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ALIKHAN BUKEIKHAN AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ETHNIC
IDENTITY OF THE KAZAKHS

S.R. Sarmanova’, M.M. Kozybayeva’ ", K.B. Maslov®
!Siberian branch of the D.S. Likhachev Russian Research Institute of Cultural
and Natural Heritage, Russia, Omsk;
?Branch of the Ch.Ch. Valikhanov Institute of History and Ethnology in Astana, Kazakhstan, Astana;
3L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University, Kazakhstan, Astana.

*Corresponding author
E-mail: koz.mahabbat_85@mail.ru (Kozybayeva).

Abstract. The article is devoted to the study of the ethnic component of the identity of the Kazakhs
at the beginning of the 20th century on the basis of the works of Alikhan Bukeikhan. The article considers
internal and external factors that influenced the development of the ethnic identity of the Kazakhs.
Particular attention is paid to the problem of the plurality of Kazakh identities, the study of various
components of identity, the mechanisms of their formation and manifestation. The authors for the first
time presented a comprehensive description of the identity of the Kazakhs at the beginning of the 20th
century. The theoretical and methodological basis of the study includes the ideas about the identity of B.
Anderson, F. Bart, E. Hobsbaum. The main content of the study is the analysis of the scientific works of
Alikhan Bukeikhan, in which the idea of the role of "Alash™ in the revival of the national identity of the
Kazakhs runs like a red thread. According to the authors, this issue reached its climax in December 1917
after the Second All-Kazakh Congress of the Alash Party and the decisions made at it. As a result of the
study, the authors came to the conclusion that the Kazakhs of the period under review are characterized
by a multiple identity, consisting of several levels. It is emphasized that the reasons for such a hierarchy
in ethnic identification were the large share of the territorial component, the increased role of the religious
factor and the crisis of tribal identity.

Key words: Alikhan Bukeikhan, Kazakhs, ethnic identity, tribal identity, Alash, regional identity,
religious identity.
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9JINXAH BOKEMXAH )KOHE KA3AKTAPJBIH STHUKAJBIK
BIPETEMJIITTH JAMBITY MOCEJIEJIEPI

C.P. CapMaHOBal, M.M. KO3LIﬁaeBaZ*, X.B. Macios®
11.C. Jluxaues areinnarst Peceil MoJIeHH XKoHE TaOHFH MYypa FBUIBIMU-3€PTTEY
uHCTUTYTHIHBIH Ci0ip dunmansl, Peceit, OMOBbI;
2Actana kanaceiHgarsl LI, YonuxanoB ateiHgarsl Tapux koHE STHOIOTUSA
MHCTUTYTHIHBIH (punansl, Kazakcran, ActaHa;
*JLH. I'ymunes ateiaaarsl Eypasust Y TTeiK yHUBepeuTeTi, Kazakcran. AcraHa.

*KoppecnoHaeHT aBTOp
E-mail: koz.mahabbat_85@mail.ru (Ko3sibacgra).

Angatnma. Makana OnmuxaH bekeiixan eHOektepi Herizigae XX FachIpIblH OaChIHAAFEI
Ka3aKTap/blH OIpereiIiriHiH 3THUKAJIBIK KOMIIOHEHTIH 3epTTeyre apHajiraH. Makaiana Ka3aKTapablH
ATHUKAJIBIK, OlpereiuniriHiy JaMybIHa 9cep eTKEeH IIIKi %KoHe CBHIPTKBI (hakTopiap KapacTelpbliaabl. Kazak
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OiperelsIiKTepiHiH KOMNTiri MocelieciHe, TYJIFaHbIH OPTYPJl Kypamaac OeKTepiH, oJap.blH KaJbIITacy
JKOHE KOpIHYy MEXaHU3MJIEPIH 3epTTeyre epekiie KoHuT OemiHeni. Apropiuap amxram per XX FachIpIIbIH
OachIHIIaFbl Ka3aKTapAblH OIpereisIiriHiH KEIIeH I CUIATTaMachlH YChIHFaH. 3€PTTEYAIH TEOPHUSIIBIK
KoHEe dJicHaManbIK Herizine b. Anmepcon, @. bapr, D. Xo0cOaymMHBIH keke Oachl Typaslbl Haesuiap
Kipeni. 3epTTeymiH Heri3ri Ma3MyHbl — OJuXaH bekelxaHHBIH Ka3aKThIH VITTBIK OOJIMBICHIH
KAHFBIPTY/AAFbl «AJaln WACACHIHBIH KbI3BUI KINTEW OpOireH FhUIBIMH EHOCKTEepiH Tajjaay OOJIbII
TaObUIaAbl. ABTOpIAPABIH aWTybIHIIA, Oyl Mocene 1917 Kpulbl XKeNTOKcaHga Aaml MapTHICHIHBIH
eKIHII KaNMbIKa3aK Che3l MEH OHJa KaObUIJaHFaH MIEHIMICP/CH KEWiH IIapbIKTay IIETiHE >KCTKEH.
3epTTey HOTHIKECIHIIE aBTOPJIAP KAapacTBIPBUIBIIT OTHIPFAH Ke3eHJAETi Ka3akrap OipHemie JeHreiaeH
TYpPAThIH KONTYJIFAIBIK CUMATTa 0OJaAbl JEreH KOPBITBIHABIFA KEJIl. DTHUKAIBIK UICHTHU(QUKAIUSIAAFDI
MYHJail MepapXusHbIH cebenTepli ayMakThIK Kypampaac OeIiKTiH YJIKeH yJeci, AiHM (akTop peiHiH
apTybI )KOHE PYIIBIK O1pETCMITIKTIH JaFaapbIChl €KSHIIT aTan eTUIe .

Tyiiin ce3nep: OnuxaH bekelixaH, Ka3aKrap, STHUKAJIBIK Oipereiiik, pyJablK Oipereimik, AJmar,
alMaKTBIK OipereulIik, 1iHU OipereiiK.
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AJINXAH BYKEMXAH ¥ BOIIPOCHI PA3BBUTHUSA STHUUECKON
NIEHTUYHOCTHU KA3AXOB

C.P. CapMaHOBal, M.M. Ko3bi6aesa® ", X.b. Maciios®
'Cubupckuii Gpumman PoccHiickoro HaydHO-UCCIIEN0BATEIBCKOr0 HHCTUTYTA KYIbTYPHOTO
u ipupoaHoro Hacnenus um. J1.C. JIuxaueBa, Poccusi, OMck;
Ouman HNucturyra ucropuu u stHOS0rMK nMeHn Y.Y. Banuxanosa
B I. Acrana, Ka3zaxcran, AcraHna,
3EBpa3HI7ICKH171 HaluoHaibHbIN yHUBepcuTeT uM. JI.LH. I'ymunesa, Kazaxcran, Acrana.

*KoppecnoHupYIOIIHii aBTOP
E-mail: koz.mahabbat_85@mail.ru (Ko3sibacBa).

AnHoTanus. Crarhsd MOCBSIIEHA W3YYEHHUIO 3THUYECKOTO KOMIIOHEHTA WJEHTHMYHOCTH Ka3axoB
Hayana XX BeKa Ha OCHOBE TpyaoB AimxaHa bykeiixaHa. B craTee pacCMOTpEeHbI BHYTPEHHHE H
BHEIIHHE (PAKTOpBI, OKa3aBLIME BJIMSAHHWE HA Pa3BUTHE STHUYECKONM HAECHTUYHOCTH KazaxoB. Ocoboe
BHUMaHHE YJIE€JI€HO NpoOjeMe MHOXKECTBEHHOCTH MJIEHTUYHOCTEH Ka3aXoB, MCCIEIOBAHUIO PA3IMUHBIX
KOMIIOHEHTOB MJIGHTUYHOCTH, MEXaHHW3MaM HUX (OopMHpOBaHUS U NPOSBICHHUS. ABTOpaMU BIEPBBIE
IIPEJICTaBICHa KOMIIJIEKCHAs! XapaKTePUCTHKA HMAECHTUYHOCTH Ka3axoB Haudana XX Beka. TeopeTuko-
MeToJIoJloThyeckasi 0a3a HMCCleOBaHUs BKIIOYAeT NpeAcTaBieHus 00 uaeHTHuHOocTH b. AHaepcona,
@. bapra, 3. Xobcbayma. OCHOBHOE CO/IEp)KaHUE HCCIEOBAHUS COCTABIISCT aHAIMU3 HAayyHBIX paboT
AnmnxaHa bykeiixaHa, B KOTOpPBIX KPacHOM HUTBHIO MPOXOAUT M€ O POJIU «AJall» B BO3POXKICHUU
HAI[MOHAJBHOTO CaMOCO3HAaHMs Ka3axoB. Ilo MHEHMIO aBTOPOB, 3TOT BOIPOC JOCTUI CBOETO arores B
nekadbpe 1917 r. nocne Broporo Beekazaxckoro che3na napTuu «Ajam» U NPUHATHIX Ha HEM PELICHUH.
B pesynbrare uccienoBaHusl aBTOPbI NPULUIA K BBIBOAY O TOM, YTO Ul Ka3aXxOB paccMaTpHUBAaeMOro
nepuoJa XapakTe€pHa MHOXKECTBEHHAas HJEHTHUYHOCTb, COCTOSINAS U3 HECKOJbKHX  YpPOBHEH.
[MomyepkuBaeTca, 4TO MPUYMHAMU TaKOM HepapXMM B STHUYECKOH HIEHTH()UKALNMU MOCITYKHUIU
0O0JBIION yIENbHBIA BEC TEPPUTOPHAIBHOTO KOMIIOHEHTA, BO3pOCIIas POjb PEIUTHO3HOTO (hakTopa H
KPHU3UC POJOBON UAECHTUYHOCTH.

KiawueBble caoBa: Ainmxan bykeiixaH, Ka3axy, OTHHYECKas HWJICHTUYHOCTh, pPOJOBas
UACHTUYHOCTD, AJlalll, peruoOHaJIbHAs UAEHTUYHOCTD, PEIUTHO3HAs UIEHTUYHOCTb.

Introduction. Studies on ethnic identity, the ways of its formation and subsequent development, as
well as the problems of preservation and transformation are among the priority areas of modern
ethnology. In a number of other social identifications, the category of ethnic identity occupies a special
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place, since it is the main feature for determining a person's ethnicity. According to the famous Russian
ethnosociologist M.N. Guboglo, "an identification vacuum is tantamount to infantilism with all possible
deviations and deviant actions for a person without a rudder and sails” (Guboglo, 2003: 252). The study
of ethnic self-awareness and ethnic identity of the Kazakhs at the beginning of the 20th century is not
only theoretical, but also of great practical importance, since the issues related to them are directly related
to such phenomena and processes as ethnic mobilization, the desire of the Kazakh people to recreate their
own statehood, and much more.

Materials and methods. The basis of the research methodology is the constructivist understanding
of identity. The fundamental works of B. Anderson, F. Barth, E. Hobsbawm and others are of great
importance for the study. To understand the phenomenon of identity, the original concept of the
“imaginary community” proposed by the British scientist Benedict Anderson was used. According to the
author, any collective identities (ethnic, national, etc.) are a socially constructed phenomenon imagined
by people (Anderson, 2001). The Norwegian anthropologist F. Barth held a similar point of view.
According to the author, in the process of identification, which is reduced to the social construction of
intergroup differences, the category of “borders” plays an important role. The concept of "ethnic border"
is a set of cultural markers that allows for the differentiation of ethnic groups (Bart, 2006). Instead of the
theory of multiple identities, a new concept of multiple identities is proposed, based on the understanding
of multiculturalism, which manifests itself at the personal and group levels in the works of M.N. Guboglo
(Guboglo, 2003). The theoretical and methodological basis of the study includes the ideas about the
identity of B. Anderson, F. Barth, E. Hobsbaum. The main content of the study is the analysis of the
scientific works of Alikhan Bukeikhan, in which the idea of the role of "Alash™ in the revival of the
national identity of the Kazakhs runs like a red thread.

Discussion. Issues related to the study of ethnic self-consciousness and ethnic identity of the
Kazakhs at the beginning of the 20th century were vividly reflected in the works of Alikhan Bukeikhan.
Huge and richest ethnographic material is presented in such his works as “Kyrgyz”, “Valuable treasure of
antiquity”, “Woman according to the Kyrgyz epic “Koblandy”, “Scheme of childbirth ...”, “Notes on the
Kyrgyz of Pavlodar district” and others (Bukeikhanov, 2006 ). Of great importance in the study of the
ethnographic heritage of A. Bukeikhan are collections of his works (Alikhan Bokeykhan, 2016) as well as
complete works in 7 volumes (Alikhan Bokeykhan, 2009) and 15 volumes (Alikhan Bokeykhan, 2017),
collected and published by the famous researcher S. Akkuly. A characteristic feature of the works of A.N.
Bukeikhan is the detailing of the materials contained, supported by extensive statistical data. In our
opinion, the works of A.N. Bukeikhan, written in the best traditions of pre-revolutionary ethnography, are
of great interest to scientists today and can undoubtedly be called the “golden fund” of Kazakh
ethnography.

Several works of domestic and foreign scientists are devoted to the historical and ethnographic
heritage of Alikhan. Among the fundamental works of domestic researchers, it should be noted the works
of K. Nurpeisov (Nurpeyisov, 1995), D. Kamzabekuly (Kamzabekuly, 2002), M. Asylbekova and E.
Seitov (Asylbekova, Seitov, 2003), M. Koygeldiev (Koygeldiev, 2008), T. Zhurtbaya (Zhurtbay, 2008),
S. Akkuly (Akkuly, 2017). Ethnographic heritage of A.N. Bukeihan was not ignored by researchers from
far and near abroad, such as A. Bennigsen (Bennigsen, 1986), M.B. Olcott (Olcott, 1987), V. Kozodoy
(Kozodoy, 2021) and others. However, despite the abundance of scientific literature devoted to the
scientific heritage of A.N. Bukeihan, issues related to the study of the ethnic identity of the Kazakhs have
not yet become the subject of a separate scientific analysis.

Results. The issues of the development of ethnic identity and the revival of the ethnic self-
consciousness of the Kazakhs are one of the most important ideas of A.N. Bukeikhan. The idea that the
duty of every Kazakh is to know their ancestors up to the seventh generation has long been rooted in the
minds of the people. So A.N. Bukeihan in his writings cited a Kazakh proverb, according to which one of
the Kazakhs did not know his seven ancestors, that mankurt, so every Kazakh had to know his seven
ancestors (Turik balasy, 2009, V-bolim: 407). Knowledge of the seven-generation structure, according to
AN. Bukeikhan is the duty of every Kazakh, because "he who does not know his ancestors up to the
seventh generation knows nothing."
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In the Kazakh environment, ignorance of one's ancestors up to the seventh generation was
considered a shame and was strictly monitored. Seven-generation kinship played a big role in the life of
the Kazakh society, determining its self-consciousness and contributing to the preservation of the
integrity of the people. In order to maintain the gene pool of the people, the principle of exogamy was
introduced, which implied the prohibition of marriage relations within the clan.

A feature of the Kazakhs was pronounced patronymic relations, patronymic ideology and
consciousness. According to A.N. Bukeikhan, the blood connection between the Turkic tribes that were
part of the so-called large, medium and small hordes, has been firmly held for a long time. To the
question “who are you?”, each Kazakh answered: “I am the son of three hordes.” If the question comes
from a Kazakh, then one of the hordes or some clan from their midst will be named in response
(Bukeikhanov, 2006: 31). In addition, each Kazakh knew the name of his smaller tribal division. Until the
middle of the XVIII century. to a similar question they received the following answer: "I am a child of six
Alash". In these answers to the question of identification, the idea of the unity of the Kazakh people is
clearly heard. The ancestors of the Kazakhs knew firsthand that the strength of the people is in its unity,
and not in disunity.

At the beginning of the 20th century, when the crisis of the Kazakh tribal identity occurred, caused
by the agrarian colonization of the Kazakh steppe, the situation changed dramatically. The resettlement
policy of tsarism and the associated plunder of Kazakh lands made nomadism impossible, which
subsequently led to a reduction in the number of livestock, which, according to A.N. Bukeikhan, is the
only wealth of the Kirghiz. He noted that “Kazakhs are a people engaged in cattle breeding” (Turik
balasy, 2009, V-bolim: 407). Therefore, the reduction and death of livestock for the Kazakh was
tantamount to his own death. Since ancient times, the nomadic way of life was the basis of the Kazakh
identity, and therefore the transition to settled life was accompanied by the loss of all signs of
Kazakhness. So, N.E. Masanov argued: “In the event of the loss of signs of nomadism and the loss of the
process of nomadism, there was also a loss of a specific sociocultural (nomadic) self-consciousness and,
accordingly, the ethnonym “Kazakh” (Masanov, 1995: 247).

The result of the agrarian course was the impoverishment of the Kazakhs, which had catastrophic
proportions. The consequence of the social differentiation of the Kazakh society, which reached a high
level, was the emergence of such a phenomenon as otkhodnichestvo. It played a negative role in the life
of the family. This was reflected in the fact that the institution of tribal mutual assistance ceased to fulfill
its functions. The otkhodniks, rejected by the clan, began to adapt to the new conditions of life outside the
clan. In such cases, when the participation of the clan in the life of an individual is terminated or
minimized, the clan identity gradually fades into the background and its place is taken by the common
Kazakh identity. At present, among the Kazakhs of the Republic of Kazakhstan, tribal affiliation is
realized very clearly and serves as one of the main criteria for intra-ethnic differentiation.

An important role in the process of transmitting knowledge about their ancestors is played by tribal
memory, the presence of which is an indispensable condition for the preservation of ethnic identity.
Unlike the main body, for example, the “kozha” group quite clearly continues to maintain awareness of
its difference. At present, people from “kozha” remember that they are not included in the tribal structure
of the Kazakhs. At the same time, they associate their ethnicity with their country of residence, in this
case, with Kazakhstan. Some part of the “kozha” continues to emphasize their Arab origin, preserving
and broadcasting their identity. A feature of this group is endogamous barriers, which made it impossible
to marry a representative of another tribal group. In some circumstances, when marriage to a member of
another genus group was advantageous, such prohibitions were violated. In the event that representatives
of three generations from the Khoja clan married representatives of the Kazakh clans, they were called
"karamany" or "aralaskan kozhalar" - "mixed skin" (Ibadullaeva, 2015: 74).

An important element of tribal memory is ethnic self-name (endoethnonym). With regard to the
Kazakhs of that time, it should be said that their ethnic self-name differed from how the ethnic
community was called by the surrounding peoples. The Kazakhs called themselves "Kazakh", other
peoples, mostly Russians, used the ethnonym "Kyrgyz" or "Kyrgyz-Kaisaki" in relation to them.

The ethnonym "Kazakh", according to A.N. Bukeikhan, a wrong interpretation is given. He dwells
on five common mistakes, wittingly or unwittingly legitimizing the wrong ethnic nomination of the
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Kazakhs. Russian history calls the Kazakh community "Kyrgyz". This is mistake. The Arabic and Turkish
sources also do not provide reasoned data regarding the etymology of the word "Kazakh". The origin of
the ethnonym "Kazakh" from the word "kashak™ - "fugitive” has no basis, since it is not supported by
reliable data. In the book "Mustafadal akhbar" the ethnonym "Kazakh" is also interpreted incorrectly. It
cannot be said that its author does not know the meaning of Kazakh words. According to A. Bukeihan,
the reasons for the dishonest attitude to the interpretation of the concept lie in strong fanaticism and
hatred for the people, who are not Nogai in origin (Turik Balasy, 2009. I11-bolim: 388).

The fourth mistake about the origin of the term "kazak™ is the representation of some Russian
historians regarding the definitions of "kazak-kaysak". The term “Kazakh” has nothing to do with the
word “Khalisak”, according to A. Bukeikhan. In the Kalmyk language, this concept is translated as "a
person guarding the border." Using an erroneous interpretation, Russian historians write about the
Kazakhs as “Kyrgyz-Kaisaks” (Turik balasy, 2009. III-bolim: 388-339). The reason for the confusion
A.N. Bukeihan sees the following: “One of the peoples of Siberia became “Kazakh” (“Cossack army”)
after he learned from the Turks and became like our Kazakhs. If the Russian cavalry claims the name
"Kazakh", our Kazakhs are not going to lose their name and become Kyrgyz. The Kazakhs will remain
Kazakhs to the end (Turik Balasy, 2009. (Turik Balasy. Il-bolim: 382-383). A. Bukeikhan connects the
circumstances of the spread of such an ethnonym with the fact that the Russian state, in order to
distinguish the Kazakhs from the Cossack army, began to use the term “Kyrgyz -kaisaki.

About the fifth mistake in the interpretation of the term "Kazakh" A. Bukeihan writes the following
legend, which is common among the people, that a man from a Turkic tribe found a lost girl while
hunting in the field. The girl was very beautiful, and when he brought her home, people looked at her
with admiration and said: “Shirkin-ai, kyz-ak eken!” (“Oh, what a beautiful girl!” This word gradually
changed to “Kazakh.” They say that from this girl he had three children, and from these three children the
entire Kazakh people grew. They say that the Senior Zhuz comes from the eldest child, Middle zhuz -
from the middle child, and the Younger zhuz - from the youngest. The origin of the ethnonym "Kazakh"
from the word "kyz-ak" in the meaning "Oh, what a beautiful girl!" Is a false judgment. The text says that
this girl gave birth to three sons, from whom the Kazakh people descended.And such erroneous
judgments, according to A.N. Bukeikhan, are quite common in history books.

A. Bukeikhan wrote that the Alash people tried to write the history of the Kazakhs. The materials of
oral history collected by the students of the Alashovites tell the story of one premature Nogai boy who
grew up talented and was subsequently elected khan. The father of this boy (khan), having learned that his
son was born prematurely, said that "a child begged from God, born prematurely, will weaken my
people.” However, later he still came to power and strengthened the state. The boy chosen by the khan
received the call "Alash". This genealogy, according to A. Bukeikhan, is real (Turik balasy. Ill-bolim:
389-390). Thus, A. Bukeikhan associates the origin of the Kazakh people exclusively with the name of
Alash Khan.

The Kazakhs of the period under review were characterized by a clear awareness of the common
origin, which is confirmed by myths about a common ancestor. Such an ancestor, the idea of which is
rooted in the minds of the Kazakhs, is Alash. About the etymology and semantics of the term "Alash"
A.N. Bukeikhan. The origin of the term "Alash", in his opinion, goes back to the time of Genghis Khan,
who divided the entire state between his four sons. He gave Desht-i-Kipchak to the first son of Zhoshy.
Six tribes lived on the territory he controlled, each of which had its own call, sign, tree. At this time, the
battle cry of all the uluses of Zhoshy was "Alash". The meaning of the word "Alash" is "countryman".
A. Bukeihan noted: “When Alash was Alash, Alasha was the khan” (Turik balasy. II-bolim: 392-393).

Adherents of the idea of "Alash” considered themselves the successors of this legendary ruler.
Having adopted this term, they put into it a deeper meaning than just an ancestor, the battle cry of the
Kazakhs or “the whole people”. It seems to us that the essence of the word implies a state principle, the
consolidation of the Kazakh people and patronymic — the main regulator of all forms of relations in a
nomadic society. The branched system of kinship relations inherent in the Kazakhs served to protect and
contributed to the preservation of the unity of the people, in fact, performing the functions of the state.

In the structure of the identification matrix of the Kazakhs at the beginning of the 20th century, a
large place was occupied by regional identity, characterized by the attitude of the individual to his "small
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homeland". According to the views of P. Sorokin, “of all the ties that connect people with each other, ties
across the area are the strongest. The same place of residence generates in people a community of
aspirations and interests. The similarity in lifestyle, family ties, companionship, created since childhood,
give them a common character, creating a living connection... (Turik balasy. IV-bolim: 210). Thus,
among the Kazakhs, the following territorial communities were clearly distinguished: Pavlodar,
Kokchetav, Karkaraly, Omsk Kazakhs, etc., opposing themselves to other local communities.

Today, regional affiliation plays a significant role in the Kazakh society. The division into groups
according to the principle of territorial distribution (north, south, west) often leads to disagreements and
disputes, which “crushes” the ethnic group and prevents its ethnic consolidation.

In the period we are considering, we can single out such a variety of identity as confessional. By
group affiliation, the majority of Kazakhs of that period belonged to Muslims, however, confessional
identity was not dominant among other types of identities. So, A. Bukeikhanov wrote: “The Kyrgyz, until
recently, in the middle of the 19th century, were rather indifferent to religion, in particular, to Islam”
(Bukeikhanov, 2006: 32).

We find confirmation of this fact in A.l. Levshin: "What faith are you?" | once asked two Kirghiz
Cossacks. "We don't know," they replied. You will hear this answer from most of their compatriots”
(Levshin, 1996: 313).

By the end of the XIX century. interest in religion is growing, which is confirmed by the fact that
some Kazakhs enter the higher Muslim schools located in Bukhara, Samarkand, Kazan and other Muslim
centers. In this regard, A.N. Bukeikhanov noted that “religious and land issues were ahead of the issues of
political freedom among the Kyrgyz” (Bukeikhanov, 2006: 39-40). This was confirmed by the first
Kazakh proclamation, which was widely distributed in the steppe. The authors of this document,
according to A.N. Bukeikhan, "called on the children of Alash to rise as one person against the
encroachments of the Russian government on the religion - Islam and against the attempt to convert the
Kyrgyz people to "peasants” and the Orthodox faith" (Bukeikhanov, 2006: 33). According to the author,
the results of the activities of Orthodox missionaries are insignificant, since “Orthodoxy is accepted either
by young homeless orphans who have come off the steppe and accidentally ended up in Russian villages,
or a couple in love - a bride and groom, in order to convert to Orthodoxy and receive freedom. It is clear
that there cannot be many such converts to Orthodoxy, since in the steppe the care of orphans is the
responsibility of the clan, and public opinion does not recognize the freedom to choose a bride and
groom” (Bukeikhanov, 2006: 33). In addition, attempts to Christianize the Kazakhs were not successful
due to the fact that such a phenomenon was punished very strictly, led to disinheritance, and the most
difficult consequence for a convert was to be ostracized - expelled from the clan.

Nevertheless, for a number of reasons, there was a drift of religious identity, which can lead to the
loss or marginality of ethnic consciousness. A striking example of an ethnic group of that time that
changed its religious identity is the “baptized Kazakhs” of Altai. In the middle of the XIX century, a local
group of Kazakhs from the village. Black Anui of the Republic of Altai adopted Orthodoxy in exchange
for the preservation of the land. However, the change of confessional identity, according to the Russian
ethnographer 1.V. Oktyabrskaya, did not entail the loss of the language, ethnonym, and most importantly,
self-consciousness (Oktyabrskaya, 1997).

When considering ethnic identity, language and culture are important indicators — the main ethno-
differentiating features. A. Bukeihan and his like-minded people understood the importance of these
social markers for the ethnic group, which is why they became one of the key issues in the
implementation of the national idea. Preservation of Kazakh culture and raising the level of Kazakh
literature, in their opinion, contributes to the maintenance of Kazakhness. He assigned a special role in
such an important matter to the Kazakh youth, who received instruction in Russian. The author noted
“Kazakh youth who studied Russian should take on one task: to carry out every case that is out of court,
to maintain the name “Kazakh” in everything instead of the misleading name “Kyrgyz”. It's an impossible
thing, it's against the tide — It's all empty words, we are the children of glorious grandfathers who made
the water flow against the current!" (Turik balasy. IV-bolim: 383).

The Alash people had a special attitude to the language, due to the fact that the linguistic picture
determines the consciousness of the ethnic group and contributes to the preservation of the national color.
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Therefore, their main slogan in this regard was the conduct of education in the primary grades in their
native language. According to A. Bukeihan, the administration opposed this in every possible way and
demanded that the teacher in the primary grades of Kazakh schools know the Russian language (Turik
balasy. I1-bolim: 383).

Assimilation in the expression of A.N. Bukeikhan, the Russification policy pursued in the Kyrgyz
steppe was aimed at the destruction of the language. Until October 1917, people who did not know the
language occupied the positions of translators of the Kyrgyz language. A. Bukheikhan wrote that “this
was done on purpose, as the senior clerk of the office of the steppe governor-general told the writer of
these lines: “the Kirghiz themselves must rise to our level; we don’t have to learn their language!”
(Bukeikhanov, 2006: 20-21).

The lack of periodicals in the Kazakh language and the printing house also caused great
dissatisfaction. Periodicals in the Tatar language were subscribed in a significant number, newspapers in
Russian were practically not in demand. A.N. Bukeikhan noted that “after the dissolution of the First
Duma, Black Hundred newspapers were sent to the Kyrgyz steppe free of charge, but the Kyrgyz turned
out to be indifferent to them, and some recalled the folk aphorism about the wolf, which, having found a
poisoned piece of bacon on the road, bypassed it, saying: “heavy and you are tasty, a piece of bacon,
however, for what mysterious reason did you find yourself lying on the road? (Bukeikhanov, 2006: 37-
38). Therefore, the appearance in 1913 of a national newspaper in the native language, according to the
author, evoked an exorbitant sense of pride in their people and led to the rise of national self-
consciousness. According to the recollections of eyewitnesses of the events of those years, many were
waiting for the newspaper “Kazakh” like fresh bread.

Conclusion. For the first time, on the basis of the works of Alikhan Bukeikhan, a comprehensive
description of the identity of the Kazakhs at the beginning of the 20th century is presented. Particular
attention is paid to ethnic identity, which, in our opinion, reached its apogee in December 1917 after the
Second All-Kazakh Congress of the Alash Party and the decisions made at it. The idea of "Alash",
acceptable to every ethnophore, received its doctrinal formalization at this congress. The whole Kazakh
people, as one person, accepted this news with jubilation. The vigorous activity of the Alashorda people
led to the fact that the Kazakh people rose to the realization of state identity. Speaking about the leaders
of the Alash movement, as carriers of a new identity, it must be emphasized that they were an example of
selfless service to the Fatherland, their people and their national interests. The main merit of the adherents
of the idea of "Alash" is that they tried to raise the identity to the state level, thereby making every effort
and in every possible way contributing to the formation of the basis for future nation-building.

Alikhan Bukeikhan made a huge contribution to the study of ethnic identity and ethnic self-
consciousness of the Kazakhs. The Kazakhs of the early 20th century were characterized by a multiple
ethnic identity, consisting of several levels: Kazakh — a regional division —a Muslim — a tribal division.
The reasons for such a hierarchy in ethnic identification are the large proportion of the territorial
component, the increased role of the religious factor, and the crisis of tribal identity. Currently in
Kazakhstan there is an increased interest in religious rites, traditions and their performance, which led to
the activation of religious self-awareness. This is evidenced by the growth in the number of religious
organizations. Civic consciousness is at the stage of formation, it has not become nationwide. Today, the
Kazakhs do not have stable ideas about themselves as a single people. They identify themselves with
separate groups in accordance with regional and tribal criteria.

This article was prepared as part of the implementation of the project AP13067722.
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