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POST-SOVIET IDENTITY IN KAZAKHSTAN
Kulsariyeva S.P.Y", Boranbayeva Zh.A?
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Associate Professor
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!Al-Farabi Kazakh National University (Almaty, Kazakhstan) Bachelor of Arts in Archaeology and
Ethnology

Abstract. The article provides a brief overview of issues in the ethnic identity study and its methods in
domestic science, as well as the results of a pilot study of the post-Soviet identity in Kazakhstan. The
pilot study was conducted in the form of an online survey in February-March 2017. The trajectory of the
study was aimed at marking the signs of ethical identity between two groups “shala Kazakh” and “nagyz
Kazakh” after a period of prolonged interaction with other ethnic groups of the Soviet Union. Here, there
was an imbalance in the behavior of ethnic Kazakhs, which varies between hyperidentity and ethnic
nihilism. This state of ethnic identity fully explains the fact of the division of Kazakhs into two groups
of “shala” and “nazyz” with inherent characteristics for each group.

Keywords: Ethnos, identity, hyperidentity, ethnocentric identity, ethnic nihilism, ethnicity.

KASBAKCTAHJIAFBI HIOCTKEHECTIK 9THUKAJIBIK BIPETENJIIK
Kynacapuesa C.IL.Y", Bopan6aepa 7K.A.?

1On-®apabu ateinarsl Kasak ynTTeiK yHuBepcuTeTi (AIMaThl K., KazakcTan) Tapux FbLIBIMIAPBIHBIH
KaHJUAAThI, TOI[CHT

E-mail: aribasya@gmail.com

ABTOD KOPPECIIOH/IEHT "

Z9-Mapabdu aTeiHarsl Kasak yiITThIK yHUBepcHTETi (AMAaThI K., Ka3akcTaH) apXeoJIorus xKoHe
ATHOJIOTUSI TYMaHUTAPHUSUIIBIK FBUTBIMIAPBIHBIH OaKanaBpbl

Angarna. Makanajga STHUKaIBIK Olpereiyiik »oHe OHBIH OTaHJBIK FBUIBIMIAFEI 3ePTTEY MIICTEPiHIH
KbICKa IIIOJIBIMBI KOpCETUIreH, odaH opi Ka3akcTaHmarbl TMOCTKEHECTIK STHHUKAIBIK OipereimiKTiH
MWIOTAXKABIK 3epPTTEYyiHIH HOTHKeci OepinreH. [lTwmotaxnbik 3eprrey 2017 XKbUIbl aKnaH-Haypbi3
alipanbIHBIH apalibIFbIH/IAa OHJIAH-cayalHaMa MilIMiHAe eTKi3ureH. 3eprrey xoibl Kenec OnarbHbIH
KOITEI'eH YITTBIP/BIH Y3aK 63apa opEKETTECTIr Ke3eHIHeH KeHIH «IIaja Ka3akKy »KOHE «Harbl3 Ka3aky»
TONTApbIHBIH ApachIHAAFbl OSTHHUKAIBIK OlpereiiikTiH OenriiepiH TaHOanayblHa OarbITTanFaH. byi
KEepJle OTHHUKAIBIK Ka3aKTapJblH TONIMIHAE THUNEpOIpereilyiik TMeH OSTHUKAIBIK  HHUTHWIN3M
BapHUalalapblHBIH apachlHa YileciMCi3 ik OalKanFaH. DTHUKAIBIK OipereiikTiH OChIHIal jKaFaaibl
Ka3aKTap/bIH Op KalCHICBIHBIH TOH CHIIAThI 0ap «Illaja Ka3aky KoHe «HaFbI3 Ka3aky TOMTapbiHA OOTiHY
(aKThIH TONBIKTAN TYCIHAIPET.

Tyiiin ce3nep: OTHOC, Oipereilnik, runepoipereinik, STHOLEHPUCTIK Oipereiilik, STHUKAIBIK HUTUIIU3M,

O9THOCTHIK.
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IHHOCTCOBETCKASA OTHUYECKASA NWIAEHTUYHOCTD B KAZAXCTAHE
Kyabcapuesa C.ILY", Bopan6aesa 7K.A.?

KasHY um. anp-Dapabu (r. Anmarsl, Kasaxcran) kKaHIuIaT HCTOPUIECKUAX HAYK, JOLECHT

E-mail: aribasya@gmail.com

ABTOp KOPPECTIOH/IEHT "

?KasHY um. anp-Dapabu (r. Anmatsl, Kazaxcran) 6akanaBp T'yMaHHUTApHBIX HAYK 110 apXEOTOTHH U
STHOJIOTUU

AHHoTanus. B craTtbe npencTaBieH KpaTkuil 0030p U3y4eHHs BONPOCOB STHUUYECKON UACHTUYHOCTH U
€e METOJIOB B OTEYECTBEHHOM HayKe, a TakkKe IMPHUBEIEHBI PE3yAbTaThl MUJIOTHOTO HCCIIEIOBAHUS
noctcoBerckoit uaeHTnuHoct B Kaszaxcrane. [lunoTtHoe wccnenoBaHue MNPOBOAWIOCH B (hopme
uHTepHeT-onpoca B ¢eBpane-mapre 2017 roma. Tpaekropusi mccinenoBaHusi Oblia HampaBlieHa Ha
MapKHPOBKY MPU3HAKOB 3TUYECKOHN MICHTUYHOCTH MEXIY T'PYIIIaMU «IIaja Ka3ak» U «HaFbI3 Ka3ak»
MocJje Meprojia JUTMTEIBHOTO B3auMOJeHCTBUs ¢ npyruMu 3THOcamMu CoBerckoro Coroza. 31ech ObLT
OTMEYeH JucOallaHC B TIOBEJCHWW OTHUYECKHX Ka3aXxOB, KOTOPBIA BapbUPYETCS MEXIY
THIEPUICHTHYHOCTRI0 M JTHUYECKAM HHTHIIM3MOM. OTO COCTOSHHE ATHUYECKOH HICHTUYHOCTH
MOJIHOCTBIO OOBSICHSET (DaKT pa3[esieHHs Ka3axoB Ha JIB€ TPYIIBI «IIajlay U «HAFbI3» C MPUCYIIUMU
XapaKTePUCTUKAMU IS KQKIOU TPYIIIIHL.

KawueBble cioBa: DTHOC, WICHTHYHOCTh, TUIEPUACHTHYHOCTh, ATHOICHTPHYHAS WICHTHYHOCTD,
STHUYECKUI HUTHIIM3M, STHHYHOCTD.

Introduction

In view of Kazakhstan's long stay in tsarist Russia and the Soviet Union, any kind of scientific
activity in the country, including ethnographic science, developed largely thanks to the activities of
Russian rulers and intellectuals,. Therefore, the study of ethnic identity in Kazakhstan should start with
researchers of the Soviet era.

In the Soviet period, in the domestic literature, along with the basic terms of the nation and ethnos,
scientists widely used the term nationality, while implying ethnicity. The term “ethnicity” was rarely
used in scientific works, and did not have an exact definition in the directories until the 1970s [1].

The concept of identity in Soviet philosophy is most often seen as a principle that explains a wide
range of phenomena of assimilation and isolation. For example, it was often noted that the decisive role
in the development of individuals identity played by its interaction with society [2, pp. 4-10].

In the studies of Kazakh scientists of the Soviet period, the problems of the Kazakh identity are
quite old for the simple reason that such investigations were prohibited. For example, the works of the
well-known specialist on nomadic culture of Kazakhs had an enduring significance for a fundamental
understanding of the foundations of the Kazakh worldview. But they also had to give in their labors a
tribute to the principle of partisanship and the class approach, otherwise their work would not be possible.
Scientists cite the following socio-political and cultural-historical arguments due to the formation of the
Kazakh identity at this stage of history. “First, the discontinuities in the continuity of culture associated
with the destruction of its identity — in the years of active resettlement policy of the royalty, forced
sedentarization, hunger and repression against the Kazakh Soviet “intelligentsia” of the pre-war period.
Secondly, even in the years of relative calm, since the times of the “Ustav o Sibirskih kirgizah”, which
introduced Russian laws of alien management into the legal field of the three Kazakh “zhuz”, there was
a constant process of erosion of the Kazakh ethnic culture, connected not only with the transformation of
individual socio-legal norms, but with the inexorable change of the foundations of an original sociality.
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The basis of the foundations — the ethnosocial structure of the Kazakhs, in the person of the clan
institutions, “the institute of the biys”, the ancient customs and postulates of the traditional national
beliefs, has undergone a gradual destruction. Thirdly, the apotheosis of deformation of ethnocultural
identity of Kazakhs has become a new culture — “national in form, socialist in content. And although in
the depths of the people's consciousness in the peaceful Soviet period there was a constant process of
unarticulated rejection of an ideologically unified identity, Kazakh culture and language suffered
irreparable damage. With the attainment of independence, the transition from a Soviet, supra-ethnic
identity to an ethnic and national identity began” [3, pp. 80-91]

According to the researches of the Russian social scientist A.P. Sadokhin, whose works also have
a significant weight in the domestic Kazakh ethnological science, the identification process can be studied
in three main versions:

1) ethnic identification can occur on the basis of imitation, when the individual consciously or
unconsciously copies stereotypes of the ethnic group in which he lives;

2) it can occur on the basis of coercion, and as a tool of coercion, the value orientations of an ethnic
group are most often used;

3) ethnic identification can be carried out on the basis of free and conscious choice. This case the
individual can renounce his ethnicity and become a cosmopolitan [4, p. 28].

A.P. Sadochin identifies seven basic types of ethnic identity

And each of which is characterized by stable features and signs:

1. Normal identity — associated with the formation of a positive image of their people, a favorable
attitude to their ethnic origin, but depending on the situation and personality characteristics in this type
of identity, deviations from the “norm” are allowed both in the direction of “growth” and, conversely, in
the direction of “damping”;

2. Ethnocentric identity — is the uncritical preference of an ethnic group and is accompanied by a
desire for isolation, isolation. This type of identity is characteristic, for example, of representatives of
ethnic or subethnic groups who are determined to secede from the main ethnos (with different ethical and
religious motivations);

3. Ethno — dominating identity is a type of identity in which non-isolationism prevails, and
recognition of ethnicity is the highest, priority for human values and, moreover, recognition of the
superiority of its people. This type of identity is characterized by discriminatory attitudes towards other
ethnic groups, as well as by the desire for “ethnic cleanness” (the inadmissibility of mixed marriages,
etc.);

4. Ethnic fanaticism — is an extremely aggressive form of the previous type of identity, associated
with the absolute and overwhelming dominance of the ethnic interests of its group (sometimes irrationally
interpreted) and the readiness to make any sacrifices and actions. According to L.N. Gumilev, this is the
maximum “passionarity”, passionate dedication and sacrifice [1];

5. Ethnic indifference — indifference to one's ethnicity, cultural values of their people and to
interethnic communication, independence from traditions and norms of their ethnic group. On the
formation of this type of personality, in particular, oriented commercial mass culture, leveling ethnic
values, ethnic diversity and putting forward novelty and prestige in cultural communication to the first
place in the system of preferences of the modern consumer;

6. “Ethnic nihilism” — is a type of identity that is an expression of a cosmopolitan position: the
denial of the value of ethnicity as such, usually associated with a pejorative assessment of the status of
the ethnic group with which the personality is related by origin;

7. Ambivalent ethnicity — is a type of identity that is widespread in an ethnically mixed environment
and is not explicitly expressed. Of course, like this typology, any other to some extent abstracts from the
real complexity and ambiguity of ethnic identity, usually built on a combination of its various types and
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options. In the ethnic culture of any people there is an element reflecting some essential aspects of
identity, the process of identification, the features of ethnic consciousness and self-consciousness that
are formed in the process of interethnic communication [5].

With this approach to the consideration of the nature of ethnic identity, the grounds for ethnicity
become important. In ethnological science, it is customary to distinguish three types of grounds for ethnic
identity: 1) generative mechanisms (the social status of the respective people in the country and in the
world); 2) signs of community (ethnic mores, forming a national character); 3) means (conditions) for
the realization of identity (national language and territory of residence) [4, pp. 29-30].

As for the study of ethnic identity since independence, scientific research on the new Kazakh
identity 1s quite fresh and is just beginning to gain momentum, which explains the small number of works
written on this issue.

In the domestic literature, the problem of identity is highlighted in the works of such researchers
as R. Abdulatipov, Zh.A. Altaev, A.P. Abuov, S.N. Akatay, N.K. Baygabatova, M.S. Burabayev, N.Ye.
Elikbaev, A.G. Kabidenova, R.K. Kadyrzhanov, A.Kh. Kasymdzhanov, E.B. Toktarova, Zh.Zh.
Moldabekov, A.N. Nysanbaev, G.Zh. Nuryshev, M.M. Nurgaliyev, M.S. Orynbekov, OA Segizbayev,
A.Kh. Ramazanov, Sh.S. Rysbekov, G.K. Shalabaev, K.Sh. Shulembaev, M.Sh. Khasanov, TT Ospanov,
M.S. Shaikemelev and others.

It is known that historical memory is one of the factors shaping the national identity, the history
and also language, were an important sphere of maintaining and developing the national identity. The
memory of history is drawn from books, multimedia materials, eyewitness account and others, while
memory can have a great emotional color, which has a strong influence on the formation of a point of
view for this or that event, personality, ethnicity. The direction of social and human sciences in the study
of historical memory began to develop from the first third of the twentieth century. The founders of this
direction were E. Durkheim, M. Halbwachs, L.S. Vygotskii, F. Bartletta, J.G. Mid, P. Riker, P. Hatgon,
N. Koposova and A. Varburg. Historical memory is the basis of cultural continuity of generations and
national identity. In modern Kazakhstan science this idea was well described by T.T. Ospanov, having
distinguished the following levels of national identity:

— National historical, implying the awareness of the unity of the nation, the attitude to the nation,
the idea of history, the relation to continuity, etc., which largely determines its social and political
consciousness;

— a formal and practical, the result of the practical implementation of national ideas, which is fixed
and formed in the public and political consciousness of the nation, the relationship with the surrounding
world.

National identity appears as a certain imperative in choosing the historical path of the nation's
development, which is generally cultivated and encouraged in every way by the state. It acts as a result
of the past and at the same time as an engagement with the future [6, pp. 91-94]

The formation of national identity refers to one of the most difficult and urgent issues of the
political and cultural life of modern Kazakhstan society. According to N.A. Nazarbayev, the distinctive
features of Kazakhstan, including the polyethnic composition of the population, multi-confessionality,
traditions and history — “all this dictates the need for a two-level approach to the issue of identity - this
alpha and omega of the national policy”. N.A. Nazarbayev connects the first level “with the formation of
the people of Kazakhstan as a single civil and political community. Exactly the people, not the super-
ethnic community. This is an important emphasis on the fact that the national identity should not be based
on the formation of a single Kazakh ethnic community — ethnonations. The second level of identity, N.A.
Nazarbayev associates with the national identity of the Kazakhs themselves, their self-understanding and
self-determination and emphasizes that there are sufficient grounds for national identification of




Edu.e-history.kz 2017. 3(11)

Kazakhs. Among such he includes the absolute majority of Kazakhs in the territory of the republic,
mobility and representation of Kazakhs in all spheres of social structure, legal justification for such a fact
that Kazakhstan is the historical, genetic, territorial integrity of the Kazakh nation” [7].

M.M. Nurgalieva in her article “Rol instituta presientstva v processe konstruirovaniya natsionalnoi
identichnosti Kazakhstana” notes that the coexistence of these identities — ethnic and national — reflects
the existence of the two most significant forms of social grouping of people — ethnic and state, between
them there are complex interrelations, inter-intersections, and sometimes And mutual exclusion, and each
of these identities is a multidimensional phenomenon. What is the content of modern science in the
concept of ethnic identity and how is it delimited from national identity? For example, it is believed that
the population of a modern (national) state should have a single identity. It does not mean that all citizens
of the state should belong to the same ethnic group. National identity can be and in many cases is political
(civil), and not ethnolinguistic. Identity, in other words, satisfies one of the basic needs of a person - the
need for belonging, involvement and attachment, as opposed to a sense of “loss of roots”, rejection,
loneliness, abandonment, uselessness. After all, the satisfaction of the need is very important for human
life, and its absence has a painful effect on the person [8, pp. 128-134].

R.K. Kadyrzhanov in the study of the problem of national identity for Kazakhstan chooses
“ethnocultural symbolism and constructivism” as the main methods of research. He examines national
identity through symbols that are selected, developed and offered to ethnic, linguistic and cultural groups
of Kazakhstan by ethnic elites and the state. Speaking about the evolution of national identity as a social
process, it is necessary to indicate its main and leading trend, determining the direction, pace and nature
of evolution. The process of “Kazakhization” R.K. Kadyrzhanov defined as the main and leading trend
in the evolution of Kazakhstan's national identity. The term “Kazakhization” has recently been
increasingly used in journalism, primarily in the relationship between Kazakh and Russian.
Kazakhization is interpreted as the introduction (or striving for introduction) of the Kazakh language in
those areas where the Russian language dominates and, accordingly, the eradication or substantial
reduction in the use of the Russian language in them. However, Kazakhs can not be interpreted as a
linguistic process. In a general sense, Kazakhization is a broad, multifaceted process that finds its
expression in almost all spheres of Kazakhstan society. Proceeding from this, the Kazakhization of R.K.
Kadyrzhanov defined how the process of reaching the leading positions in this or that sphere of social
life of the Kazakh ethnos and its language, culture and symbols [9].

Also, in the study of the concept of identity in Kazakhstan, it is worth mentioning a series of works
by Zh.D. Kabidenova and Sh.S. Rysbekova concerning religion and religious identification in the light
of the issues of the need to support the socio-cultural space in the country. They carried out research
work on the role of religion in society, religious tolerance, the interest of adolescents to any particular
religions, their knowledge of religious organizations, and the importance of citizenship. Also, researchers
conducted a study in Pavlodar, where three secondary schools with the Russian language of instruction
were chosen for the purpose of analyzing the ethno-confessional dimension of identity. The researchers
interviewed 334 respondents, aged around 15-18. The ethnoconfessional section showed that the majority
of respondents identify themselves on the basis of the national and cultural tradition. Thus, research
summed up: a sociological survey on the republic notes the growth of religiosity among young people,
which most often has a superficial character. It is important here that this surface of the younger
generation to religion can lead to a weak religious awareness, where subsequently among them there may
be a change of religious identity towards the creeds of new religious movements and destructive currents.
Accordingly, the importance of strengthening and supporting the education of the younger generation in
the social and humanitarian sphere has real grounds for supporting social stability and preventing
religious terrorism [10].

Over the past decade, in connection with the rapid development of information and communication
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technologies, which is gaining momentum in our country, E.B. Toktarov and Zh.A. Altayev conducted a
study on the role of the Internet in the life of modern Kazakhstan society and its impact on national
identity. The research was aimed at revealing the importance of network communities and bloggers as
the main subjects of the virtual space, in the process of socialization of the Kazakhstan’s youth. Scientists
emphasize that in building a common citizenship identity, it is necessary to harmonize the efforts of
official authorities and activists of the emerging civil society, which are bloggers and activists of online
communities. It is important for the latter themselves to be the bearers of values and attitudes, the
corresponding models of the new Kazakhstan patriotism, the national idea of “Mangilik EI”, the
“Kazakhstan-2050” Strategy, otherwise it will be difficult to form the national identity of modern
Kazakhstan citizens in accordance with the goals and objectives set by the state and the society and by
the leader of the nation N.A. Nazarbayev [11, pp. 64-70].

This topic was also developed by T.T. Ospanov and A.Kh. Ramazanov from the perspective of
globalization processes that affect national identity. As is known, with globalization takes place gradual
leveling, forgetfulness, loss of national characteristics. On the other hand, globalization bears those
fragments of challenges in which any national society tries to maintain its identity. Recognition of one's
own ethnic identity is not something spontaneous, it is due to a high degree to specific public interests
and group needs, including political, economic, cultural nature. For this, the functioning of ethnic identity
becomes a main factor in the development of socio-cultural, political and economic processes.
Components of ethnic identity are directly or indirectly influenced by global factors, a hidden threat.
According to T.T. Ospanov and A.Kh. Ramazanov: “The national identity is today under threat, humanity
is trying to impose some one model as the only true one, to bring all its diversity to one stencil. Hence
the natural reaction of peoples - to protect themselves, their uniqueness. The growing anti-globalization
tendencies are connected with the fact that people want to be not representatives of some kind of common
faceless world, but bearers of a specific ethno-cultural, national community.” [12, p. 73]

It is very important to note the contribution of N.K. Baygabatova, asserting that: “Globalization as
an objective process, is largely determined by the contours of the future world order and its accompanying
active integration and communication processes are very distinctly revealed the problem of subjects
becoming world order can not be denied in this respect that the national states lose the status of not only
“survival units”, but also the dominant subjects of the world's political, economic and cultural processes,
increasingly these functions take on the military-political blocks, economic alliances, network
organizations, etc. Understanding the changes in the world accompanied by the appearance of a part of
the humanitarian discourse about forecasts relating to the new world order. Modern researchers predict
a return to the world politics of “global warriors”, referring to religious communities and transnational
corporations; position the emergence of new “monopoly” subjects of the global human community,
foretelling a “clash of civilization” and “a clash of fundamentalisms”; note the tendency towards the
return of a heterogeneous world system, similar to the one that existed in the pre-industrial era, to the
reorganization of the world on the basis of the national-state principle, when the subjects of politics were
not only states but also church communities, religious orders and trade unions. Active integration and
communication processes in a number of cases give grounds to assert that the further development of
mankind will go along the path of reducing the national and increasing socio-cultural (class, professional)
diversity.” It is quite obvious that this order of things leads to a slow decay in individuals of interest in
the concept of state, nation, ethnicity, identity in general. Therefore, in recent years active measures have
been taken in our country to restore the national culture, nation, and ethnic identity. The media are
actively working to develop this topic, the government is adopting programs and strategies aimed at
preserving cultural identity [13, p. 101].

In recent years, the study of the problem of ethnicity in Kazakhstan is becoming relevant for

sociology, historical science, ethnology, as well as for psychology and in many other areas. For this
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reason, in February-March 2017 we conducted an online survey on the social network Facebook. The
purpose of the survey was to identify the markers of ethnic identity in the modern post-Soviet population
of Kazakhstan as a whole, and in the groups of “shala” and “nagyz” Kazakh artificially formed within
society due to socio-political and social processes. In our network survey 255 people took part, 30 of
whom filled out a questionnaire in Kazakh and 225 people filled out a questionnaire in Russian. The
questionnaire consisted of 13 questions, divided into two blocks: a socio-demographic block and a
thematic cluster (see Appendix). In the survey, respondents aged 12 to 68 years old took part, among of
them 39.4% men and 60.6% women. The majority of respondents and their parents have higher education
(bachelor, master or PhD) - 93.3% and 84.3% respectively; 95.7% of respondents live in cities. Due to
the network nature of the survey, most cities and districts of Kazakhstan were covered: Astana, Almaty,
Atyrau, Aktobe, Aktau, Baikonur, Uralsk, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Karaganda, Kyzylorda, Kokshetau,
Pavlodar, Semey, Taraz, Taldykorgan, Shymkent. Some respondents also noted that they live in Bishkek,
Moscow, Toronto, the United States and Europe. About the nationality of parents respondents answered:
“both Kazakhs” 77.3%; “Both Russians” 5%; “Both Uighurs” 0.78%; “Both Ukrainians” 0.4%; The
remaining 16.52% of the respondents indicated a different mix of Kyrgyz, Tatar, Turkish, Greek,
Russian, Ingush, Ukrainian, Uighur, Jewish, German, and Chinese nationalities. Within the limits of this
article, it is possible to briefly analyze the main features that Kazakhs should have in their opinion and
ways of forming the distinctive features of Kazakhs.

Thus, according to the analysis of the data, 48% of respondents consider the ethnos as a stable
collective of people united by history, territory, external characteristics, traditions and rituals and the
language of communication, i.e. primordialism remains the dominant characteristic in the formation of
the national image (see Diagraml) [1].

Diagraml
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The next marker that defines the image of the Kazakh is the universal characteristics and qualities
(32, 15% of respondents), both negative and positive. For example, honor, charity and benevolence,
hospitality and responsiveness, patience, were especially noted, respect for the elders, as well as bragging,
not punctuality, irresponsibility and arrogance. Also one of the most important features is the citizenship
indicated in the document (2.7% of respondents) and the conscious choice of the individual, his sense of
belonging to the Kazakhs (3.14% of respondents).

How are these signs of the ethnic Kazakh formed, in the opinion of the respondents? Main ways
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that make up the distinctive features of the Kazakh are: environment, family and upbringing in it (23.1%),
mentality and positive human qualities (23.5%), socio-economic, political situation and public opinion (
5.14%). The respondents assign a large role to the same primordialist characteristics as traditions and
cuisine, the Kazakh language, external characteristics, genetics and pedigree, territory of residence and
knowledge of the history of their people (36.7%).

The next questions that interested us were: who are the “shala kazakh” and “kazakh”, and how do
the respondents understand these terms? In dictionaries of the Kazakh language the word “shala” means
“half-hearted” or “somehow”, depending on the context, and the word “nagyz” means “true”, “real”,
“most”. Shala-Kazakh, from the out-0of-date Chala-kazakh, are an ethnic group of metis from mixed
marriages of Kazakhs with other peoples (Tatars, Uighurs, Uzbeks, Russians, Ukrainians, etc.). The
ethnonym “Chala-kazakh” was used in the 18-19 centuries. But at the present time “Shala Kazakh” are
called Kazakhs who do not speak the Kazakh language and those who do not honor the Kazakh culture
[1]. According to the survey data, the following distinctions are made to determine the image of the
“shala” (see Diagram?2) and “nagyz” (see Diagram3) Kazakh.

Diagram?2
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0 B T T 1
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Apparently, one of the important components of the image of the “nagyz” Kazakh is the knowledge
of the native language at the level of the carrier. The problem of the Kazakh language, which has become
unclaimed even in the period of Soviet power, remains one of the dominant in the country. According to
the research of M.S. Shaikemelev and A.N. Nysanbayev in the new post-Soviet society on the basis of
language stratification, three groups of Kazakhs are distinguished: 1) “kazakhi-pochvenniki”, who know
Kazakh in perfection, but who are experiencing difficulties with the Russian language; 2) bilingual
Kazakhs, who freely speak and understand both languages; 3) “kazakhi-marginaly”, who do not speak
Kazakh or only in common Kazakh [3, p. 89]. Nevertheless, according to the respondents, in addition to
knowledge of the language, history and tradition, it is important to be loyal to your country, to serve for
the good of the motherland and to be a good person with the highest moral qualities. This is the image of
the “nagyz” Kazakh in society in the opinion of the majority. However, 2.75% of respondents out of 255
people recognize the “exclusiveness of the Kazakh nation” and display some features of nationalism. The
relation to nationalism, its interpretation in modern Kazakhstan is a legacy of the Soviet past. In the
Soviet Union, the attitude toward nationalism, as is well known, was sharply negative. Nationalism was
seen as a terrible social and political evil, which must be ruthlessly combated until its complete
eradication. This understanding of nationalism went deep into the mass consciousness. It also determined
the attitude of scientists to the study of national processes in the USSR and Kazakhstan. Nationalism was
opposed by internationalism as the ideal of interethnic relations. This understanding of nationalism in
many respects remains to this day in the entire post-Soviet space. Until now, the definition of
“nationalist” is used in the journalism and the relations of ethnic elites as a scarecrow and a label.
Therefore, many writers on the national theme try to avoid this word [9].

Within the survey it was found that 29.4% of respondents consider themselves as “shala” Kazakhs
because of not knowing the language or not observing the tradition, lack of patriotism. Then, 22% of
respondents attributed themselves to the group of “nagyz” Kazakh, where 14.12% of respondents
consider it is sufficient to be born in Kazakhstan and to have citizenship, to be useful to the country, to
feel closeness with the people, regardless of the nation, in order to call themselves “nagyz” Kazakh. It is
also important that 33% of respondents did not identify themselves with any of the groups, considering
such a division as unacceptable, dissociative, inciting internal conflicts in the country.
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Conclusion

The analysis of this pilot study gives a certain typology and reveals the mindset of the people of
Kazakhstan regarding their identity. In turn, M.S. Shaikemelev and A.N. Nysanbayev in the above-
mentioned study of the post-Soviet identity made a conclusion about the “clearly eroded hyperidentity
of Kazakhs” on the basis of the conservatism of Kazakhs in the politics of mixed marriages and the
orientation toward nationality in choosing a partner in marriage (44.4%) [3, p. 87]. In our study, the
trajectory is directed toward marking the signs within the ethnos, after a period of prolonged interaction
with other ethnoses of the Soviet Union. Here we noted an imbalance in the behavior of ethnic Kazakhs
that varies between hyperidentity and ethnic nihilism. This state of ethnic identity fully explains the fact
of the division of society into two groups of “shala” and “nagyz” Kazakhs, with inherent characteristics
for each group.

In this chapter, consisting of three subparagraphs, we consider: first, the basic methods of ethnic
identity described in foreign science for a given period; secondly, a description is given of a study on the
topic of ethnic identity by Soviet and Kazakh scientists; thirdly, a pilot study of the new post-Soviet
ethnic identity in Kazakhstan is being conducted. This study was conducted in February-March, 2017 in
the order of an online survey in the social network Facebook. All data obtained during the survey were
processed and presented in the thesis.
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APPENDIX

Questionnaire for online survey:

“Anonymous survey for the analysis of the criteria of ethnic identity of the individual. This survey
is conducted by a student of the Faculty of History of KazNU named after al-Farabi with the purpose of
finding out the criteria and attributes of the ethnic identity of the population of Kazakhstan at the present
stage of history and reflecting them in the scholarly work of the student. The survey is anonymous,

answers to questions are not subject to disclosure.”
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1. Indicate, please, your gender:

Male

Female

2. Please indicate your age:

3. Please indicate the level of your education:

High school

Higher education (bachelor/specialist)

Higher education (Master or PhD/Ph.D and more)

4. Please indicate the level of education of your parents:

High school

Higher education (bachelor/specialist)

Higher education (Master or PhD / Ph.D and more)

5. What is your main language of communication?

Russian

Kazakh

6. Please indicate your place of residence:

City

Village

7. Indicate, please, the region of your main residence:

8. Are both your parents Kazakhs? If not, please indicate the nationality of your parents:

9. What signs, in your opinion, should have a person, who indicate himself as a Kazakh?

10. How do you think the main distinctive features of Kazakhs are formed?

11. Who would you call "shala" Kazakh?

12. Who would you call "nagyz" Kazakh?

13. To which group of Kazakhs do you belong, "shala" or "nagyz"? Explain why and on what signs.

AHKeTa JJIsl OHJIaH-0TIpoca:

“AHOHMMHBIN ONPOC JJIsSI MPOBEICHUS aHAIU3a KPUTEPUEB STHUUYECKON MIACHTUYHOCTH JIMYHOCTH.
JlaHHBII OTIPOC MPOBOJAUTCS CTYIEHTOM HcTopudeckoro ¢gakynprera KasHY um. anp-dapabu ¢ menbro
BBISICHCHUS KPUTCPUEB UM TPHU3HAKOB OSTHUYECKOW WISHTHYHOCTH HacejeHus Kaszaxcrana Ha
COBPEMEHHOM 3TaIle HICTOPUH U OTPAKCHHS X B HAYYHOH padoTe cTyaeHTa. Onpoc aHOHUMHBIN, OTBETHI
Ha BOITPOCHI Pa3MIIANICHUIO HE MoJIIekKar.”
1.Vkaxure, nmoxanyiicra, Bam mout:

Myxckoit

Kenckuit
2. YkaxuTe, noxkanyicra, Bamr Bo3pact:
3. YkaxuTe, noxanyicra, ypoBeHb Baiero oOpa3oBanusi:

CpenHsisi mkoJia

Bricmiee o6pazoBanue (0akagaBp/CrieIHaInCT)

Briciiee o6pazoBanue (Maructp win PhD/kanaunar Hayk U BbIIIIe)
4. Ykaxure, noxanyiicra, ypoBeHb 00pazoBanus Bammx poautenei:

Cpennsist mkona

Bricmiee o6pa3zoBanue (0akanaBp/CrielIuaimcT)

Beicuiee o6pazoBanue (Maructp win PhD/kanaunaTt Hayk U BbIIe)
5. Kakoii Bair ocHOBHOI 361K 00111eHUS?

Pycckuii

Kazaxckuii
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6. YkaxuTe, mokanyncra, MecTo Bamero oCHOBHOT'O MPOKUBAHUSI:

T'opon

Ceno
7. YKaxuTe, Moxanyiucra, peruoH Baiiero oCHOBHOTO ITPOKUBAHUS:

8. O6a nu Bamux poaurens kazaxu? Eciv HET, TO yKaKWTe, MOKAIYHCTa, HAIIMOHATLHOCTh Bammx
poauTenen:

9. Kakumu npusHakamu, Ha Bamn B3riisi, 1oJpKeH 00J1aaTh 4eI0BeK, Ha3bIBAIOIINN ceOs KazaxoMm?

10. Kakum o6pa3om, o Bamemy MHEHHIO, (GOPMUPYIOTCS TIIaBHBIC OTIMYUTEIbHBIC MPU3HAKN Ka3aX0B?
11. Koro 6»1 Bel Ha3Bamu "mana" kazaxom?

12. Koro 6b1 Bel Ha3Bamu "Harbi3" kazaxom?

13. K kakoii rpymire ka3axoB Bel ce0st otHOCcHTe, "mana" nin "Harb3"? OObSICHUTE, TIOYEMY H TT0 KaKHM
MpU3HAKAM.

OmnnaiiH-cayaHama cypaxkTaphbl:

“TynfaHblH STHUKAJIBIK OIpEreMIiKTIH KpPUTEpUHJIEpiH TaijayblHa apHajlfaH aHOHMM/I
cayamHama. bepiiren cayamnama ka3zipri ke3enaeri Kazakcran XaiabIKTapbIHBIH Oipereiiiri oenruiepin
aHBIKTay MaKcaTbhIHJA Kyprizunimn, an-dapadu ateigarsl Kaz¥ Y-apiH TapuX (akynbTeTi CTyJEeHTIHIH
FBUIBIMH JKYMBICBIHIA KopiHic Tabanpl. CayarHamama MoliMeT OepYIIiHiH aThl XOHI KOpCeTUIMeni,
CypaKTapra )ayarnrtap xapusuranOanp1.”
1.Ci3aiH XBIHBICBIHBI3:

Ep

oiien
2. Ci3iH »acbIHBI3 Hemmene?

3. Ci3ig OUTIM AEHTEHIHIZ:

Opta mekren OimiMi

Koraps! 6iim (OakanaBp HEMece MaMaH)

Xorapsr 6inim (Maructp Hemece PhD, FeUTbIM KaHIMIATHI, T.0.)

4, Ata-aHaHBI3IBIH OUTIM J€HIEHIH TaHIaHBI3:

Opta mekren OimiMi

Koraps! 6iim (GakanaBp HEMece MaMaH)

Xorapsr 6iniM (Maructp Hemece PhD, FeuTbIM KaHIMIATHI, T.0.)

5. Herisri kapbIM-KaTbIHAC TUTIHI3 KaHIai?

Kazak Tini

OpsIc T
6. Herisri TypFbUIBIKTHI OPHBIHBI3bI TAHIAHBI3:

Kana

AybLn
7. Herisri TypFBUIBIKTBI aiMaFbIHBI3/IbI )Ka3bIHbI3:

8. ATa-aHaHBI3JIBIH €Keyl Je Ka3ak na? Erep aTta-aHamapbIHBI3 €3re YITTHI 0oJica, KaHAal YIT eKeHIH
JKa3bIHBI3:

9. Cizntix OMBIHBI3IIA, ©31H Ka3aKIIbIH JCTl CAHAUTHIH aJJaMHBIH OOMBIH/IA KaHAal KacueTTep 60y kepek?
10. Cizgin oMbIHBI3IIA, KA3aKTapAbIH HETI3T1 epeKIIeNiKTepi Kalail KanpInTacaabl?

11. Ci3 "mana" ka3ak Jaen KiMIi atap eaiHiz?

12. Ci3 "Harp3" Ka3ak JAem KiMJli atap eAiHi3?

13. Ci3 e3iHi3i Kaii THecLIl TOIKA JKaTKbI3ackl3, "mana" Ka3ak ToObIHA Ma dije "Harb3" Ka3ak TOOBIHA
Mma? He ceGenrti xoHe Kall KacueTTep HeTi3iHAe eKeHIrH jKa3bIHbI3?
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