK/ UDK 94(574) "1914/1991

INNOVATIONS OF SOVIET POWER IN THE FIELD OFEDUCATION IN THE 1920-1930s
Akhmetzhanova A.T.1, Alina A.D.?

! Associate Professor of Department of History of Kazakhstan, al-Farabi KazNU,
Almaty, Republic of Kazakhstan
2Master’s Studentat Hankuk University of Foreign Studies and the al-Farabi Kazakh NU

Abstract. With the seizure of power by the Bolsheviks in October 1917, a new stage of cultural change
began in Russia and on its outskirts. In the article, the author tells about the measures of the Soviet power
to improve the system of enlightenment and education, the training of teachers, the opening of the first
universities of Kazakhstan in the first years of the existence of Soviet power.Based on the research of
Kazakhstan historians, the essence of the creation and development of the new education system,
innovations in the cultural sphere, designed to become the pillar of the new government in educating and
re-educating the Soviet people, is revealed.The position of the Kazakh intelligentsia to address the issue
of the cultural development of the Kazakh people is reviewed, numerical data are presented and a table
is drawn up concerning the organization of the educational process and the opening of the first
universities in the country. Keywords. Soviet power, Kazakh intelligentsia, socialist state, innovations,
education, cultural revolution, higher education institutions.

Keywords: higher education institutions., cultural revolution, education, innovations, socialist state,
Kazakh intelligentsia, Soviet power

XX FACBIPABIH 20-30 )KBIJIJAPBIHIAFBI KEHEC OJAFBIHBIH MOJEHUET 'KOHE
BLJIIM BEPY CAJIACBIHJIATBI JKAHAIIBLIIBIKTAPBI

AxmerskanoBa A.T.}, Anuna A.JI.2

lOn-Mdapabu ateiEmars Kazak YITTHIK yHEBEpCHTETITiHIH Ka3akcTal Tapuxs! KadeapachiHbIH JOIEHT,
T.F.K., Anmartsl K., Kazakcran PecriyOnukace!

ZXaHTyK IIeT Tinjep YHUBEPCHTETiHiH koHe On-Dapadu aTeiHAarsl Ka3ak YITTHIK YHHBEPCHUTETITIHIH
maructpanTbl, Ceyn K., OHTycTik Kopes

Anparna. 1917 )KpUTFBI Ka3aH alfbIiHIa O0IBIIEBUKTEPAIH OMITIKTI Oackin anysiMeH Peceiie xoHe OHBIH
TYHKIP-TYNKIPIHAE MOJCHH oHEe OuriM Oepy canachlHIAarbl e3repicTepiH aHa Ke3eHl OacTalifbl.
Makainana aBropiap Kasakcranna keHec eximeTiHiH 1920-1930-x0k. arapTy, MOIEHUET >kaHe O11iM Oepy
KYWECIHIH >KaHFBIPTBUTYBI, JKaHAa TEAarOTHKAIBbIK Kaapiapibl maspiay macerneci, anramkbsl KOO-
JapJbIH alllbUTYBl TYpalibl OasHAaWIbl. AJNAIl 3UsIBUIAPBIHBIH JKOHE KA3aKCTAHBIK TapUXIIBLIAPIBIH
3epTTeyJIepIHE CYHEHE OTBIPHIT, KEHECTIK XaJIBIKThI TOpOUeney MeH KaiiTa TopOuesney kaHa OKIMETTiH
Heri3i Ooiyra apHanFaH jkaHa OiliM Oepy KYHECiH KoHE Je MOACHH cala/larbl JKaHAIIBUIIBIKTAPIbI
€HI'i3y MEH JaMBITYIBIH MOHI aHBIKTaIa b1 Ka3aK XalKbIHBIH MOJICHHU calajia JaMy MACEJIeCiH MICIIyTe
KATBICTBI Ka3aK 3USUTBUIAPBIHBIH KO3KApachl 3ePTTEIIHIM, CAHBIK JAEPEKTEP YCHIHBUIBIN, OKY MPOIECiH
YUBIMIACTBIPY KOHE €JJIET1 allFallIKbl )KOFaphbl OKY OPBIHAAPBIHBIH AllIbUTYBI TypaJlbl KECTE YCHIHBLIAIBI.
Tyiiin ce3aep: KEHECTIK OKIMET, Ka3aK 3UsUIbUIAPHI, COIUATMCTIK MEMJICKET, KaHAIBUIIBIKTApP, OUTIM
0epy, MOZICHH PEBOITIOLINS, KOFAPhl OKY OPBIHJIAPHI.
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HOBOBBEJIEHWSI COBETCKOM BJIACTH B C®EPE KYJIbTYPBI U OBPA3OBAHMSI B 20-
30-e 'OJbI XX BEKA

AxmetskanoBa A.T.}, Anuna A.JI.2

'K..n., nouent xadenpsl ucropun Kazaxcrana, Ka3axckoro HalMoHanbHOIO yHHBEPCHTETA HM.ajlb-
®dapabu,r. Anmarsl, Pecriydnuka Kazaxcran

Maructpant XaHIyKCKOTO YHMBEPCHTETa MHOCTPAHHBIX A3bIKOB M Ka3axcKoro HalMOHAILHOTO
yHuBepcuTeTa uM.anb-Dapadwu, . Ceyn, Pecriyonuka Kopes

AnHoTtamusi. C 3axBaToM OOJIbIIIEBUKAMHU BJIacTH B OKTsi0pe 1917 roga, B Poccum u Ha ee okpamHax
Hayajcsd HOBBIM 3Tam mnpeoOpa3oBaHMid B 00JacTH KyIbTyphl M oOpa3oBaHusi. B crathe aBTOpHI
OIMCBIBAIOT MEpPbl COBETCKOW BIACTU MO MOJEPHM3ALMU CHCTEMBbl IMPOCBEIIEHUs, 00pa3oBaHUs U
KYJIBTYpBI, TOATOTOBKY MEIarornyeckix KaapoB, OTKPHITHH MEpBBIX By30B B Kazaxcrane B 1920-1930-
ple ronapl. Onupasch Ha HCCICNOBAaHUS AIALICKONM HMHTEIUIMIEHIUMM M Ka3aXCTAaHCKUX HCTOPUKOB
PacKpBIBAETCS CYyTh CO3/IaHUS M Pa3BUTHUSI HOBOM CHCTEMBI 00pa30BaHMs, HOBOBBEJICHHH B KyJIbTYPHOM
cdepe, NpU3BaHHbIE CTATh ONOPOI HOBOM BIACTH B BOCIIMTAHUU U NIEPEBOCIIUTAHUN COBETCKUX JIIOJCH.
PaccmoTpena nos3unus Ka3axXCKOW HMHTEJUIMTEHLIMU I10 PELIEHUIO0 BOIIPOCAa O KYJIbTYPHOM DPa3BUTUHU
Ka3aXxCKOro HapoJa, NpuBeAEHbl IIU(PPOBbIE JaHHbIE M COCTaBJIeHa Ta0JIMIIa, KacaTeIbHO OPraHU3aluu
00pa3oBaTENHFHOTO MPOIIECCa U OTKPHITUS TIEPBBIX BY30B B CTPAHE.

KiroueBbie cj10Ba: COBETCKasl BIACTh, Ka3aXCKas MHTEIUIMTECHLUSA, COLUAIINCTUYECKOE TOCYNapCTBO,
HOBOBBEZICHUSI, 00pa30BaHMe, KyJIbTYPHAs! PEBOJIIOLNS, BHICIINE YICOHBIC 3aBEICHUSI.

Introduction

There have been positive changes in the education system and culture of the Republic of
Kazakhstanafter it gainedindependence. Innovations touched all parts of the structure of the educational
process. An important place was given to the study and teaching of the history and culture of Kazakhstan
in schools and universities. The country's scientists were faced with the task of describing the
pastobjectively and preparing new textbooks, teaching aids, and scientific papers. Also, training of
historians who can explain the functions of history as an academic discipline, establishing the connection
of the younger generation with the traditions of a given society and serving history as a means of shaping
national and cultural identity. There was a great growth ofinterest in national history and spiritual culture,
the history of the creation of a network of higher educational institutions, and alsostudies of the education
system and culture in the Soviet period has been analyzed.

Materials and methods

The study and analysis of the cultural transformations of the state, workers, and peasants was
conducted with the help of documentary materials published in different years of independence of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, source studies and reading books full with documents from the Soviet period.
A comparative historical analysis and systematization of the data given in the works of scientists of the
Soviet and independent Kazakhstan were carried out.

Discussion

In October 1917, in an intense struggle for power, the political parties of the Russian Empire were
defeated.It was established the Bolshevik Party, the RSDLP (b), that planned the introduction of new
laws and orders inherent in another state that had not existed until now in the world — a socialist, Soviet
state.Innovations covered all areas of society, including culture, science, and education.The
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contradictions in the positions of the Alash intelligentsia and the Bolsheviks on the cultural development
of the Kazakh people changes in the sphere of enlightenment and education, the modernization of the
training system in various fields of knowledge, the opening of higher educational institutions in
Kazakhstanwere vividly expressed [Koiirenaues M. K., 2004. [Ipmwxkenue Amnamt, 2008 u ap.].

It is known that in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the population of Kazakhstan within the
Russian Empire had the opportunity to receive education in Muslim schools and madrasah, Russian-
native schools, public schools and schools established by the royal administration.The ultimate goal of
the formation of all foreigners of the empire was to be their Russification and merger with the Russian
people [CamsokacoBa 3.T., 2008:92,260].In order to prepare Russian teachers for Russian-Kazakh
schools, Russian-Kyrgyz (Kazakh) teachers’ seminaries began to open (Verny, Tashkent,
Orenburg).Material security and quality of teaching in Russian educational institutions did not meet the
needs of students. Therefore, the contingent of their students was extremely small.The local population
was mistrustful of Russian education, preferring traditional religious schools —mekteband madrasah in
their own region, and for continuing higher education, as a rule, in the madrasa of Bukhara, Samarkand
and other cities of Central Asia.Muslim education contributed to the spiritual enlightenment of the
people, mastering the Arabic script and certain secular sciences, although it required serious
modernization at the beginning of the twentieth century, for example, it can recall the emergence of new-
year schools in the late 19th century [Anumosa J[.M., 2000:180], also, the accomplishment of the
February revolution in 1917.Many prominent figures of the Kazakh people at the beginning of the
twentieth century received a Muslim education, and then continued their studies at Russian gymnasiums,
colleges, academies, and universities.

The educated and progressive-minded Kazakh intelligentsia, after the February revolution of 1917,
directed all of their knowledge to enlighten the masses and to the struggle for national interests.They
raised such questions as the replacement of Russian-native schools with national schools (lower, middle,
higher). Progressive personalities called for conducting instruction in the students' native language, for
universal, compulsory, free, and six-year education.They believed that funds for schools should be
allocatedfrom the treasury of the stateand city governments. They wrote about the need to open libraries,
mobile schools, organizing lectures, opening various courses, museums, and kindergartens.

Unfortunately, the October events of 1917 did not allow it to come true. With the seizure of power
by the Bolsheviks, a new stage of innovation in the field of education in Kazakhstan began.

In order to strengthen the Soviet power, the organization of propaganda and study of socialist ideals
was required. Therefore the task was to create and develop a new education system, designed to become
the pillar of the new government in educating and re-educating people.The Soviet state planned the
elimination of class privileges, the overcoming of mass illiteracy, the separation of religious
organizations and educational institutions from the state, the widespread enrollment of school-age
children, etc.[Xpectomatus, 2002:350-353]. Also, the Soviet government believed that it was necessary
to destroy the educational structures of the royal period and introduce a socialist public education system
that could unify all types of educational institutions. In November 1917, the People's Commissariat of
Education (Narcompros) was formed. A decree has been issued by the Council of People's Commissars
on the need to organize a Soviet unified public school. Decree of the All-Russian Central Executive
Committee of the RSFSR of 16 October. 1918 approved the "Regulations on the" United Labor School
". The school was divided into two stages - the first for children from 8 to 13 years old (five-year course)
and the second - from 13 to 17 years old (four years old). From the beginning of 1919 a single the school
has three levels: primary (7 years old), middle (3 years old) and higher.Specialized boarding schools
were opened to reach the nomadic population by the Soviet education system. The question was raised
about the need to organize work on the elimination of illiteracy and the illiteracy of the adult population
- the decrees of the Soviet government in 1919 from December 26, 1923, from August 14, 1932, from
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December 14. [AntaeB A.I., 2008:910]. Thus, the imperial education system was destroyed and
introduced the Soviet, socialist education.

As you know, the main issue in the field of education the Soviet state considered the fight against
illiteracy. A decree of the Council of People's Commissars on the elimination of illiteracy was issued.
An emergency commission has been created for its implementation.In 1920-1921 in Kazakhstan there
were 2412 points on literacy, in which 72 232 people studied. It was created mobile points of the
educational program, red yurts. In the villages, there were organized small schools, where children
learned the skills of reading, writing, and counting. Only on August 27, 1930, the CEC and the Council
of People’s Commissars of the Kazakh SSR adopted a resolution on the introduction of universal
compulsory primary education.Textbooks in the Kazakh language were created, their authors were: A.
Baitursynov, J. Aimauytov, K. Satpayev, A. Bukeikhanov, etc. For example, the author of the first
textbook of algebra in the Kazakh language was KanyshSatpayev, geography — AlikhanBukeykhanov,
the Kazakh language, and literature - Ahmet Baitursynov and TelzhanShonanov, psychology -
ZhusipbekAimauytov.

In 1928, the Kazakh alphabet was transferred from Arabic graphics toLatin, which caused problems
of development of the native language. At the same time, the personnel issue was acute, especially in the
training of teachers, therefore, permanent and short-term courses were created to organize the training of
teachers. There were opened pedagogical colleges.But these educational institutions could not provide a
shortage of teaching staff and the proper qualification level. Course training did not give systematic and
in- depth knowledge of both the specialty and teaching methodology. It was necessary to open higher
education institutions in Kazakhstan, as specialists with higher education were trained mainly in
Moscow, Leningrad, Omsk, Saratov, Tomsk and other Russian cities [O3nauenuuBy3a..., 2005:79-92].

Thus, from the first days of the existence of a new state, the imperial education system began to be
destroyed and introduced with Soviet socialist. Even before the establishment of the Soviet government,
the Kazakh intelligentsia in their speeches, scientific works, in articles published in the Aykap magazine
and the Kazakh newspaper, in the Karkaraly and other petitions, in the Alash party program they wrote
about the right of the Kazakhs to build mosques, the opening of Muslim schools, the need to create
conditions for entering the gymnasium, for higher education.They also printed materials about the
reasons that led the Kazakh population "to impoverishment, and its cultural development to stagnation,"
about ways of reviving education, education, history, language and literature in the Kazakh steppe.

(Tazera"Kazak" (1913-1918 rr.). They believed that for the cultural development of the people it
IS necessary to provide the government with the opportunity for each ethnic group to preserve its
language, letter, and religion. They created the party "Alash™ and published its program (November
1917). The ninth paragraph of which is called "Science and Enlightenment”, where it was recorded that
education should be free and accessible to all segments of the population; initial training is conducted in
the native language;autonomous education and competitive passage of the teaching staff, the widespread
opening of libraries and secondary educational schools and universities [Hypneuncos K.H., 1995:220-
222].

Alikhan Bukeikhanov, Akhmet Baitursynov, Mirzhakip Dulatov, Smagul Sadvakasov, Temirbek
Zhurgenev, Uraz Zhandosov, and others individuals called for university education and expressed their
thoughts about its importance for the Kazakh People [BectnukKa3zHYV...,1998:9,11].According to A.
Baitursynov, the Kazakh university should respond to its “name and meaning,” T. Zhurgenovbelieved
that he should provide “studies in a European manner”. U. Zhandosov spoke for the fact that the Kazakh
University should "head the scientific school”.Unfortunately, during the construction of the Soviet state,
the pedagogical and scientific potential of the Alash intelligentsia was not fully utilized.As an example,
RadusZenkovich's speech (Chairman of the SNK Kaz (Kir) of the Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic
in 1920-1921) can be cited as the first All-Kyrgyz Party Conference on the report of the Regional Party
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Committee on the Use of Former Alashordynians in Soviet Construction in 1921."Bukeikhanov is the
best expert in the region. He needs to be skillfully used. His influence, scale ... He is so quickly guided
in the local setting that is very helpful. He is a true encyclopedia on the Kyrgyz way of life, history of
the region in general. No books can replace him If there were more like him... " [Kynpmanosa A.A.,
2003:97-98]. This characteristic fits all representatives of the Kazakh intelligentsia of the early twentieth
century. But, as you know, in 1922, AlikhanBukeikhanov was summoned to Moscow. Ahmet
Baitursynov in 1921-1922 headed the Academic Center. MyrzhakypDulatov was engaged in publishing
and teaching activities. SmagulSadvakasov, TemirbekZhurgenev, SanjarAsfendiyarov worked in the
People's Commissariat of Education.Thanks to their efforts, the first higher education institutions were
opened in Kazakhstan during the Soviet period. But in the 1920s-1930s, it was not universities that were
established, but institutions of public education and educational institutions: Bukeyev Kazakh Institute
of National Education in Urda, Semipalatinsk Institute of National Education, Orenburg Institute of
National Education, Kazakh Institute of Education in Vernoy (Almaty), Kazakh Institute of National
Education in Tashkent [O3HaueHuuBy3a..., 2005:79-92]. Later several universities were opened, but they
were located in Tashkent, Orenburg. The Kazakh University in Almaty opened in 1928, which was
transformed into a pedagogical institute in the 1932/33 school year, and only in 1934 did the new Kazakh
National University open, the current Al-Farabi Kazakh National University [JIeronucs KazHY, 2004:9].
We offer a small table "Higher education institutions in Kazakhstan in the 20-30s of the twentieth
century".

Tablel
Ne Name of higher education institution Year of formation, city
1. Bukeev Kazakh Institute of National Education 1920, Urda
2. Semipalatinsk Institute of National Education 1920, Semipalatinsk
4, Orenburg Public Instituteof education 1921, Orenburg
B KazakhlnstituteofEducation 1921, Verny (Almaty)
G et of Gl (520 WSS ISZO MO oz, Tt
7. Kazakh State University (since 1931/32 academic year KazPl) 1928, Almaty
8. Veterinary Institute 1928, Almaty
9. Agricultural Institute 1930, Almaty
10. MenuuuHCKUNA HHCTUTYT 1931, r. AnMatsl
11. ﬁefsl)%%i?]zl vI\E/;(s? ![(r')z:zgf%?rlerzisiglgﬁ’rnaty, reorganized into a mining and L2, SN S
metallurgical institute, then into a polytechnical institute LR A
12. Ural Pedagogical Institute 1932, Uralsk
13, Ka_zakh _State University (KazS_U). (from December 1, 1934, Kazakh State January 15, 1934, year,
University named after S.M.Kirov) Almaty
14. Teaching institutes 1935-1936
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Aktobe,Kustanay,
Karaganda, Almaty.

Schools opened up, which was right and necessary, but the problem was not only in the teaching
staff but also in the students since the majority of the working and peasant youth had no secondary
education. The policy of the Soviet state was aimed at building a "new, more progressive, just society -
workers and peasants”, so the Soviet government needed new cadres from workers and peasants,
although the head of the Soviet state, Lenin V1 did not ignore the old cadres and in some cases they were
involved in work in the system of education and culture.In 1920, on September 19, the Soviet state
adopted the Decree "On the Workers' Faculties™, the purpose of which was to prepare working youth for
university studies and to proletarianize higher education. The decree provided for the creation of
preparatory courses and working faculties [ Xpecromarus, 2002:350-353].

The first working faculty in Kazakhstan was formed in 1921 in Orenburg, where 236 people studied
in the 1921-1922 academic year. Already in 1936, 16 working faculties worked in the Republic and
5,000 people were trained. So the Soviet state solved the problem of studying children of workers and
peasants in high schools. In addition, the new state abolished tuition fees and paid scholarships to
students. As a result of such a policy, by 1923, there were 49.3% of students who came from workers
and peasants (in all the republics of the USSR), in 1928 - 72, 1%. Precisely in Kazakhstan, about 60% of
people were literate.

All educational institutions were in dire need of material support, which was unbearable in the first
years of the establishment of Soviet power, which were difficult for the new state, then of civil war and
economic devastation, famine, confrontation of political forces.

In the 1920s and 1930s, the state sought to preserve a single educational space, closely associated
with the official ideology of the Bolshevik Party, which provided for the training of specialists capable
of building a new socialist state - a state of workers and peasants.Therefore, special attention was paid to
the training of specialists from workers and peasants, and in the first place - teachers and humanities.
ZhusipbekAymauytov, a well-known leader of the Kazakh people, wrote: "autonomy, which | never
dreamed of before ... requires improving the social status of the people, improving economic life (cattle
breeding), teaching (competent, cultural) agriculture, resolving the problem of subsidence, health care
institutions, local authorities (Councils), judicial bodies - the introduction of all of them into the
administrative framework.This also includes problems of education, the elimination of illiteracy, the
development of literature, the media (the press) to become a truly cultured person, we need hundreds,

thousands of specialists in various areas of life. " [Pricoexosa C.T., 2010:14-15].

It should be noted that in the 1920s-1930s, historians were trained in the following universities:
Kazakh Pedagogical Institute (KazPl, now KazNPU named after Abay), Kazakh State University named
after SM Kirov (now KazNU named after Al-Farabi). They were taught by famous people - Vasily
Vladimirovich Barthold, Evgeny Viktorovich Tarle (was in exile in Almaty), Sanjar Dzhafarovich
Asfendiyarov, Ahmet Baitursynov, Saken Seyfullin, Uraz Dzhandosov, etc.

The training of social scientists was carried out by Communist universities, where communists and
Komsomol activists from all over the Soviet Union studied. So, in 1921-1930. The SACU - Central Asian
Communist University (1926) in Tashkent was established; CUWE - Communist University of Workers
of the East, an educational institution of the Comintern (1921-1938) in Moscow, Institute of Party History
(the Communist Party of Kazakhstan) (1923) in Almaty, KazComUni - Kazakh Communist University
(21930) in Almaty, KIML - Kazakhstan Institute of Marxism-Leninism (1932-1938) in Almaty. There
were also evening institutes of Marxism-Leninism with 1 and 2 years of study.

The historical situation in the Soviet state (in all republics) in the 1920s and 1930s was similar,
especially in resolving the issue of implementing the tasks of the Cultural Revolution. Therefore,
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secondary and higher educational institutions were opened, which, by organizing the educational process,
introduced into the students' minds the importance of knowing the history of creating the world's first
socialist state, studying the life and activities of the leaders of the October revolution, understanding and
accepting the leading Bolshevik party for the successful development of the Soviet state and of society.

It would be true to accept the position of the Kazakh enlighteners, who indicated that the Kazakh
people "have not only literature, but also textbooks in their own language, i.e. he doesn’t have that basic
one, without which no cultural and educational work can begin”, stressing the need for long-
term,methodical work.Also, the lack of knowledge of the Kazakh language, so you have to "explore its
properties and laws and deduce rules from them. Each rule is derived after establishing its correctness by
numerous examples from oral folk literature. In a word, the work is very difficult, painstaking, time-
consuming and assiduous... The work of compiling textbooks of the Kyrgyz language ... the basis of all
cultural works .... [Tepuosoii .K., 1998:5455].

In 1991, Kazakhstan proclaimed its independence, adopted the Law "On State Independence of the
Republic of Kazakhstan". The country faced new challenges that required innovations in all areas of the
Kazakh society. A number of changes in the field of education, science, and culture. There are successes
and achievements. Therefore, at present, "the Kazakhstani should know the ideal of our society, knowing
its history, language, culture, at the same time being modern, fluent in foreign languages, having
advanced and global views" [[Tocmanme , 2018], as Kazakhstan entered a new historical period of
development. And, as noted in the Head of State’s article: “Today we must begin a larger and more
fundamental work ... take a step towards the future, change the public consciousness in order to become
a single Nation of strong and responsible people” [Ctatbs ['1aBel rocymapctea  , 2017].

Conclusion

Innovations of the Soviet government in the field of culture and education were necessary.
However, by taking into account the historical situation, prevailing in the territory of Kazakhstan, starting
from the nineteenth century, and the cultural status of the Kazakh people. Also, by taking as a basis for
transformative activities in the field of culture and education, the position of the Kazakh intelligentsia -
experts on native history, language, literature, and culture.
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