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341.1

POTENTIALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC COOPERATION (OIC) TO
CONFLICT RESOLUTION

Ereyli A.B.1, Makasheva K.2, Shalkeyeva Z.3
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2Dr., Prof. of Department of International Relations.
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Abstract. This article discusses the potential of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation in resolving
international conflicts. Today, international conflicts are a threatening problem of international security.
The problem is aggravated by the fact that these conflicts are intractable and their roots lie very deep.
They last a very long time since the conflicting countries do not seek a truce. It is important to note that
most of these conflicts are within the OIC. Therefore, the resolution of these conflicts has become a key
issue that remains at the top of the organization’s agenda. The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
is the second largest intergovernmental organization after the United Nations, which includes 57 states.
The organization is the collective voice of the Muslim world. It seeks to protect the interests of the
Muslim world in the spirit of promoting international peace and harmony among the various peoples of
the world. The organization was created by decision of the historic summit, which was held in Rabat,
Kingdom of Morocco, on the 12th Rajab of 1389 (September 25, 1969) after the arson attack on the Al-
Agsa mosque in occupied Jerusalem. One of the important point in the history of the organizations is the
renaming of the «Organization of the Islamic Conferences» into the «Organization of the Islamic
Cooperation in the 38th session of the CFM, which was held in Astana, Kazakhstan in June 2011. Today,
the OIC is a mini-UN for Muslims. The OIC actively cooperates with the UN, the EU and other
international organizations in the fight against international terrorism and conflict. Keywords: terrorism,
international conflicts, international organizations, religion, Islam, Organization of Islamic Cooperation.
Keywords: Organization of Islamic Cooperation, religion, Islam, international organizations,
international conflicts, terrorism
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AnaaTna. Makanaga XanblKapalblK —Jay-Kamxkangapael  memyneri  Mcmam  bIHTRIMakTacThIK
YUBIMBIHBIH oJIeyeTi TankpUlaHaAbl. Ka3ipri Tapma XamblKapaiblK KaKTBIFBICTAD - OYJI XalIbIKapalibIK
KayiNCi3JliIKKe Kayil TOHMIPIN OTBIPFAH MAaHBI3JBI MOcelle. ATAJIMBIII MOCEJe TAMBIPBIHBIH TEPEH
KATKAHIBIFBIMCH JKOHE MICIIUTY1HIH KUBIHIBIFBIMEH ePEKIICIICHE/I1.

Byn sxamxanmap KaKTBIFBICKA KaTBICYIIBI TapanTapIblH KeJiciMr KemyaeH Oac Tapry cebenrtepiMeH
y3aKKa CO3bUTy/la. AWTa KETETIH >KaWT, OChl >KamkKammapaelH kenmriairi Mcmam bIHTBIMaKTacThIK
¥ UBIMBIHBIH IeHOEpiHAe OpbIH aibil KaThlp. COHABIKTAaH, OCHI KAaKTBHIFBICTAP/IBIH HICIIiMi YIHBIMHBIH
KYH TopTiOiHze TypraH 6acThl Macene 0oibin Tadbuiaabl. Mcnam blateiMakracTeik ¥itbivel (MbBIY) - 57
MEMJICKETTi KypalThiH, bipikkeH ¥urrap ¥#WbIMbIHAH KEWIHT1 €KiHII ipi YKIMETapablK YHbIM. YHBIM
MYCBUIMaH SJIEMIHIH YKBIMIBIK JaybIChl 00JbIN TaObuIaabl. On MYChUIMaH MYAJECIH QJIIEMHIH TYpJIi
XaJIBIKTapbIHBIH apachblHia OEHOITIIUIIK MEeH KeTICIMHIH OPHBIFYBl PYXbIHJIA KOpFayFa ThIpbicaibl. by
yiipiM Oackin anbiHFaH Mepycanumueri On-Akca Mewnrinjaeri eprreH keiid, 1389 »xpuinpiH 12-mri
Pamxa6siana (1969 sxxpuineiy 25 keipkyiteri), Mapokko Koponpairinig Pabar kamaceiHga ©TKEH Tapuxu
CaMMHUT IemiMiMeH Kypbuiael. 2011 >kbuibIH MaychIMbIHAAa AcTaHa KajacblHIa ©TKeH MUHHCTpIEp
Kenecinin 38-m11 ceccusiceinga "Menam Kondepenuusico! ¥iibimbl" aTaybinbiy "Mcnam bIHTIMaKTacThIK
¥YiipIMbl" peTiHe ©3repTUTYyiH YIHBIM TapUXbIHBIH MaHBI3/IbI Ke3€H1 necek Oonanasl. Kasipri tanma UbIY
- mycbuiMaHnap yuriH marbiH BYY OGonbin Tabbutanel. MBIY - bl XanblKapasibIK JIaHKECTIK TEH
KakTeiFbicTieH Kypecyae bYY¥, EO xone Oacka na xalbIKapaiblK YHABIMIAPMEH BIHTHIMAKTACTBHIFBIH
OenceH/ Il Typ/ie apTThIpy/a.

Tyiiin ce3aep: TeppopH3M, XaJIbIKapaJblK KaKThIFBICTAp, XalbIKApaJIbIK YHbIMAAp, NiH, UciaaMm, Mcnam
bIaTeIMakTacThIK ¥ HBIMEL.

IHOTEHIIHAJI OPT AHU3AIIAI NCJIAMCKOI'O COTPYJHHUYECTBA B
YPEI'YJIMPOBAHUU KOH®JIUKTOB

Jpeiian A.B.}, Makamesa K.%, [llaakeesa 3.3
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E-mail: ahmetburcin@gmail.com

2n.1.H, npod. paxynbrera MexayHapoaHbIX oTHomeHni, KasHY nmenn Anb-Dapabu,
Kazaxcran, Anmartsl

E-mail: klara.makashevab5@gmail.com

3I[01<TopaHT, PhD, Ka3zHY umenuAns-®apadbu,Kazaxcran, Anmartsl

E-mail: zada.shalkeyeva@gmail.com

AnHoTamusi B maHHOW cratbe paccmaTpuBaercs noTeHian Opranusanuii  McmaMmckoro
CoTpyaHuyecTBa B  pa3pelieHUd MEXKIyHAapOIHBIX KOHQIUKTOB. Ha cerogHsmHuii JeHb
MEeXAYHApOAHbIE KOH(DIUKTHI SBISIOTCS yrposkaroleil mpoOnemMol MexAyHapoJHOW 0e30macHOCTH.
[IpoGnema ycyryOneHa TeM, 4TO 3TU KOH(DIUKTHI SBJISIOTCS TPYAHO PEIIaeMbIMU U UX KOPHHU JieXKat
oueHb TrayO0oko. OHHM [UIATCS OYEHb JOJNT0 TaK KakK, KOHQIMKTYIOIIME CTpPaHbl HE CTpPEeMsTci K
nepeMupuio. BaxxHO OTMETHTH, YTO OOJBIIMHCTBO 3TUX KOH(IMUKTOB HaxonsaTcs B mpenenax OUC.
[ToaTomMy peleHue 3TUX KOH(MIMKTOB cTaja KIOYEBOHM MpoOIeMOl, KOTopas OCTaeTcs TJIaBHOW B
MOBECTKE JIHS OPTaHU3alUU.

Opranumzanus Hcnamckoro  CotpyanuuectBa (OUC)  sBasiercs  BTOpOM MO BEJIUYUHE
MEXIPAaBUTENbCTBEHHONW opranu3anueir nocne Opranuzannu OObenuHeHHBIX Haruii, B KOTOpyrO
BXoAAT 57 rocynapctB. OpraHuzanus SBISETCS KOJJIEKTUBHBIM FOJIOCOM MYCYJIbMAaHCKOTO mupa. OH
CTPEMUTCS 3aLUIIATh HUHTEPECHl MYCYJIbMAaHCKOTO MUpPA B AyX€ COACHCTBUS MEXAYHAPOJHOMY MUPY U
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TapMOHUU MEXKIY pPa3IUYHbBIMH HapojamMu Mupa. Opranuzamust OblIa co3JaHa IO  PEUICHUIO
HCTOPHUYECKOTO CAMMHTa, KOTOPBIA cocTosuicsa B Pabare, KoposesctBo Mapokko, 12-ro Pamkaba 1389
rona (25 cenrsOpst 1969 rona) mocie yroiaoBHOTO TOJDKOTa MeueTH Allb-AKca B OKKYIHPOBAaHHOM
Hepycannme.

OmHuM W3 BaXHBIX MOMEHTOB B HCTOPHHA OpraHu3alii MOXHO Ha3BaTh IIEPEHMEHOBAHHE
«Opranmzanmii Mcnamckoit Koudepenunit Ha «Opranmzanuto Menamckoro Cotpyaauyecta» B 38-0if
ceccun CMU]I, xotopast mpoxoauina B Acrane, Kazaxcran, B utone 2011 rr. Ha cerogusmnuii 1eHb
OUC sBnsercs muau-OOH mnst mycynbman. OUC aktuBHO cotpyauuuaer ¢ OOH, EC u npyrumu
MEXTyHapOAHBIMH OPTaHU3aUsAMHI B 00ph0E C MEXKITYHAPOIHBIM TEPPOPU3MOM U KOH(MIHKTOM.
KiawueBble cjoBa: Teppopu3M, MEXIyHApOJHBIE KOH(IUKTH, MEXKIyHAPOIHbIE OpraHU3aINi,
penurus, ucnam, Opraamzanus Mcnamckoro CoTpyaHuyecTBa

Introduction

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is the second largest intergovernmental
organization after the United Nations, which includes 57 states located on four continents. The
organization is the collective voice of the Muslim world. It seeks to protect the interests of the Muslim
world in the spirit of promoting international peace and harmony among the various peoples of the world
(OIC, 2019).

Although the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is intended to promote cooperation
between Muslim states in the economic, social and cultural fields, its main goal is to “promote unity
among the member states”. Consequently, the resolution of conflicts between the Member States is one
of the main functions of the OIC (SESRIC, 2019). Since its creation, the OIC has witnessed a number of
conflicts between two or more Member States, including conflicts between the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) and Jordan, Bangladesh and Pakistan, Iran and Irag, and between Iraq and Kuwait.

In some conflicts the OIC was successful, in others it did not achieve its goal. In the area of conflict
resolution, the OIC inherited two traditions: the Islamic tradition of about 14 centuries and the heritage
of the League of Nations and the United Nations. These organizations used the methods of negotiation,
good offices, investigation, mediation, conciliation and arbitration in conflict resolution, and they are
lessons for the OIC (Abdullah, 2004).

Relevance of the topic the role of the Islamic Cooperation Organizations in resolving international
conflicts is justified by the fact that the problem of terrorism and international conflicts, having changed
its form, remains a threatening problem of international security. It should be noted that 60% of conflicts
and terrorist acts are within the OIC. Therefore, the problem of terrorism has become a key problem that
remains at the top of the organization’s agenda.

These conflicts last for a very long time, since the conflicting parties have no desire for a truce,
which further aggravates the problem.

These conflicts are global in nature and require more than ever active, collective and effective
measures by international organizations. Therefore, | think it would be important to reveal the role of the
OIC in resolving international conflicts.

The article sets itself the task to show the swift steps taken by the OIC in settling international
conflicts.

Theory and Methodology

In this research work liberal institutionalism or institutional liberalism, can be used as modern
international relations theory since this theory states that international institutions and organizations can
expand and help cooperation between states. At the 38th ministerial meeting, the Organization of the
Islamic Conference was renamed the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, this historic event showed
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the desire of organizations for closer cooperation, especially in economic areas.

The concept of the Ummah is an integral part of the OIC. Ummah denotes the community of
Muslim believers who believe in the unity of Allah and the prophetic mission of Muhammad (peace be
upon him). It may consist of different nations and races. The organization has the special honor to
transform the Ummabh into a single body and actively represents Muslims. It also has consultative and
cooperative relations with the United Nations and other intergovernmental organizations in order to
protect the vital interests of Muslims and work to resolve conflicts and disputes with the participation of
member states.

Protecting the true valuesof Islam and Muslims, the organization has taken various steps to
eliminate misconceptions and strongly advocated the elimination of discrimination against Muslims in
all forms and manifestations (OIC, 2019).

The historical method has been used to identify the causes of failures and successes in conflict
resolution mechanisms in various cases in the past, which is of great importance, in predicting the
Organization’s next mediation efforts.

The comparative method allows us to compare OIC with other international organizations like the
EU and the UN in the fight against international terrorism. Through comparison, it is possible to identify
similarities and differences in strategies and mechanisms in resolving international OIC conflicts and
with these organizations.

Result

After studying above-mentioned problem, we can draw the following conclusions: 1). Despite it's
various weaknesses, the OIC remain as dominant, unique and exceptional Organization, which has no
any alternatives by nowadays.

2). OIC is open to innovations and international cooperation (in order to resolve international
conflict and combat terrorism)

3). OIC is the easy mobilizing Organization. In order to maintain the stability in the World, OIC
demonstrated it's readiness to revision of the approaches.

Discussion

While doing research on Organization's potential in resolving international conflicts, we can notice
that this phenomenon has been extensively studied by many authors, but is still insufficiently studied by
the Western researchers.

The OIC's nature of the mediation attempts and conflict resolving mechanisms were analyzed in
the studies of Abdullah al-Ahsan, who's deep research of this phenomenon can be as the notable
contribution to the theoretical base of the Organization, since it give us the historical review of failure
and successes in conflict resolving mechanisms in various crisis among member states (Abdullah, 2004).

As an addition to this study, Turkish author Ibrahim Shargieh tries to describe mediation endeavors
and practical implementations made by Secretary General of the OIC and representatives of the
Organization in the context of these four conflicts: Philippines, Thailand, Irag and Somalia. The
identification of the reasons of failure and successes in conflict resolving mechanism in various cases in
the past is significant, since it can be essential in doing the right analysis of the next mediation efforts
of the Organization. (Shargieh, 2012 )

The protection of the Muslim rights in non-Muslim countries has always been as one of the priority
objectives of the organization. Aliyeva S. and Ibrahim Kalin's research devoted to a impact of the
organization in protecting Muslim right’s in all over the World. Ibrahim Kalin's article titled: «OIC: A
voice for a Muslim World?» devoted to the utility of the organization in supporting Muslim World (Kalin,
2006). Aliyeva S. tries to show the organizations support of Republic of Azerbaijan in the conflict with
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Republic of Armenia by the resolutions adopted by the Tehran OIC summit in which the aggression of
the Republic of Armenia against the Republic of Azerbaijan was considered and indicated that the OIC
member states should have categorically refused to sell weapons and ammunition to Armenia (Aliyeva,
2016).

The optimistic views on the Organization's structure can be found in articles of Sheryazdanova K.,
Smagulova D. They considers OIC as a kind of mini-UN for the Islamic world and believe that current
Organization of Islamic Cooperation is a modern, forward-looking international association with a huge
and still far from unused potential. The General Secretariat and the OIC structures themselves operate at
a high professional level and in accordance with international standards (Sheryazdanova, Smagulova,
2013)

OIC showed it's readiness to change it’s approaches and reforms in order to maintain peace. Ishtiaq
Ahmad, who is interested in Muslim World, describes the some changes in OIC’s approach toward to
humanitarian intervention which has a key importance in protecting Muslim civilians. Until Libyan crisis
which took place in 2011, the Organization's charters core principle was «non-interference in domestic
affairs» and respect for «sovereignty, independence and territory integrity of each member state» which
limited it from undertaking or supporting humanitarian intervention in a Muslim country, situation in
Libya required the Organization to be more proactive in protecting civil rights, as well as it confirmed
it's willingness to support international intervention for the sake of preventing civil tragedy. (Ishtiag,
2012)

Emphasizing on some reformations made by the OIC, the Turkish researches Muhittin Ataman and
Ayse Nur Gokcen describes the role of the OIC in international relations in the new era. Muslim problems
are not only problem, as it was before the reformations, but also global problems are stands as leading
position in OIC’s agenda. An important steps which has taken by the OIC to correct its international
image and to open up to the international community, also interactions with the organizations such as the
Arab League, African Union and the Union of Southeast Asian Countries, opening an OIC
Representation in the EU, establishment of the OIC Humanitarian Offices are the main endeavors of the
organization ( Ataman, Gokcen, 2014).

Since 1975 the OIC and UN have been cooperating in most areas of the international life. There is
a report titled «Follow-up to the cooperation between OIC and the United Nations» The UN has been
recognized the impact of the OIC. An endless Arab-Israel conflict the OIC reached UN to approve
Palestine as a observer member and has pressing appeals to the international community to support
establishment of an independent Palestinian State.

OIC actively cooperates with EU and UN on combating international terrorism and other areas of
the international life. The OIC and UN have been cooperating since 1975, and from this moment the
joint efforts from two organization have been realized in order to resolve international conflicts. Also
OIC reached from UN to approve Palestine as a observer member.

Majid Bozorgmehri in his work tries to analyze EU and OIC’s approaches on combating
international terrorism by comparing differences and similarities of strategies and mechanisms. If some
points such as: confronting Islam phobia, showing that Islamic World is itself victim of the terrorist
activities are relevant for the OIC in its policies on combating the international terrorism, for EU the
following aspects are very important: Terrorism is considered as a significant threat to the security of
Europe, freedoms of European citizens should be respected. The author describes the common points
like this: Both are very sensitive to the issue, both emphasize on respecting the UN Conventions
concerning the issue, both expect from the Member States to play an active role in the issue
(Bozorgmehri, 2012).

Besides the researchers which were mentioned above, there are also researchers who judge the
organization in being non-effective in conflict resolving. Arhama Siddiga criticizes the Organization in
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being ineffective toward resolving conflicts by pointing out some reasons such as: mistrust among the
member states, and placing of own goals by leading members, engagement of the organization with
influential local leaders (Siddiga, 2016). M.Ihsan Qadir and M. Saifur Rehman points out five reasons
for organization's unsuccessful role in conflict resolution. These are : Lack of clear framework for
dealing with issues of compatibility between other organizations, the conservative brand of Islam
professed by its leading member states, organization's over emphasis on national sovereignty has
precluded having authority as an effective supranational body, duplication of mediation efforts with other
regional and international organizations having similar mediatory role leads to conflict of interest and
completion for loyalties (Ihsan Qadir, Saifur Rehman, 2015).

Akimbekov S.M. says that there is no Islamic Unity in this organization, as well as it is unlikely
to appear once (Akimbekov, 2011).

One of the leading researchers of the OIC is the Russian orientalist N.V. Zhdanov. The history,
causes of the creation and «International legal personality» of this organization were analyzed in his
studies titled «Islam on the Threshold of the 21st Century», «The Islamic Concept of the World Order»
where the author tried to describe the position of the OIC in resolving the existing world problems, and,
finally, to assess the significance and prospects of the Islamic Conference (Zhdanov, 1991).

It’s necessary to emphasize on the role of the member-states in conflict settlement. The conflict
resolution attempts of the such states as: Turkey, Malaysia and Pakistan within the OIC are considered
in the works of V.F. Urlyapova, V.N. Moskalenko, N.V. Melekhina, G.M. Ziganshina. In V.F.
Urlyapova's studies the position of Malaysia toward Irag problem has shown by suggestion of resolving
problem without using of force and all actions toward Iraq should get UN's approval (Urlyapova, 2003).
V.N. Moskalenko, N.V. Melekhina in their article shows the initiative of Pakistan in convening of an
emergency session of the UN General to discuss the «situation in Afghanistan» (Moskalenko, Melekhina,
2003). Also Turkish representatives in recent years regularly defends Muslim minorities, including in
Bosnia, Chechnya, Azerbaijan (for the return of Nagorno-Karabakh to Baku) G.M. Ziganshina
(Ziganshina, 2003).

Many works of Kazakhstan authors devoted to the OIC on the eve of Kazakhstan’s chairmanship
in the OIC.

We may notice a discrepancy in the views of Kazakhstani authors about the involvement of
Kazakhstan in conflicts resolution processes during it's chairmanship in the OIC. If some authors believe
that Kazakhstan should not take an active part in the political life of the organizations, the others are not.
Thus, Kazakh researcher Laumulin M.T. notes that the task of the presidency of the Republic of
Kazakhstan in the OIC Ministerial Council in 2011 is to avoid involvement in conflict-based political
processes and decisions. At the same time, Astana, as the chairman of the Ministerial Meeting, could
focus on activating such areas as economic, cultural and humanitarian cooperation, healthcare, interfaith
and intercivilizational interaction (Laumulin, 2011).

Zhalilov Z.G. specifies that Kazakhstan cannot but be one of the interested participants in the
process of eliminating these conflicts and confrontations but it should implement a set of measures aimed
at strengthening the stability, security and socio-economic reconstruction of Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tunisia, Somalia, Sudan and other OIC member countries, preventing them from escalating civil war,
inter-ethnic and inter-religious conflicts (Zhalilov, 2011).

Abuov A.P states Kazakhstan's chairmanship plan in the OIC reflects such important problems as
the statement of the valuesof moderation and tolerance, the rejection of extremism and violence, the fight
against terrorism, opposition to Islamophobia, and the prevention of conflicts. And Kazakhstan should
play a special role in the interaction of European and Islamic international organizations (Abuov, 2011).

The complete confidence of most of them that the problems experienced in the Islamic world are
geographically distant and do not affect the strategic interests of Kazakhstan are worrying. This is one-
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sidedness, a narrow understanding of what is happening (Mazhitov, 2011).

At the 13 th Islamic Summit held in Istanbul in 2006,the President of Turkey, H.E. Mr. Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and President of Kazakhstan, H.E. Mr. Nursultan Nazarbayev, introduced the Initiative
of Islamic Rapprochement. The Initiative would serve as a new paradigm in relations of OIC fraternity
and is based on the principles of goodwill and constructive approach for peaceful resolution of disputes;
respect of territorial integrity and sovereignty, building friendly relations between the Member States.
The Islamic Summit requested the OIC Secretary General to present a comprehensive plan of action on
the process of Islamic Rapprochement.

In this context, the seminar on «Islamic Rapprochement Initiative: Prospects of Peace and Conflict
Resolution in OIC Member States», held an intellectual discourse on practical implementation of the
Islamic Rapprochement Initiative, in complementation of OIC's Peace Architecture and other
institutional mechanisms and supporting Contact Groups.

The International Experts made their speech on the topics like: Islamic Rapprochement Initiative:
Role of OIC in conflict resolution and mediation, the significance of contact groups on peace and conflict
resolution, Joint Kazakh-Turkish Islamic rapprochement initiative for peaceful resolution of disputes
among OIC member states. Landscape of conflicts in OIC member states: root causes of conflicts and
dynamics of sectarianism, terrorism, long-standing conflicts, the nature of the conflicts in Palestine,
Kashmir, Afghanistan, Confidence building measures.

The panelists offered their recommendations and ways on how to resolve the conflicts effectively.
Baghdad Amreyev recommends that Secretary General should have the precise mandate. Kairat Lama
Sharif says that using of power shouldn’t be allowed, only such a methods like «Contact Groups» and
«Negotiating Table» methods should be used in conflict resolution.

Emphasizing on the significance of the «Contact Groups» and «Council of Sages» in conflict
resolving, Mr. Burak Akcapar explained the real costs of conflicts, including economic and
demographic, adding that these resources could have been spent on other spheres.

Mr. Fadi Farasin specified the main causes of conflicts such as economic and social weaknesses of
countries: inequality and poverty, lagging human development, social instability. He proposes to activate
the mediatory actions of the OIC and to prevent conflict at the very beginning, to exchange information
with organizations such as the UN and the OSCE.

Mr. Saleh Mutlu Sen pointed out the absence of some institutions in the OIC, such as the Security
Council and Peace Settlement (Blue Helmets), which has in UN.

Mr. Samir Bakr Diab recommended that conflict settlement process OIC should use a wide range
of diplomacy and holistic approach.

Mr. Bahyt Batyrshayev recommended to restore the work of the «Council of Stages». He pointed
out the significance of the using of Turkey's experience and experiences of the other countries in conflict
resolving. Also he noted the importance of strengthening the relationships of the OIC with the UN, SCO
and other organizations.

Mr. Bulat Sultanov noticed the necessity of the Islamic unity, free thought and revision of old
traditions in Muslim World.

Despite the many attempts which has done by CBM, its not particularly distinguished by its
effectiveness in resolving problems in conflict regions. By comparing results of CBM's in the Europe
and in the Middle East, in his speech Mr. Ahmet Sareer emphasizes on the significance of the political
willingness of conflicting sides, as well as finding out the root causes as one of the reason of CBM's
being as effective method of conflict resolving.

Indeed, since root causes are identified, it would be more easier to analyze and take particular
measures according the conflict. Therefore, I think that the identification of the root causes of the problem
is too crucial in Confidence Building Measures.
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This workshop is very important since it contribute the OIC’s practical implementation of the
Rapprochement initiatives.

Conclusion

Nowadays the problem of the effectiveness of the Organization of the Islamic Conference became
the most debatable topic. There are a huge number of critics towards the potential and role of the
Organization in the settlement of international conflicts. There are many weaknesses of the organization
like the lack of Islamic unity within the Organization (the hostility between some Muslim member-states
interferes to unanimously solution of a certain problem), mistrust among them and dictation of the own
goals by the prominent states, lack of some security and other institutes, non-stable social, political and
economic situations in it's member-states and absence of political willing of conflicting sides, too
complicated nature of the conflicts, and the problems with the finding of root causes of the problems
which negatively influences to Confidence Building Measures of the OIC. Despite all these weaknesses
the OIC remains the only dominant organization of the Muslim countries which is aimed to protect rights
Muslim minorities. Along with the failures in the settlement of some international conflicts, the results
of successful mediation attempts of the organization in cases Philippines, Thailand, Irag and Somalia
shouldn't be ignored. Unlike other international organizations, the OIC does not force the conflict parties
to reconciliation, OIC mediation takes soft stick approach. Instead of physical force, organization uses
moral power which helps to achieve positive results. When there is no legality and physical force,
organization obtains a better response from the conflict parties. The result gained on this basis way will
likely be more sustainable. (Ibrahim Shargieh)

In the new epoch the OIC does not go beyond only problems of Muslims but also problems of
global character. Today OIC works on creation of the positive international image and to open up to the
international community and interact with the other international organizations. OIC also demonstrated
that it’s open to change it's approach and reforms if there is a necessity to maintain peace. If before «non-
interference in domestic affairs» was a key principle of the Organization, but now it understand that it
must be more proactive in protecting civil rights and preventing civil tragedy.

OIC actively cooperates with EU and UN on combating international terrorism and other areas of
the international life. The OIC and UN have been cooperating since 1975, and from this moment the
joint efforts from two organization have been realized in order to resolve international conflicts. Also
OIC reached from UN to approve Palestine as a observer member.

At least, it’s renaming from «Organization of the Islamic Conference» to «Organization of Islamic
Cooperation» in it's 38th ministerial meeting which took place in Astana, Kazakhstan in July 2011 was
a significant milestone in the history of the organization. Since it restores the international image and
functions of the organization and gives more credibility. Since its establishment in 1969, the OIC has
been meeting regularly, these meetings, conferences avoided the internal political, economic and social
issues haunting the Muslim world. There was a lack of cooperation among Muslim states, many problems
remained unsettled. This changes shows that the cooperation is necessary in the credibility of the
organization and is the key way to be more integrated to the global world (Prasanta K.P., 2011).

Today OIC is a mini-UN for Muslims in the World with an unused potentials but it needs in the
precise mandate, some security institutions such as the Security Council and Peace Settlement, holistic
approach and restoration of the Council of Stages.
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