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THE CONCEPT OF "NOMADIC EMPIRE" IN MODERN HISTORY
Maydanali Z.
Associate Professor of al-Farabi Kazakh National University, candidate of historical sciences

Abstract. Main conceptual positions and methodological paradigms to problem "leading a nomadic life
empire" are considered in the article. There are considered different approaches and methods of the study
of the shaping and operating the political system "leading a nomadic life empire”. The onward
development to modern history thought in study social-political sphere of the nomadic formation is
shown.

Analysis of the modern historiography on the continuity and transformation of the political organization
of nomadic societies has shown that special research in respect of the institutions of power and dominion,
which form a special sphere of human activity and, accordingly, a particular area of culture and social
structure as a whole. Debate and conflicting conclusions of modern historical science reflect the level of
theoretical and methodological approaches and show lack of logical tools for understanding the essence
and nature of social and political change in nomadic societies.The article deals with different conceptual
positions and approaches to the problem concerning the formation of social-political institutes of the
nomadic society and presents historiographical review of the modern historical science.

Keywords: Empire, the nomads, the scientific paradigm, structure, power, management.

3AMAHAYHU TAPUX FBUJIBIMBIHJIAFBI «k KOILHIEJII UMITEPU S TYKBIPBIMJIAMACBI
Maiinanaaun 3.
On-dapabu ateiHAarbl Kazak YJITTEIK YHUBEPCUTETIHIH JAOLEHTI, TAPUX FHUIBIMBIHBIH KaHIU1aThI

Anjaarna. Makanana "Kerresni uMIepus’ Maceneci OOMBIHINIA HET13T1 KOHIENTYaIAbIK TYKBIPBIMIAD
JKOHE OJIICTEMENIK TMapagurMaliap KapacThIpbUIFaH. bipkarap ofic-Tocuiep apKbUIbl "Kemlmeni
uMriepus" cascH JKYHEHIH KYpbUTybl MEH KaJbIITacy epeKIIeNnikTepi aWkplHmanaapl. Kermeni
KYPBUIBIMJIAPIbIH CasCH-9JICYMETTIK JKaFJalbIH 3epPTTEY/IE TApUXU OUJIBIH JTaMybl KepceTineni. JKammbl
QJICYMETTIK KYPBUIBIMHBIH JKarJailbl MEH ajgaM KbI3METIHIErl epekiie cdepachl MEH EpeKIle
MOJICHHETTIH OJIKeCi peTiH/ie OUIiK xoHe OMITIK OpHATYy Mocelleci apHayIIbl FEUIBIMH 13/1€HICTEPli KaXKeT
eTeTIHIH, Ka3ipri TapuXHaMajblK capanTay KeIlmeli casch KYpbUIBIMHBIH Ca0aKTacTBhIFbl MEH
TpaHcopManuschl Macesenepi apKbplibl kepceredi. Kermnmeni KOFaMmIbIFbI CasiCH - QIEYMETTIK
13/IeHICTep/IIH Heri3i MeH TaOWFaThl Ka3ipri FRUIBIMHBIH TEOPHSUIBIK - OIICTEMENIK Ke3KapacTapIblH
JCHreliH OHE JIOTHKAIIBIK MHCTPYMEHTTEPHAIH QJICI3MIrT MEH Kapama - KaWllbl TYKbIPBIMIApIbIH
aliTeICTapbIH KapacThipaabl. TapuxHaMambIK caparnTtay Ka3ipri Tapux FhUIBIMBIHBIH KOIITEN KOFaMHBIH
CasiCH — QJIEyMETTIK MHCTUTYTAPBIHBIH KAJBINITACy MICENeNepiH KopceTel, 13/IeHIC Mapaaurmanapbl MeH
KOHIENTYAIJIBIK TYKBIPBIMIAp MEH KO3KapacTapblH allKbIH AN bl

Tyiiin ce3aep: umnepus, KoImeniiep, FEUTBIMA TYKbIPBIMAAP, KYPBUIbIM, OHUITIK, 6acKapy.
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KOHIIENT «<KOUYEBAS UMIIEPUS» B COBPEMEHHOM NCTOPUH
Maiinananu 3.
Houent Kazaxckoro HallmoHaJIbHOTO YHUBEpCUTETAa UMEHHU anb-Dapadu, KaHIUIaT UICTOPUUECKUX HAYK

AHHoTanusl. B cratbe paccmaTpuBarOTCS KOHLENTYaJbHbIE 3aKIIOYEHHS] O TaKOM MOJUTHYECKOM
o0Opa3oBaHuM Kak "KoueBas UMMEpHUs" U METOJOJOTHYECKHIE TTapauTMbl. BBISBICHBI pa3HbIe TOIX0IbI
Y TIPUHLUIBI UCCIIEAOBAaHMS MPOOIEMbl CYIIECTBOBAHUS U (PYHKIIMOHUPOBAHUS "KOUEBOW MMITEpUH'.
[Tokazan nmporpecc HCTOPUUYECKOTO 3HAHUIO B U3yUEHUU MPOOJIEM COIMAIBHO -TIOJTUTHUYECKUX CTPYKTYP
KOYEeBOro oOmiecTBa. AHaJINW3 COBPEMEHHON HcTOpuorpapuu Mo mpodieMaM NPEeMCTBEHHOCTH U
TpaHcopManuy MOJUTUYECKON OpraHu3alMM KOYEBBIX OOIIECTB IOKa3ald, 4YTO HEOOXOANMBI
CHelMalibHble HAay4HbIE W3bICKaHUS B OTHOLIEHWM HWHCTUTYTOB BJIACTH W BJIACTBOBAHMUS, KOTOpHIE
00pa3yroT ocolyro cepy YeToBEUECKOM NeATETbHOCTH U COOTBETCTBEHHO 0COOYI0 00JIaCTh KYJIbTYPHI
U JIeATEIbHOCTU COLMAIBbHOM CTPYKTYpbl B IL€IOM. JIMCKYCCMM WU TPOTHUBOPEUYUBBIE 3aKIIOUCHUS
COBPEMEHHOM HAayKH OTpa)kaloT YPOBEHb TEOPETUKO-METOJIOJIOTMYECKUX IOAXOJ0B U MOKa3bIBAIOT
HEJO0CTAaTOYHOCTh JIOTUYECKMX HHCTPYMEHTOB Ul MOHUMAHMS CYLIIHOCTH M IPHPOJbI COLUATBHO-
MOJIMTUYECKMX U3MEHEHUH B KOUEBbIX oOlIecTBaxX. B cTatbe ocBemarTes pa3inyHble KOHIENTyalbHbIe
MOJIOXKEHUSI M TTOJIXOIBI K Mpobiaeme GopMUPOBaHUS COLMATIBHO-TIOUTUYECKUX UHCTUTYTOB KOYEBOI'O
oOmiecTBa, MPEACTaBICH HCTOPHOTpadUUECKU 0030P HCCIAEAOBATEIBCKUX MApagurM COBPEMEHHOU
HMCTOPUYECKON HAYKH.

KuroueBble cjioBa: nMiepus, KOUEBHUKH, HayYHbIE TAPaIUTMbl, CTPYKTYpa, BIACTh, YIIPaBIIECHUE.

At the present stage of development of historical science and its theories as historical knowledge
there is an urgent need for the formulation and analysis of the various conceptual problems. Conceptual
conclusion of such political entity as "nomadic empire” is one of the difficult to understand and has
different level of generalization and coverage of historical reality. Changing of paradigms identified
different methodological approaches and principles in studying of the problem of the existence and
functioning of the "nomadic empire™. The modern history identifies the elements in early-state imperial
structures of nomads. The progress in the study of nomadic nationhood is impossible without worldview
knowledge of the past social reality and integrated approach to the social and historical knowledge.

There were identified two approaches to the assessment of nomadic empires in the debates of the
last decade. The nomadic empires were supercomplex chiefdoms as it was stated in most history (N.
Kradin, V. Trepaviov, T. Skrynnikova, D. Bondarenko, V. Korotayev).These formations were
characterized as "tribal confederations™ by such researchers as T. Skrynnikova, N. Kradin. However, a
number of researchers as T. Barfield, S.VVasyutin, A. Khazanov prefer to talk about the relationship with
the most ambitious political entities of nomads (as Hsiung-nu state, Turkic kaganates, Mongol Empire)
as the previous forms of states [1,p.56.].Research paradigms in their comparative analysis determine the
similarities in the description of the specific forms of power among the nomads, but emphasize it
differently. Some of them are based on the assessment of governance structures by nomads directly,
others emphasize the essence of the entire military-hierarchical organization empires in cowing
dependent peoples and the removal of their surplus product.

One of the modern parties to the conceptual provisions "nomadic empire™ is the need to develop
criteria that would clearly define its nature and content. Research paradigm of N.N. Kradin considers the
essence of the object and determines the two essential characteristics of "nomadic empire": 1. large areas,
2. availability of dependent or colonial possessions. Describing the nomadic empire as a nomadic society,
organized on military hierarchical principle, to a relatively large space and operate the surrounding areas
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through the external forms of exploitation (theft, war indemnity, extorting "gifts" are not equivalent trade,
tributary etc.), the researcher identifies the following signs of nomadic empires: multistage hierarchical
nature of social organization, the dual or triad principle of the administrative division of the empire, the
military-hierarchical social organization, coachman service as a specific way of organizing
administrative infrastructure and specific system of inheritance of power, etc. Subsequently N.N.Kradin
models the structure of power in nomadic entities and outlines three levels: 1. ruler of the nomadic empire
and its rate 2. imperial governors, appointed to manage the tribes formed part of the empire, 3. local tribal
leaders [2,p.22.].

Modern historians focus on one more problem of the "nomadic empires" as the structure of
government. T. Barfield considers that the nomadic empire is the tribal "imperial confederation".
Analyzing the components of these nomadic formations, he defines them as autocratic and statelike in
foreign and military policy, but adheres to the principles of consultation and federalism in domestic
affairs. Using the methods of extrapolation and retrospection, he identified the administrative hierarchy
of three levels: 1) the leader and his imperial court, 2) imperial deputies appointed to control the tribes
belonging to the empire, and 3) local tribal chiefs. For these political groups the existence of stability
was supported by means of extracting financial resources beyond the steppe. T.Barfield theorizes cycles
of power, i.e. timing of changes in the dynamics of state-bureaucratic body in China, and the military-
political structure of the nomads in the steppes [3, p.44.].

The result of the combined techniques of critical analysis became the understanding of the
transformation of the Mongol Empire in big empire that included different political, economic, ethnic,
religious, and other subsystems (Ulus, "wings", the segments of the decimal system, tribal structure,
oases, towns and agricultural areas confessional communities etc.). The modern scholars shows this
historical precedent as "a symbiosis of tributary and aggressive types of nomadic imperial organizations™
[4, p.271].

Investigating the cause-and-effect relationships in the political culture of the Mongolian Empire, it
was revealed that the idea of rooting allegiance, and the impact of the Great Khan was based not so much
on the personal authority as on the military government machine, which he represented. Sacred role of
Khan, inherited from Genghis Khan, had a value far only among the nomads. With all the contradictions
of the system of inheritance appeared a tradition of transferring power, the legitimation of which was
performed by the Board of nobility - kuriltai.

Definition of Mongolian and other nomadic empires as "supercomplex chiefdoms"” reveals a
number of contradictions in the logical constructions of supporters of this concept. The genesis of the
hierarchical structures of nomads binds only to the war, plunder, conquering neighbors and especially
farmers, a key role in the nomadic empires plays special nomadic forms of exploitation, classifications
of these empires are being built on the basis of different forms of relationships with the settled agricultural
peoples (typical, tributary, aggressive).With this type of management system describing the "nomadic
empire" all of the above factors are relegated to the background, and the main criteria is the essence of
power in the framework of the nomadic community [4, p.273].

According to research practice of N.N.Kradin mechanism that connects the rulers with their
nomadic subjects was a "prestigious economics". Thus, the emphasis is on the redistributive functions of
nomadic leader against migratory nomadic groups of population, which played a decisive role in the
creation of the empire, all its organizational beginning, aimed at the outside world, to recognize
"statelike". This approach, in general, will speak about the dual nature of power in the nomadic empires
(potestarian and early state) [5, p.491].

Historical knowledge based on the comparative and retrospective analysis shows numerous
historical examples of the Middle Ages, where the nomads related groups of various ranks were real
elements of internal socio-economic, political and mental connections. Therefore, based on the present
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state of historical science and evidence, their presence can not be considered unambiguous argument of
state nature of the social system of the nomads. The sequence of historical thinking and concrete historical
analysis, modern methodological approaches indicates that family structure and genealogy conditioned
a "dispersion" and centrifugal nomadic societies. However, in the nomadic empires military hierarchical
bodies of political management closely intertwined with tribal segments, while being high above them,
control them, and organized their effective use in accordance with the aims of the imperial leadership.

Well-known nomad scientist A.M.Khazanov implementing specific research problems found that
the existence of the concept of the ruler of the Mongol Empire, whose authority was sanctioned by
Heaven, obviously undergone some development. In previous states the Heaven nomads first sanctioned
the power of kagans over their own people, in the Mongol Empire, it gave them power over the world.
As suggested by the author, Turkic kagans and possibly their predecessors - the Hsiung-nu, promoted the
idea of the divine origin of his power, his heaven-sanctioned right to rule the people and the kingdom,
but their claims have never figured belief in heavenly mandate to rule the world [6, p.399].

Exploring the nature of power in the Mongolian society author notes that the only goal that they
proclaimed, was subordinate to the world the power of gold generation of Genghis Khan. Nomads have
always occupied a dominant position in the Mongol Empire of Genghis, and then in all states. Many of
them migrated to the conquered country, and even there, they continued to lead a nomadic life. Mongolian
ruling elite also did not want their .... transition to sedentism in all states of Genghis, and even in many
of their successors, such as Tamerlane, the military elite consisted of nomads in ethnic and tribal relations
have always been closely associated with the rulers™- sums up A.M. Khazanov [6, p.397]

E.l. Kychanov drawing historical parallels management systems and modeling of nomadic societies
determined that all known large nomadic Central Asian states have had this attribute of statehood, as a
sovereign, which was expressed in domination of the ruler (shanyu, kagan khan) inside and outside of its
independence. On the report of the researcher this sign is expressed in the manifestation of the supreme
sovereignty of the government and its agencies to resolve criminal and civil cases in due course. The law
as a set of authorized or established rules of supreme authority had its origin as a rule of customary law
recognized by the sovereign supreme authority and the state, and the new set of the state standards of
supreme power. [7, p.301].Continuing the research traditions of previous generations, and using a set of
techniques of critical analysis, S.A. Vasyutin points out: "The peculiarity of the nomadic empires,
including Mongolian, is that the ratio of early-autocracy and components of power is transient and
mobile. In such formations there were sporadic "kickbacks™ to archaic institutions of governance that
could end with the decline of organizational structures of early-state™ [1, p.57].The researcher emphasizes
the role of supreme ruler of the Mongol Empire, which united in himself the functions of a traditional
clan leader and supratribal nomadic confederation (complex or supercomplex chiefdoms) and the head
of multicultural (with the nomadic and sedentary populations) political formation. Common to all types
of nomadic empires was a definite entropy behavior of supreme rulers (the transition from charismatic
to traditional domination). Identifying the essence and the nature of power in the nomadic empires, like
those who stood for (nomadic leaders), S.A. Vasyutin comes to the conclusion that they represented
complex and internally structured political phenomenon [1, p.68].

The progressive development of historical thought has led to the definition of the main stages of
the dialectical development of the political system in nomadic societies [8, p.30]:

1. community of nomadic tribes of Central Asia VI11I-V centuries B.C. enough for determining the
characteristics of their contemporary written sources had no political organization beyond tribal, military
and democratic institutions.

2. fundamental changes in their environment took place in I\V-111 centuries B.C., when there was
found in the sources new supratribal political organization - the early state-controlled hierarchically
structured military and tribal aristocracy.




Edu.e-history.kz 2017. 1(9)

3. imperial structure of sovereignty predetermined profound social change, not only within the
dominant tribal groups, but also dependent upon the communities in which sharply became intensive the
processes of politogenesis. These processes are reflected in a unified political terminology sources for
the entire Central world.

4. New socio-political structure has reached its classic incarnation in VI-VIII centuries., when the
runic texts of orkhon Turks and yenissey Kyrgyz there were emerged own terms, which designated as a
state political organization (al), continuing ethno-tribal community (bodun).

Variability and discussion of conceptual position "nomadic empire™ showed a lack of elaboration
of the problems of typology of socio-political structures and the formation of state institutions in nomadic
societies. This leaves researchers in need of diversified approach to the study migratory habits of political
entities to systematize and reconstruction as a complex set of different types and models of power,
connected to a single imperial structure. The study of specific historical events and processes associated
with the nomadic structures creates the basis for the formulation and analysis of conceptual and
methodological problems.
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