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Abstract. Introduction. This research paper explores the impact of Soviet propaganda on women workers in
West Kazakhstan during World War 11, with a particular focus on the role of Komsomol youth propaganda in
mobilizing women for rear work. Goals and objectives. Using archival documents, memoirs, and newspapers,
the study analyzes the ways in which propaganda influenced women's participation in the home front. The
paper examines the themes that emerge from the data, which include the continuous stream of propaganda
campaigns that aimed to promote patriotism and encourage women to take home front works. The research
question addressed in this paper is: what was the role of Komsomol youth propaganda in mobilizing women
for rear works during World War 1l in West Kazakhstan? Results. The study sheds light on the impact of
propaganda on women's decision-making during wartime and contributes to a better understanding of the
experiences of women workers in this region and their contributions to the Soviet home front. Conclusions.
Ultimately, this research provides valuable insights into the role of Komsomol propaganda in mobilizing
women workers during World War 11 in the Soviet Union.
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Anparna. Kipicne. ¥CBIHBUIBIN OTBIPFAaH Makanaga EKiHINI OYHUEXY3UIIK COFBIC KbUIAapbiHAarel bareic
Kazakcrannarel ofiengepAi ThUI KYMBICTapblHA >KYMBULABIPYIAFbl KOMCOMOJABIK YTiT-HACHXATTHIH POl MEH
OHBIH acepi 3epTTeyre anblHanbl. 3epmme)yOiy makcamovl meH minoemmepi. FBUIBIME JKYMBICTA MYpaFaTTBIK
KYKaTTaplbl, ©CTEIIKTEp MEH Ta3eTTepaepAeri ACpeKTepIi Herisre ama OTHIPhII, ¥iasl OTaH COFBICHI
KbulgapelHaarsl  Oateic  Kaszakcran oHengepiHiH TbUI KYMBICTapblHA TapThUIybIHA JKOHE apajiacyblHa
KOMCOMOJIJIBIK YTiT-HACUXATTHIH Kalald jKoHE KAHIIAIBIKTHI 9cep eTKeHI Tanjgayra anbplHaabl. bynm makamana
KOMCOMOJIJIBIK JKacTap YHBIMBIHBIH XalblK apachlHla MaTPHOTH3MIII HACHXaTTayFa J>XoHE oWeNJepiAl ThII
KYMBICTapblHa TapTyFa >KOHE BIHTAJNAHABIPYFa OaFbITTalFaH YIiT-HACHXATTBHIK HayKaHIap CHUMATTalFaH
JepeKTepAl Talfayra anfaH. 3epTTey JKYMBICHIHBIH anFa KoiraH cyparbl: bateic Kasakcranmarel ¥nwel Otan
COFBICHI KBUIJAPBIHAAFBl OHeNAepdi ThUT EHOEKTepiHe KYMBUIABIPYZa KOMCOMOJ-)KAcTap YWBIMBI YTiT-
HACHXaThIHBIH peui KaHaal Oonabl? Homuoswcenep. 3eprrey ¥ibl OTaH COFBICH YaKBITBIHAA SHENACPIiH ThUI
KYMBICTapBIH OpBIHAAYJaFbl KOMCOMOJIBIK YTiT-HACHXATTHIH BIKIAJIBIH KOPCETEeNi OHE OChl alMaKTarbl
JKYMBICIIIBI SHENIEP/IiH TXKIpUOECiH >KOHE ONapAbIH THUIFAa KOCKAH YJIECIH JKaKChIpaK TYCIHyTe MYMKIHIiK
Oepeni. Kopvimouinowvl. Caitbill kenrenae, 0y 3eprrey Kenec Omarbrama ExiHIN TYHHEXKY3UTIK COFBIC KE3iHIE
KYMBICIIBI QWeNepAl KYMBUIABIPYJaFrbl KOMCOMOJIBIK YTiT-HACUXATTBIH POJi Typalbl KYHABI MOJIiMETTep
Oepeni.
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AHHoOTanmus. Beedenue. B cTatbe UCCIEAyeTCs BIMSHUE COBETCKOW IMpOMNAaraHjbl Ha >KEHIIUH-PAOOTHUI] B
3amagaom Kazaxcrane Bo BpeMsi BTopoli MHpOBOW BOWHBI, ¢ OCOOBIM aKIIEHTOM Ha POJIb KOMCOMOIBCKOM
MOJIOJICXKHON TponarasHabl B MOOWIM3ALMK KCHIIUH JJIs pa0oTel B ThUly. [lenu u 3adauu ucciedo8anus.
Hcnone3ys apXuBHBIE JOKYMEHTBI, MEMyaphl U Ta3eThl, paboTa aHAIM3HPYET, KAaKUM 00pa3oM IpolaraHia
BIIUsUIa HAa y4YacTHe JKEHIIWH B THUIOBBIX paboTax. B crarke wuccnmemyroTcs mpoOieMa, BBITEKAONINE U3
HACTOPUYECKUX HCTOYHUKOB, B TOM YHCJE HENPEPBHIBHBIX NPONAraHAWCTCKUX KaMIaHWi, HampaBJIEHHBIX Ha
arUTAIMIO MMATPUOTH3MA U MOOMIPEHHE KEHIWH K BEITIOJHEHUIO THIIOBBIX padoT. McciiemoBaTenbeKuii BOIpocC,
3aTPOHYTHIN B IAHHOW CTaThe: KaKOBa ObUIA POJb KOMCOMOJBCKOW MOJIOJICKHOHN MpOMaraHibl B MOOUIH3AIMH
JKEHIIIMH Ha THIIOBBIC paboTHI B TOAbI Benmukoit OTedecTBeHHON BOWHEI B 3anagnoM Kazaxcrane? Pesyabmamol.
HccnenoBanme mposiMBacT CBET HA BIMSIHHE MPOTNAraHIbl Ha TPWHATHE JKEHITMHAMH pEIIEHWH B BOCHHOE
BpEeMs U CIIOCOOCTBYET JIydIIeMy TOHMMAHHUIO OIBITA KCHIIUH 3TOT0 PETMOHA M MX BKJIaJa B ThUIOBbIC PaOOTEHI.
Buvisoosi. B koHeuHOM cueTe, 3TO UCCIEAOBaHUE JaeT I[EHHYI WH(GOPMAIMIO O POJIM KOMCOMOJBCKON
Tporraralasl B MOOMIN3AIlMK JKEHIITMH Ha THUTOBBIC pabOTHI BO BpeMs BTopoit MupoBoil BOWHEI B COBETCKOM
Coro3e.

KaroueBrnie cioBa: Benukas OteuectBeHHas BoitHa, Bropas Muposas Boiina, Coerckuii Coro3, paOOTHHUIIHI,
mpomnarasya, 3amagasii Kazaxcran, KOMCOMOI, THUTOBBIE pa0OTHI, TPYKEHUKHU ThIA, arUTaIHs
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Introduction

During World War 1I, women in the Soviet Union played a significant role in the workforce as men
predominantly served in the front lines. In order to reconstruct the economy, the government mobilized women
workers and encouraged them to take on traditionally male-dominated industries. Propaganda was an essential
tool used by the government to mobilize women workers, although the impact of this propaganda on women
workers in the West Kazakhstan oblast has received less attention. This paper aims to explore the power of
Soviet propaganda on women workers in West Kazakhstan during World War Il, focusing on the role of
Komsomol youth propaganda in mobilizing women for rear work during the war.

The continuous stream of propaganda through meetings, demonstrations, and other campaigns had a
significant impact on women's lives in West Kazakhstan. Women were inspired by propaganda campaigns that
aimed to promote patriotism and encourage them to take on traditionally male-dominated roles. Despite working
in difficult conditions, women workers in this region demonstrated resilience and were able to contribute
significantly to the Soviet war effort. However, it is important to consider the limitations of Soviet publications
at that time and to understand the extent to which propaganda truly influenced women's decisions.

The Communist Youth Organization, or Komsomol, played a crucial role in promoting the party's political
line and educating young people. During the Stalinist period, the Komsomol played significant roles in major
events such as the Five-Year Plans, the Purges, and World War 11, providing members with valuable political
experience and positioning them to become the next generation of party leaders. Komsomol organizations
focused their active propaganda and social work on strengthening the home front workers during the war. To this
end, they carried out various agitation and propaganda activities to involve women in rear work, and their efforts
played a significant role in the revival of work in the home front.

The research question addressed in this paper is: what was the role of Komsomol youth propaganda in
mobilizing women for rear works during World War Il in West Kazakhstan? In answering this question, this
study aims to shed light on the impact of propaganda on women's decision-making during wartime and to
understand the extent to which Komsomol propaganda played a role in mobilizing women for rear work. By
focusing on West Kazakhstan, this study will contribute to a better understanding of the experiences of
women workers in this region and their contributions to the Soviet war effort. Ultimately, this research will
provide valuable insights into the role of propaganda in mobilizing women workers during World War 11 in the
Soviet Union.

Materials and Methods
The data for this study were collected from multiple sources, including archival documents, memoirs, and
newspapers. The archival documents were obtained from the National Archives of West Kazakhstan and
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included official records of the Komsomol organization during World War 1. The memoirs were obtained
through interview with participants or their family members, and provided first-hand accounts of women's
experiences with Komsomol propaganda and mobilization for rear work. The newspapers were obtained from
the National Library of Kazakhstan and provided additional insight into the propaganda messages that were
disseminated during the war.

The data collected for this study were analyzed using thematic analysis. The researcher reviewed the data
and identified recurring themes related to the impact of Komsomol propaganda on women's mobilization for
rear work during World War Il in West Kazakhstan. The themes were then organized into a coherent narrative
that provided insight into the ways in which Komsomol propaganda influenced women's participation in the war
effort.

Discussion

The literature on women's roles in the Soviet Union during the Great Patriotic War provides significant
insight into the factors that contributed to the mobilization of women in various areas of the country. During the
Soviet era, publications focused primarily on the heroism and victories of the Soviet people, while ignoring
the difficulties and hardships they faced. Censorship and propaganda prevented an objective depiction of the
realities of Soviet society, and the dominance of the Marxist-Leninist worldview and the absence of alternative
views contributed to this phenomenon. However, the contributions of women during the war could not be
ignored. Soviet women played a crucial role in the Soviet war effort, both on the front lines and in the
mobilization of the military economy.

In the 1960s, studies began to appear that addressed the further development of these issues. Morekhina
(1962), Arutyunyan (1963), Aniskov (1966), and Mitrofanova (1971) all considered the role and importance of
women, including their involvement in leadership roles, statistical data on female labor productivity, and the
significance of female personnel to the national economy. After the collapse of the USSR and the formation of
the Republic of Kazakhstan, historical science in Kazakhstan developed in a new dimension. A significant
amount of scientific and popular science literature on the military topic appeared, with a focus on the regional
aspect of the problem of Kazakhstan in the Great Patriotic War.

The impact of propaganda on women's perceptions and experiences during the war is a complex and
multifaceted issue that requires further exploration. Mardanova's (2009) work "Pavlodar Women in the Great
Patriotic War" is dedicated to the exploits of women from the Pavlodar Irtysh region, both on the front lines
and in the mobilization of the military economy. Similarly, Yurk and Allaniyazov's work (2005) focuses on the
contributions of women from the Zhezkazgan region during the war.

The study of Zauresh Saktaganova and her colleagues (2016) provides an extensive review of the role
of women in the mobilization of the military economy in Central Kazakhstan during the Great Patriotic War.
The authors examine the multifaceted activities and contributions of women to the war effort, highlighting the
daily lives of women on the home front and their fates on the front lines of the war.

Saktaganova (2020a) explores the role of women in the mobilization of the military economy in the
Kazakh SSR during World War Il. The study is based on archival materials and a comparative historical
method. The article draws attention to the problems faced by women during the war, including poor working
and living conditions, which often led to violations of labor discipline and staff turnover. The study argues
that such conditions could cause widespread discontent and highlights the sacrifices made by women in the
war effort.

In another work by Saktaganova (2020b), "Historiographical Review of the Problem "Woman of the USSR in
the Great Patriotic War — Hero or Victim?'," the author analyzes the literature on the role of women in the
Great Patriotic War. The article identifies three main types of historiography and highlights the main
trends characterizing each group. The article concludes that Soviet and Kazakhstan historiography overlooked
many problems related to women in the war.

In Western historiography, the significance of women's involvement in war became a focal point of analysis
in the 1990s (Barber & Harrison, 1991). Consequently, scholars extensively studied the mobilization of women
workers in the Soviet Union during World War 11, focusing on various aspects of their contributions to the war
effort. One notable work in this field is John Erickson's study (1993), which highlights that women already
constituted a significant portion of the labor force before the war and played an even more substantial role
during the conflict. They took part in various activities such as working in munitions factories, digging anti-tank
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ditches, and engaging in heavy industry. Erickson's research sheds light on the physical and psychological
toll the war had on women and the sacrifices they made. However, despite their vital role in the Soviet
Union's victory, women's contributions have often been overlooked in popular narratives of the war.

Furthermore, other scholars have delved into the experiences of women during World War Il, providing
valuable insights. For instance, Goldman's work (2002) examines the significant increase in women working in
heavy industry during the war, considering it a crucial turning point in the history of gender relations in the
Soviet Union. This perspective challenges the conventional view of women in wars as passive victims and
emphasizes the agency of women in wartime, as argued by Karam (2000).

Moreover, Adrienne Marie Harris's dissertation (2008) explores the portrayal of the Soviet "woman warrior"
in works about World War Il, uncovering archetypes such as the martyr, handmaiden, and the "polianitsa” or
knight. Harris's research sheds light on the deeply ingrained archetypes that continue to influence contemporary
society. Similarly, De Jesus Reyes' thesis (2017) focuses on the experiences of Soviet women combatants,
highlighting their significant role in resisting fascist forces and advocating for the recognition of their
contributions and agency.

Additionally, studies have examined various aspects of women's contribution to the war effort. For example,
Cardona and Markwick's article (2019) explores the role of domestic gardening in Soviet society during the war,
revealing its significance in feeding the population and illustrating how Soviet propaganda tapped into women's
commitments to family and the defense of the Soviet Motherland. Markwick's book chapter (2018) provides a
comprehensive exploration of the critical role played by women in the Soviet Union's victory over Nazi
Germany, depicting their struggles in factories, farms, hospitals, and families. It analyzes the approach of the
Soviet state towards women in wartime and considers the emancipatory aspects of mass female participation in
the war effort.

Furthermore, Wahlang's article (2021) emphasizes the transformative effect of women's involvement in
the Second World War, challenging the patriarchal structure of Soviet society. It offers comparative insights into
the role of Soviet women compared to women in other countries involved in the war.

Lastly, Novikova's study (2023) sheds light on the agency of Soviet women in coping with the challenges
of war and their active role in ensuring survival. It also explores how women negotiated with the state to improve
their living and working conditions during the war.

In conclusion, the extensive research on the role of women in the Great Patriotic War encompasses a range
of perspectives and insights. Scholars have analyzed women's contributions from various angles, including
their involvement in the labor force, resistance efforts, and the challenges they faced during the conflict. These
studies have significantly contributed to our understanding of the complexities of women's experiences in
wartime and have challenged traditional narratives that portray women as passive victims.

One potential research gap in this literature review is the lack of studies that specifically investigate the
impact of Komsomol youth propaganda on women's mobilization for rear work during World War Il in West
Kazakhstan. While the literature provides insights into the contributions of women during the war and the impact
of propaganda on their perceptions and experiences, there is limited research that examines the role of
Komsomol propaganda in mobilizing women for rear work in this particular region. Understanding the extent to
which Komsomol propaganda influenced women's decisions and actions during the war is crucial to gain a
comprehensive understanding of the role of propaganda in the mobilization of women workers in the Soviet
Union. Therefore, there is a need for further research that focuses on the specific impact of Komsomol youth
propaganda in West Kazakhstan during World War 1.

Results

From the very beginning of World War 11, Soviet women who actively participated in the defense of their
homeland demonstrated an unprecedented level of political activity. With the departure of men to the front,
thousands of women were involved in work in the rear. The resilience of the population was not limited to the
soldiers at the front, but also extended to the women in the rear. The Soviet authorities introduced a total
wartime mobilization in the rear, which for the Kazakhs led to the aggravation of the most severe aspects of
Stalinism. This mobilization resulted in the strict observance of labor discipline in agricultural and industrial
production, with special emphasis on the use of female labor. Kazakh women have been widely mobilized in
both the agricultural and industrial sectors (Frank, 2022: 146).

Soviet propaganda and agitation served as pivotal mechanisms for instigating widespread mobilization of
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the Soviet populace, particularly in the early stages of the Great Patriotic War, ultimately leading to triumph.
During this phase, a plethora of public gatherings and protests were conducted, specifically targeting women to
actively participate in the war effort. The usage of propaganda as a tool for galvanizing women to lend support
to the front was instrumental in its success (Profsoyuzy v SSSR, 1963: 158).

During the first period of the war, when the situation in the Soviet Union was especially difficult due to
the mass exodus of political cadres to the front, there were often too few people left to conduct political agitation
and other forms of political mobilization (Brody, 1994: 11). However, the party demanded that these efforts be
carried out not only at enterprises, institutions, and kolkhozes, but also at the place of residence of workers. As a
result, the Komsomol played a crucial role in promoting the party's political agenda (Saktaganova et al., 2016:
186).

In this context in the Soviet Union, the Komsomol played a crucial role in promoting the party's political
agenda. The party's mass agitation efforts encompassed political work aimed at the general population, which
included speeches, lectures, and discussions with workers and farmers. As per Peter Kenez's evaluation, the
Bolsheviks developed an extraordinary propaganda apparatus, devoting substantial time, energy, and limited
resources to indoctrinating the Soviet people. In the early years of Soviet rule, the party established an elaborate
system of political propaganda that involved a variety of mediums, such as the periodical press, book publishing,
and oral agitation networks based in party cells, clubs, and village and city reading rooms. Additionally, political
education schools were established within the party and Komsomol, providing training to activists on the
nuances of propaganda and agitation, thus enabling them to effectively disseminate the party's messages
(Kenez, 2014: 219)

In addition, the Komsomol organizations played a pivotal role in reviving work on the home front during
the war. The outbreak of the Great Patriotic War prompted party and Komsomol organizations to concentrate
their active propaganda and social work on bolstering the home front workers. To this end, Komsomol
organizations undertook various agitation and propaganda activities to engage women in rear work. The
Komsomol's efforts were integral in ensuring the efficient functioning of the home front, thereby contributing
significantly to the ultimate victory in the war.

The Communist Youth Organization, or Komsomol, was established in 1918 to provide political education
and mobilization for Soviet youth. It offered a sense of community, activities, identity, and leadership positions.
During the Stalinist period, the Komsomol played significant roles in major events such as the Five-Year Plans,
the Purges, and World War I1. This provided members with valuable political experience and positioned them
to become the next generation of party leaders, making the Komsomol an essential tool for the Soviet government
(Bernstein, 2013).

One of the Komsomol's key roles during World War 11 was to mobilize women for the war effort. The Soviet
government used propaganda and agitation to encourage women to participate actively, and the Komsomol
played a crucial role in promoting the party's political agenda. By undertaking various agitation and propaganda
activities, the Komsomol engaged women in rear work, which was essential to the efficient functioning of the
home front and contributed significantly to the ultimate victory in the war.

During the initial phase of the Great Patriotic War, a series of gatherings and demonstrations played a
pivotal role in unveiling the inherent strength of women. These gatherings centered on discussions concerning
women's roles in the war effort, strategizing ways to support the front lines, encouraging women to engage in
employment, demonstrating methods for collecting warm clothing and facilitating blood donations.
Concurrently, comprehensive party-mass and political initiatives were undertaken to instill a spirit of victory
among the populace across various production facilities in Western Kazakhstan. Notably, women were actively
involved in these endeavors. Particular attention was given to the political engagement of party members, who
spearheaded propaganda campaigns targeting the workers. A wide range of visual aids, including posters,
appeals, and wall newspapers, were produced to disseminate information. Additionally, socialist competitions
were organized to involve workers, with women assuming active roles within brigades and groups. The
orchestration of these competitions was overseen by women who held positions within party and trade union
organizations. Energetic female representatives within mobilization collectives arranged seminars and meetings
in villages, intensifying the propaganda efforts. Propagandists regularly convened circle meetings thrice
monthly at each production facility within the region, attracting active participants from party, trade union, and
Komsomol organizations, primarily comprised of women and girls (CSAWK. Coll. 4. Inv. 1. File 1550. Pp.
2-3).
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The Komsomol's agitation work was particularly effective in the western Kazakhstan region, where
campaigning was carried out at a great pace. Prominent figures, including 500 different heads of enterprise, 1150
teachers, 472 Stakhanovists, and 275 farm managers, were involved in the agitators, and most of them were
women. The propagandists held over 2,000 mass rallies with 80,000 people, gave lectures and advice, and held
discussions. In the city of Ural alone, more than 60 lectures were held with the participation of 6,500 people
(Za konkretnuyu, deystvennuyu agitatsiyu, 1942: 3).

The mobilization of women to rear work in the Shingyrlau district of western Kazakhstan provides a
notable example of the effectiveness of the Komsomol's agitation work. In the district, more than 300 agitators
were actively involved in promoting the cause. Similarly, in the city of Uralsk, Komsomol member
D. Bekeshova carried out extensive propaganda work among women, culminating in the creation of a team of
women dedicated to sewing gloves for the Red Army. In a month, Bekeshova sewed 50 pairs of gloves and
socks for the front. The propaganda department of Uralsk, led by O. Grishchenko, also played an essential
role in propaganda work aimed at women in factories and dormitories, forming an initiative group that
regularly assisted the front. They sent 200 parcels worth 7,000 rubles and distributed items worth 3,000 rubles
to the wounded treated in military hospitals (Za konkretnuyu, deystvennuyu agitatsiyu, 1942: 3).

In a publication in the Kommunist newspaper dated January 26, 1942, it was reported that a significant
number of meetings had been held in 1487 settlements of the Shingyrlau district since the start of the Great
Patriotic War, with a total participation of 71228 people. To mobilize the local population, the district
committee of the party selected 16 women as special agitators and educated activists, who delivered lectures
and presentations in kolkhozes, sovkhozes, and the MTS. In total, lectures were delivered in 94 places and
political reports in 258 places on various topics such as "The Great Patriotic War of the Soviet people against
the German fascism”, "Fascism — the worst enemy of mankind"”, "Lenin-Stalin — leaders and organizers of the
Red Army", "Patriotic War of 1812", and "Expulsion of the German invaders." The propaganda work of
the Komsomol and the party played a significant role in educating and mobilizing the population in the
Shingyrlau district during the Great Patriotic War (Agitpropaganda jumisin..., 1942: 2).

The Komsomol's involvement in various rear work during the Great Patriotic War further exemplifies
their active role in the Soviet society. The Komsomol members, in particular, organized various campaigning
events to improve labor productivity. For instance, a general meeting of the Komsomol was held on January 9,
1942, at the Ural tractor-repair plant. During the meeting, a decision was made to help the tractor repair crews
of the collectives. To execute this decision, a Komsomol youth brigade consisting of ten people was formed,
who would visit each collective on skis every Sunday to repair broken down tractors. Additionally, they also
prepared tools for repairing tractors, including keys, bolts, and other necessary equipment. This initiative by
the Komsomol youth brigade was a significant contribution to improving labor productivity during the war
(Kalyanova, 1942: 2).

In addition to their efforts to improve labor productivity, the Komsomol members also organized various
campaigning events to mobilize the public. For instance, councils and meetings were held in one sovkhoz,
29 kolkhozes, and 2 MTSs in the Zhanibek district of West Kazakhstan oblast. Select communists,
Komsomol members, and non-party workers were involved in campaigning activities, and their centers of
activity were localities, brigades, and units. From July to October 1941, 150 lectures, 9 reports, and 134 stories
were given on defense topics. The lively and passionate words of the propagandists mobilized the public to
carry out state tasks and work productively (Maydanga komek, 1991: 4). The Komsomol's active
involvement in various rear work and their success in mobilizing the public exemplify their significance and
active role in the Soviet society during the Great Patriotic War.

The Komsomol members' involvement in organizing interviews on current political events, domestic, and
moral issues was highly significant among young students. Komsomol young women, in particular, understood
the role of Bolshevik propaganda work in the country during the Great Patriotic War and considered it their
direct duty to carry out propaganda activities among the masses. Komsomol members like Ikhlasova, Supygalieva,
Khasenova, Yesengaliyeva, Arystakhova, Gumarova, and Osherova carried out mass-agitation work among
kolkhoz workers with great success. They exceeded the norms of their campaign work by reading Stalin's
speech on the radio and conducting personal interviews among the workers. Their efforts illustrate the
Komsomol's active participation in Soviet society and their contributions during the Great Patriotic War
(SKKUJ, 1941: 3).

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Kazakhstan recognized the importance of female
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participation in the workforce during the war, and on July 7, 1941, passed a resolution obliging heads of various
organizations to prepare, train, and promote female workers to replace men drafted into the Red Army
(Kozybaev, 1970: 486). In response, voluntary people's militias of women were formed during off-duty hours,
and short-term courses were organized for them in the city, kolkhozes, and district centers. The courses
included lessons on mastering military weapons and teaching war. For instance, Komsomol girl Roza Sergeevna
Piskunova participated in mass military training courses for women at the Gorky Park of Culture and Recreation
outside of work (Kupitseva, 1993: 12-13).

During World War 11, the Soviet Union experienced a new form of labor competition through the emergence
of "Frontovye Komsomolsko-Molodezhnye Brigady" (Front-line Communist Youth Brigades). These brigades
were organized to work in a front-line manner and exceed production norms with the aim of achieving early
completion of tasks for the fighting army and increasing production output with fewer personnel. The emergence
of these brigades marked a new era in labor competition in the Soviet Union during the war.

In December 1941, the executive committee of the Kazakh Communist Party made the decision to hold a
month of assistance to military families in West Kazakhstan. This decision led to the involvement of various
organizations, including kolkhozes, sovkhozes state farms, MTS, enterprises, and institutions, in providing
assistance to the families of fighters. The successful implementation of this program was ensured by strict control
of the proper use of collected resources, and those responsible for misusing funds were brought to justice
(CSAWK. F. 37. Inv. 13. File 21. Pp. 42-43).

The program'’s successful organization and implementation heavily relied on the involvement of Komsomol
brigades, as evidenced by the directive from the regional committee of the All-Union Leninist Communist Union
of Youth, which called for the active engagement of all regional Komsomol organizations in monthly and
Sunday events. This entailed the establishment of permanent Komsomol brigades dedicated to assisting the
families of Soviet soldiers (GAZKO. Coll. 37. Inv. 13. File 21. Pp. 42-43). By ensuring the continuity of
support for military families and the active participation of Komsomol organizations, this directive exemplified
the Soviet Union's commitment to safeguarding the well-being of military families during times of war, while
highlighting the instrumental role of Komsomol organizations in implementing these initiatives.

Furthermore, the Soviet Union implemented various patriotic movements to bolster its military endeavors,
most notably the Defense Fund, which constituted a significant undertaking. The Defense Fund relied on
contributions in the form of financial resources, government bonds, jewelry, and provisions, with solicitations
made to a wide range of entities including industrial collectives, state institutions, kolkhozes, sovkhozes,
creative unions, and ordinary citizens. The West Kazakhstan region's substantial contributions of funds and
goods to the Defense Fund served as a testament to the region's unwavering patriotism and dedication to
supporting the country during the wartime (Finogenov, 1941: 2). Prior to the defeat of fascism, women within
various city collectives were mandated to allocate a portion of their monthly earnings to the Defense Fund.
Recognizing the significance of such initiatives, the Bureau of the City Council of the Communist Party of
Kazakhstan passed a resolution, urging the editors of "Priuralskaya Pravda" and "Ekpindi qurylys" newspapers to
extensively publicize the fundraising drive for the Defense Fund (CSAWK. Coll. 4. Inv. 1. File 1243. P. 97).

Furthermore, the Soviet government celebrated the accomplishments of exceptional workers and
disseminated them through party organs, the Komsomol, and the trade unions. Noteworthy production
achievements were commemorated, with military terminology, such as "Front-line Communist Youth Brigades,"
being employed to describe these teams. Many enterprises utilized oral and visual propaganda within their
production workshops. For example, the "Ekpindi qurylys" newspaper highlighted the patriotic endeavors of
Davletalieva, a Komsomol worker who efficiently managed a sheep farm, demonstrating exemplary preparations
for the winter season (Komsomolka baskargan fermada, 1943: 3).

During World War 11, the Soviet authorities employed a combination of propaganda and coercion to ensure
the successful fulfillment of assigned tasks. Despite the extensive campaigning efforts of Komsomol
organizations, however, tangible outcomes were not always realized. In response to this issue, strict controls
were implemented to monitor the execution of assigned work, with severe penalties for failure to meet
mandatory minimum workdays for collective farmers. Additionally, a mandatory requirement for an even
distribution of  labor output over specific periods of the year was introduced. The memoirs of Kurmasheva
Altyn provide an illustration of the use of propaganda to promote patriotism and mobilization during the war.
Specifically, Altyn's recollections reveal that adults were expected to complete a specific number of knitted
items, with military groups patrolling the streets to encourage participation. Altyn reports that, "We must
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finish the task given by the military commissar before morning" (Kurmashova, 2017: 5).

This firsthand account underscores the intense labor required of individuals during the war and the
expectation for personal interests to be subordinated to the common goal of defeating the enemy. The combination
of propaganda and coercion ultimately contributed to the Soviet Union's victory in World War II, but at a
significant cost to individual freedom and well-being.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Soviet Union faced a significant challenge during World War Il as men predominantly
served in the front lines, leaving women to play a critical role in the workforce. The government mobilized
women workers and encouraged them to take on traditionally male-dominated industries. Propaganda was an
essential tool used by the government to mobilize women workers, and this paper aimed to explore the impact of
Soviet propaganda on women workers in West Kazakhstan during World War 11, focusing on the role of
Komsomol youth propaganda in mobilizing women for rear work during the war.

The research question addressed in this paper was the role of Komsomol youth propaganda in mobilizing
women for rear works during World War Il in West Kazakhstan. The study aimed to shed light on the impact
of propaganda on women's decision-making during wartime and to understand the extent to which Komsomol
propaganda played a role in mobilizing women for rear work. By focusing on West Kazakhstan, this study
contributed to a better understanding of the experiences of women workers in this region and their contributions
to the Soviet war effort.

Soviet propaganda and agitation served as pivotal mechanisms for instigating widespread mobilization of
the Soviet populace, particularly in the early stages of the Great Patriotic War, ultimately leading to triumph. The
usage of propaganda as a tool for galvanizing women to lend support to the front was instrumental in its success.
In this context, the Komsomol played a crucial role in promoting the party's political agenda. Its efforts were
integral in ensuring the efficient functioning of the home front, thereby contributing significantly to the ultimate
victory in the war.

In summary, this research highlighted the importance of propaganda in mobilizing women workers during
World War Il in the Soviet Union, specifically in West Kazakhstan. The Komsomol played a crucial role in
promoting the party's political agenda and mobilizing women for the war effort. The study provides valuable
insights into the impact of propaganda on women's decision-making during wartime and the contributions of
women workers to the Soviet war effort. It also underscores the significance of political propaganda and agitation
in shaping the outcome of historical events.
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