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Abstract. Introduction. The article is dedicated to the analysis of the Muslim funeral rite of the necropolis
of the Bozok settlement. The monument is located on the territory of the Akmola region of the
Tselinograd district near the city of Astana. It dates back to the VIII-XV centuries and represents
residential, religious, industrial, defensive structures of different times. The medieval settlement of
Bozok is the first cult monument of Northern Saryarka, which allows us to trace the identity of the
Islamization of the deep steppe regions of the Eastern Desht-i Kypchak on specific archaeological
material. Goals and objectives. The purpose of this study is to determine the types of Muslim burials of
the necropolis of the Bozok settlement. The following questions were considered and answered during
the study. What applies to the ground structures of Muslim graves? What traditions are typical for the
funeral rite of the medieval population of Saryarka of the Golden Horde period? Results. A comparative
analysis of the Muslim funeral rite of the Bozok necropolis has been carried out. Above-ground burial
structures have been identified: mausoleums, mud-brick, soil enclosures — khazirs. Grave structures,
which are typical for cemeteries of all Golden Horde cities, are singled out: linings, shoulders, wooden
vaults, crypts made of mud bricks. According to the architecture and design of the burial structures,
according to the things found in the grave pits, it can be argued that the Muslim necropolis of the Bozok
settlement began to form at the end of the 13th — beginning of the 14th centuries. Conclusions. It is worth
noting that orthodox Islam did not take root in the steppe zone of Desht-i Kypchak in the 13th—14th
centuries. The population continued to bury both according to the rite of paganism and according to the

requirements of the Sharia. Also pagan traditions are combined with some requirements of Islam.
-
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Anparna. Kipicne. Makana bo30k KajnanbsIFbl KOPBIMBIHIAFBI MYCBUIMAH JKEpJIey FYPIIbIH TaJIIayFa
apHanraH. Eckeptkim Akmorna o6mbickl, LlenmuHorpan aynansl, AcTaHa KalaChIHBIH MaHBIHIA
opHanackat. On VIII-XV raceipiapra xaTaapl dKoHE OPTYPJIl YaKbITTaFbl TYPFBIH YU, J1HU, OHIIPICTIK,
KOPFaHBIC KYPBUIBIMIApbIHAH TYpaibl. OpTaraceipiblk bo3ok Kamambirsl — ContycTtik CapblapKaHbIH
aNFamKkpl KopHeKkTi eckeptkirti, Oy [IIeFbic JlemTi KplmmakTeiH qamanbik aiMaKTapbIHbIH
MCITaMJIaHyBIHBIH COWKECTITH HAKTHI apXEOJIOTHUSIIBIK MaTepraliia Oaiikayra MyMKIHIIK Oepe/ti.
3epmmeydiy maxcamwl scane minoemmepi. byn 3epTTeyaiH MakcaThl Bo30K KanamibiFbl KOPHIMBIHIAFbI
MYCBIIMaH KOPBIMAAPBIHBIH TYPJIEPIH aHBIKTAY. 3epTTey OaphIChIHA KeeCl CypaKTap KapacThIPbUIBII,
oJjapra xayan Oepinai. MychUIMaH KabipiepiHiH xep YCTi KypbhlIbIMAapbiHa He kataabl? AnteiH Opaa
noyipiHAeri opTarachIpiablK Capblapka TYpFBIHIAPBIHBIH KepJiey paciMiHe KaHaal AocTypiep ToH?
Homuoicenep. Bo30K KOPBIMBIHIAFBI MYCBIIMAH JKEpIIEy POCIMiHE CABICTHIPMAITBI TAIAY KYPTi3ii.
XKep ycTi xepiiey KypbUIbICTaphl aHBIKTAJIbI: KECEHENEep, TONbIPAKTaH, KbIIll KIPHIIITEH kKacalFaH
Kopiaynap — xasupiep. AnteiH OpaaHblH 0apIibIK KaJalapbIHBIH KOPBIMIAPBIHA TOH KEPIey
KYPBUIBIMIAPHI: JaKaT, UIKOAYbl Oap MIYHKBIPIIAp, aFall KyMOe3 i xaObIHIbIIap, KaM KipITIITeH
KacallraH caraHa Oenekrenei. JXKepiey KypbUIbICTapbIHBIH aPXUTEKTYPAChl MEH KYPBUIBIMBI OOMBIHIIA,
TaOBUIFaH 3aTTapra coiikec bo30K KamambIFbIHBIH MYChIMaH KopbiMaapbl XIII raceipasiH conbl — XIV
FacBIPJIBIH OachIH/IA KaibllTaca 0acTaabl et aiiTyra 0oansl. Kopuimeinosl. AiTa KEeTEHiK, TOCTYpIi
ucnam XII-XIV raceipnapaa Jlemti KelnmmakTeiH Janaiblk alilMaFbIHAA JKaJIFAChIH TaIla bl. XalbIK
TOHIPUIUIIIK BIPHIMBI OOMBIHINA /13, IIAPUFAT TAJIANTAPBl OOMBIHINA /1A )KepIIey Il )KaJTFACTBIPIBL.
ConJaii-aK TOHIpUIUIAIK I9CTYpJIepi UCIaMHBIH Kei0ip TanantapbIMeH Yiiaecei.

Tyiiin ce3aep: Capriapka, Jlemti Kpimmak, XKomsr ¥bIChl, MyCBUTMaHIBIK Kepiiey pacimi, bo3ok
KayamblFbl, AnteiH Opna
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AHHoTauusl. Beedenue. CTaThsi TOCBSIIEHA aHAIW3Y MYCYJIbMAHCKOTO TNoOrpedanbHOro oopsaa
Hekporoyisi Tropoauma bo3ok. IlaMATHHK HaxomuTcs Ha TeppuTOpur AKMOJIMHCKOW 00sacTu
[lenmunorpaackoro paiioHa psaoMm ¢ ropogom Acrtana. [datupyercs VIII-XV BB. u mpencrapisieT
pPa3HOBPEMEHHbBIE JKWJbIE, KYJIbTOBBIE, IPOU3BOJCTBEHHbIE, OOOPOHUTENBHBIE COOPYKEHUS.
CpenneBekoBoe ropoaunie bo3ok — mepBbii  KynbTOBbIM mnamMaTHUK CeBepHoil Capblapku,
MO3BOJISIFOIINN HA KOHKPETHOM apX€0JIOTUYECKOM MaTepualie MpociieJUTh CaMOOBITHOCTh UCIIAMU3AIIUN
IIyOMHHBIX CTENMHBIX pernoHoB Boctounoro Jlemr-u Koinvaka. [Jens u 3a0auu uccredosanus. 1ensto
JAHHOTO MCCIICZIOBAHUS SIBIISIETCS ONpENEICHUE TUIIOB MYCYJIbMAHCKUX MOTPEOCHUN HEKPOIOos
ropoauiia bo3ok. bbui paccMOTpeHBl M JaHbl OTBETHI HA CIEAYIOLIME BOIMNPOCHL. UTO OTHOCUTCA K
HA3eMHBIM KOHCTPYKIHSAM MycyjibMaHCKuX Moruwi? Kakue Tpaauiuu xapakTepHbl JUisi HOrpedaibHOro
o0psima cpemHeBekoBoro HacesneHust Capblapku smoxu 3o10toit Opnbl? Pesyrsmamol. IlpoBenex
CPaBHHUTENBHBIA aHaJN3 MYCYJIBMAaHCKOTO MorpedanbHoro oOpsina Hekponois bo3ok. Briaenenst
Ha3eMHbIE TOTpedaTbHble KOHCTPYKIIMHM: MaB30JIEH, CBHIPLIOBBIE, TPYHTOBBIE OrPAJKd — Xa3UPBbI.
Brigenensl MOTHIIbHBIE KOHCTPYKILIMU, KOTOPBbIE XapaKTePHBI IJIs KIaJAOHI BCEX 30J0TOOPABIHCKUX
TOpOJIOB: MMOA0O0U, 3aIUICUYUKHU, JEPEBSIHHBIC CBObI, CKIIEIBI U3 CHIPLOBBIX Kupnuuei. [lo apxutekrype
U KOHCTPYKLIHMU TOTpeOanbHBIX COOPYKEHUU, MO BellaM HalJIeHHBIM, B MOTUJIBHBIX SIMax, MOKHO
yTBEpPKAaTh, UTO MYCYJIbMAHCKUN HEKPOMOJb ropoauina bo3ok Hauan ¢popmupoBatbes B koHe XIII —
Havane XIV BB. Bvi600bi. CTOUT OTMETUTH, UTO OPTOAOKCATIBHBIN UCIaM HE MIPHKUJICS B CTEITHOM 30HE
Hemt-u Keimuaka B XIII-XIV BB. Hacenenue nmpomokano XOpOHUTh Kak MO 00psAIy A3bIYeCTBa, TaK U
0 TpeOOBAHMM IIapHaTa. A TakKe sI3bIYeCKHUEe TPAJUIIMKA COBMEIAIOTCS ¢ HEKOTOPBIMU TpeOOBaHUAMHU
uciama.

Karouesblie cioBa: Capelapka, [lemt-u Keimuak, Yiyce Jxydn, MycylnbMaHCKUN orpedaibHbIN 00ps,
ropoauiie bo3ok, 3onoras Opna
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BaarogapHoctb. CTaThsi HOArOTOBJICHA B paMKaxX peaH3aliy MPOEKTa TPAaHTOBOTO (PMHAHCUPOBAHUS
«Kac Fansim» MunucTepcTBa HayKH U Boiciiero oopaszoBanus Pecyonuku Kasaxcran «Capplapka Kak
HCTOPUKO-KYJIBTYpHBIN pernoH Yiyca JKowmbn (perucrpanuonsslii Homep: AP14972808).

Jas uutupoBanus: bunsuiosa I'., Xa6aynuaa M. TTorpebanbHblil 00psT MyCyIbMaHCKOTO HEKPOTIONS
ropoauiia bo3ok // DnexkrponHslit HayuHsIi KypHal «edu.e-history.kzy». 2023. T. 10. Ne 4. C. 856-868.
(Ha anrx.). DOI: 10.51943/2710-3994 2023 10 4 856-868

Introduction

The Bozok necropolis is the first medieval cult object of the steppe zone that makes it possible to
trace the features and extent of Islamization of the deep steppe regions of the Eastern Desht-i Kypchak
using specific archaeological material.

Early medieval objects of the settlement were abandoned by the XIII century, and a Muslim
necropolis formed on their ruins. Here we excavated 5 mausoleums and 70 Muslim burials. Next to the
two mausoleums built of burnt bricks, brick kilns were opened.

The Muslim burials of the Bozok necropolis are represented by graves with a ground structure and
graves covered from above by a small earthen mound. Ground structures include the following:
mausoleums, rectangular enclosures made of raw bricks, round and oval ditches, which are the remains
of the foundations of some low fences that existed around the grave (Fig. 1).

Fig. 1. Settlement of Bozok. Plan of excavations I-IL
A —the borders of the shaft; b — bases of the triangulation tower
(AF of the K. Akishev RIA, F. 2. In. 2. C. 1. L. 24.)

Islam is a religious system with a strong legal and ritual side. Islamic law — Sharia regulates all
spheres of personal and public life. The funeral rite of a real Muslim is also described. Its text was
preserved in the medieval code of laws "Al-Khidaya fil-furu" (XII) and is used by archaeologists in the
classification of Muslim burials (Halikova, 1986: 44; Grigoriev and others, 2007: 129). The
archaeological typology of the Muslim burials of the Ulus Jochi is based on the details of the rite,
recorded in the design and maintenance of the burial pits, and the position of the burial (Halikova, 1986:
43—46). As noted, Sharia norms did not prescribe the construction of tomb structures, so their
construction was not considered.

Among the set of requirements, the following can serve as archaeological indicators of the degree
of Islamization. The position of the deceased facing the qibla with the body turning to the right side, or

burial without things and clothesi onlx in a shroud. The reliﬁious norms did not recommend to cover the
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deceased directly with earth. Therefore, the norms suggested constructions of gravel pits with a recess
(lyakhad), recess of graves with bricks. The listed constructions of the graves, except for lining the walls
with bricks, cannot be considered an innovation of Islam. These were characteristic of the pagan funeral
rite from ancient times.

Compliance with all the canons of Islam is characteristic only for the cemeteries of large cities, in
which the cadres of the Muslim clergy lived, exercising strict control over the implementation of all the
rules of the rite. For regions far from metropolitan centers, such standardization is not typical. This also
applies to the burials of the ancient settlement of Bozok (Habdulina and other, 2018: 22). Only half of
the Muslim burials face south. Geographically, Mecca is located south-southwest of the steppes of
Saryarka. In order to maintain the qibla principle, the burials must be oriented with their heads to the
northwest. 30 burials out of 70 have this orientation. This direction is especially characteristic of the
graves grouped next to mausoleum 3. This is clearly the late part of the Bozok necropolis. Judging by
the anthropological material, the burials here date back to the period of the Kazakh Khanate. A more
common Muslim sign turned out to be an indicator is as follows: there were no things in the burial.
Things or ritual food in the form of bones of rams, skulls of horses are characteristics for only 8 burials
out of 70.

Materials and methods

The article is based on the archaeological material of the necropolis of the Bozok settlement,
located on the southern outskirts of Astana. In 1998, the settlement was discovered by archaeologist K.
Akishev, further study was continued by the K. Akishev Research Institute of Archeology under the
leadership of M. Khabdulina. The methodological basis of the study was the collection and analysis of
available expeditionary reports and bibliographic materials.

The main part of the finds was obtained during the archaeological expedition to the Bozok
settlement. The method of archaecological stratigraphy was used in dating the ground burials of the Bozok
necropolis. Some of them had the character of later, introductory burials in abandoned, ruined buildings
of the previous period in the history of the Bozok settlement. In this case, the possibilities of the relative
stratigraphy method were used. The study made an attempt to identify the indicators of the funeral rite
of the local Kipchak and newcomer Mongolian ethnic group (Habdulina, Biljalova, 2017: 45). Through
an archaeological source with the help of a retrospective method, the role and significance of Islam as a
regulator of socio-cultural life and a source of sacred practice of the medieval population of Saryarka is
shown.

The archaeological material was also subjected to the methods of statistical processing during the
collection, systematization of burials and the analysis of the leading features of the burial rite.

Discussion

Mausoleums. The erection of five mausoleums on the ruins of the Bozok settlement is quite
interesting from the point of view of Islamization and testifies to the special spiritual status and
sacredness of this space (Biljalova, 2021). Judging by the design, building material, the mausoleums
were not built at the same time. The necropolis of the Bozok settlement formed over several centuries.

The early and elite part is the central inter-neighborhood platform, on which there are two
mausoleums and graves with fences. According to the architecture and construction of burial structures,
the first Muslim burials appeared here at the end of the XIII century. The use of the ruins of a settlement
for a necropolis was a common practice in the Middle Ages. Thus, the connection of times and
generations was maintained. The erection of mausoleums gave the surrounding space a special holiness,
selectivity. Nevertheless, it must be emphasized that orthodox Islam did not take root in the steppe zone
of Desht-i Kypchak. Pagan traditions were combined with some of the requirements of Islam. All
researchers of the Muslim necropolises of Ulus Jochi point to this fact (Mazhitov, Jaminov, 1990: 184;

Vasil'evi 1995 :23'i Vasil'evi 2009:.
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Since the end of the XIII century the ruins of the ancient settlement of Bozok retained their
attractiveness and became a sacred burial place for the elite of the Nura-Ishim region. On the abandoned
ruins of the settlements, buried were performed both according to the rite of paganism and according to
the requirements of Sharia. Both types of burials were made archaeologically at the same time, i.e. within
the limits of the end of the XIII-XIV centuries.

The mausoleums occupy platforms dominant in height on the surface of swollen ramparts.
Mausoleum No. 1 is located on the central highest platform of the monument, the dimensions of the base
are 6.6x6.6 m. The walls are lined with square bricks in three rows. The width of the walls is 0.88 m.
Bricks of the standard are 25x25x4.5—6 cm. The floor of the mausoleum is lined with the same bricks
laid on clay filling 5—7 cm thick. Whole and fragmented bricks with carved ornaments and fragments of
the ceramic top of the dome of the mausoleum with dark green glaze were found within the excavation
of the mausoleum.

Inside the mausoleum, archaeologists discovered two grave pits with the remains of three burials.
The graves were oriented along the west-east line. Judging by the stratigraphy, the mausoleum was built
for grave No. 9, which was later destroyed by grave No. 10. Grave pit No. 9 originally contained a burial
of an adult with three iron arrowheads. Arrows were found in the infill at various levels. Floor bricks
covered the top of the grave. But its location seems to be somehow fixed. After some time, the grave was
opened, the bones of the human skeleton were broken, some bear traces of burning, some of the bones
were thrown away. Instead, a teenager was buried in the grave, but also with things. There were alchiks
(dice) in their heads (Biljalova, Habdulina, 2020: 291).

Grave pit No. 11 is located 20 cm south of burial No. 10. This grave is the latest one in the
mausoleum. The bricks of the floor were opened or cut through for its construction. At the bottom of the
grave, archaeologists found the burial of an old man with his head to the west, and his face to the south.
The burial was covered with bricks. A brick kiln was explored 7 m southwest of the mausoleum. There
were carved bricks found in its filling along with slag and broken bricks. Consequently, bricks for the
construction of mausoleum 1 were fired in this kiln, because this is the only mausoleum with carved
terracotta found in the ruins. The time of construction of the mausoleum is determined by iron
arrowheads, which date back to the XIII-XIV centuries.

Mausoleum No. 2 is located 6 meters west of Mausoleum No. 1. It is partially preserved. The line
of the walls is uneven, apparently, the masonry was made without marking with twine, that is “by eye”.
Brick was used in the masonry for the second time, i.e. even brick fragments were used at the base of the
wall. The width of the walls is 0.8 m.

The mausoleum is square (5x5 m) or rectangular (6.5x5.0 m) in a plane oriented by the corners to
the cardinal points. In the center of the mausoleum there was a grave oriented along the NW-SE line. At
the bottom there was a burial of a woman of senile age. It was stretched out on her back, with her head
oriented to the NW, and her face turned upwards. The secondary use of bricks in the masonry showed
that mausoleum No. 2 was built later than mausoleum No. 1.

Mausoleum No. 3 is located 80 m south of the central city-forming sites of the monument. The
mausoleum was opened by one excavation with a furnace. Its ruins also looked like a hill and contained
introductory burials. Mausoleum No. 3 is almost diamond-shaped in plan, oriented to the cardinal points
at the corners. The external dimensions of the mausoleum are 9x8.5 m. The walls of the mausoleum were
built of baked bricks on a mortar of black silty soil. The width of the preserved walls is from 1.02 to 1.06
m. The standard square brick is 25x25x5 cm (Biljalova, Habdulina, 2020: 292).

An entrance is 0.8 m wide. It is fixed in the southwestern wall. In the center of the mausoleum
there is the main grave pit (No. 5), at the southern corner there are three late grave pits (No. 6—8). The
main grave has been robbed. By design, it looked like a crypt made of raw bricks. The long sides of the
crypt formed a vault. The floor of the grave was lined with mud bricks. The depth of the grave pit is 1.3
m. At the bottom, the bones of an incomplete human skeleton were stacked in a neat pile: the bones of

the forearmi shoulder blade and several ribs. It is Bossible that human bones found 5 m south of the
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entrance were taken out of this grave.

Fragments of alabaster plaster found in the piles and heaps above the central burial No. 5 are of
great interest. Apparently, plaster covered the tombstone of the central grave pit. Near the pit,
archaeologists found small fragments of glazed bowls decorated with floral ornaments, outwardly brown
and green glaze, and fragments of a ceramic top of the mausoleum with green glaze.

Mausoleums No. 4 and 5 are made of raw rectangular bricks. According to the construction
technique, they belong to a later time, possibly XIV-XV centuries.

The mausoleums of the Bozok settlement are of the single-chamber type, square in plan. The walls
were erected without a foundation, the thickness of the walls is 0.8—1.2 m. The walls of four mausoleums
(except the first one) are uneven, their markings are made “by eye”. The mausoleums were built of burnt
and raw bricks. They have south side entrances. Any data on the height and structure of the ceiling have
not been preserved. It can be argued that the vaults of the brick mausoleums were crowned with ceramic
tops — kubbs, covered with dark green and bright blue glaze. For firing the bricks of the first and third
mausoleum, brick kilns were built nearby. Consequently, bricks, kubba and glaze were made from local
raw materials (Habdulina, Biljalova, 2017: 48).

Among the cult monuments of the Bozok necropolis, mausoleum No. 1 is distinguished by the
thoroughness of construction, the use of carved terracotta. It stands in the center of the inter-
neighborhood area. Perhaps the mausoleum belongs to a special person who played a significant role in
the spread of Islam in this region. And it is this mausoleum that the history of the Muslim necropolis of
the Bozok settlement begins from. The man buried in it was accompanied by weapons and a horse bridle.
For the construction of the mausoleum, a brick kiln was built, and located 7 m to the west. The fact that
this site was the earliest is evidenced by several indirect data. Ground structures were located only here
with ditches remained from their walls nowadays. The process of "settlement" of the site continued for a
long period of time. This is evidenced by the facts of overlapping graves and their ground structures.
Another argument in using the possible construction of mausoleum No. 1 at the end of the XIII century
is the use of burnt bricks in the interior of the dwelling, in the lining of the walls of the sufa, in the design
of the furnace. It is established that the dwellings were already abandoned by the end of the XIII century.
Consequently, the brick mausoleum was already erected in the XIII century.

Researches excavated two brick furnaces next to the ruins of brick mausoleums. They had two
stages with the combustion chamber below and the firing chamber above it. The combustion chamber is
rectangular, 3.5x2.0 m in size, elongated along the northwest — southeast line. The furnace was built on
the floor of a pit 1.5 m deep from the level of the ancient surface and was lined with raw silt bricks.

The combustion chamber had nine rows of brickwork to a height of 0.7 m. The furnace vault was
cut into blowholes for the circulation of incandescent gases and their entry into the firing chamber. The
width of the arches, separated by airholes is 25-26 cm, i.e. corresponds to the size of the brick. Lake
vegetation served as fuel. Willow, common reed, marsh cattail, lake reeds are species that grow
abundantly on Lake Buzukty in our time (except for willow). Armfuls of reeds were tied into fascines
and served as excellent fuel.

The height of the firing chamber reaches 2.2 m from the floor to the vault. The entire height of the
structure from the floor to the upper point of the ceiling (assuming that the thickness of the lattice ceiling
of the furnace is 0.3 m, and the thickness of the arch of the firing chamber is 0.4 m) was equal to 3, 4 m.
The furnace had to rise 2.2 m above the level of the ancient surface.

Apparently, the inter-neighborhood space was completed and raised in height for the mausoleum.
All this suggests that the mausoleum belonged to a person who played a special role in the spread of
Islam in the Nura-Ishim region. However, yielding to the traditions of the pagan rite, he was buried with
things.

The barbaric attitude towards the remains of a person buried in the mausoleum is unclear. His bones
were crushed, even burned and thrown out of the grave. A child was buried in its place, still not according

to the reﬂuirements of Islam: with Rlaxing alchiks =dice=. The same fate befell the main burial of
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mausoleum No. 3. The human skeleton was thrown out of the crypt (Habdulina, 2010: 388).

The necropolis of the Bozok settlement was formed over several centuries. The early and elite part
is the central inter-neighborhood platform with two mausoleums and graves with fences on it (Fig. 2).
According to the architecture and construction of burial structures, the first Muslim burials appeared here
at the end of the XIII century. The use of the ruins of a settlement for a necropolis was a frequent practice
in the Middle Ages. Thus, the connection of times and generations was maintained. The erection of
mausoleums gave the surrounding space a special holiness, selectivity. However, it must be emphasized
that orthodox Islam did not take root in the steppe zone of Desht-i Kypchak. Pagan traditions were
combined with some of the requirements of Islam. All researchers of the Muslim necropolises of Ulus
Jochi noticed that.

Fig. 2. Settlement of Bozok. Excavation IV. Plan and section of a raw fence.
(AF of the K. Akishev RIA, F. 2. In. 2. C. 1. L. 25.)

At this stage of study, 5 mausoleums were excavated on the territory of the Bozok settlement: three
ones made of baked bricks, two mausoleums made of mud bricks. Their walls are represented by broken
bricks; the shape and construction of the ceilings have not been preserved. The mausoleums of the Bozok
settlement are of the single-chamber type, square in plan. The walls are 0.8—1.2 m thick, erected without
a foundation. All mausoleums have a floor lined with bricks or plastered with a thick layer of alabaster.
The erection of tombstones over the central grave was registered only in two mausoleums (No. 2, 3). The
entrance is from south side. Muslim burials are grouped around two brick mausoleums distiguished by
elegant decor. Mausoleum No. 1 had a facade decorated with carved bricks (Habdulina, 2010: 389). The
ceilings of the brick mausoleums were crowned with ceramic tops — kubbs, covered with dark green and
bright blue glaze.

The graves in brick mausoleums were robbed, the bones of the buried were thrown away. Iron
arrowheads and fragments of glazed ceramics were found in the mixed fillings of the grave pits.
Arrowheads belong to the types common in the XIII-XIV centuries. According to the things found in
the grave pits, it can be argued that the Muslim necropolis of the Bozok settlement began to form at the
end of the XIII — beginning of the XIV centuries. The latest Muslim burials were made in the XV-XVI
centuries.

Ground burials. Archaeologists discovered more than 70 soil burials at the Bozok settlement
(Akishev, Kolbina, 2002: 36). According to the funeral rite, they are divided into two groups: the first
ones (&) are pagan, with things, date back to the XIII-XIV centuries; the second ones are Muslim burials
(70). There are burials with things and ritual food among them, but burials made according to the
requirements of Islam predominate (Halikova, 1986: 44).

Muslim burials (70) are topographically localized in three places of the Bozok settlement: on the
|
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central inter-neighborhood site (excavation I), on the western rampart of the northern neighborhood
(excavation II) and near the ruins of a large mausoleum located 80 m south of the three city-forming
neighborhoods (excavation III). Single children's burials (2) and one of an adult were found in the rampart
on the eastern side of the northern neighborhood. Separately from all of them, a rectangular enclosure
made of raw bricks was built. It contained 4 graves. The fence is located at excavation site IV next to the
ruins of dugout dwellings.

Khazira-fences. Domeless memorials include graves surrounded by ditches. The outer dimensions
of the ditches ranged from 4.5x3.7 to 7.5x5.3 m. The original construction of the ground part of these
burial structures has not been preserved. It can be said that only the foundations of ground structures
were recorded in the form of ditches 0.4—0.5 m wide, 0.2 to 0.67 m deep. The ditches were filled with
fragments of baked and mud bricks, some of them contained a homogeneous silty soil, similar to a special
filling.

The ground part of these structures probably had the form of fences, called khazira in the Muslim
funeral rite. According to researchers, they appeared in the initial period of the formation of Muslim
burial practices and belong to a special trend of Islam. Its supporters adhered to the ban on the
construction of mausoleums (Maryksin, 2011). Fences (khazirs) have survived to this day among the
Kazakhs in the form of tomb structures "tortkulak".

The fences of the settlement of Bozok are concentrated on the central inter-neighborhood platform.
Apparently, it was from this platform that the formation of the Muslim necropolis began at the end of the
XII — beginning of the XIV centuries.

According to the layout of the ground structures of the central site, it can be seen that the burial
structures were attached for a long time. Some of them turned out to be blocked by later fences, therefore,
their ground structures were no longer visible. Enclosed burials are made in accordance with the
requirements of the Muslim rite and are characterized by a variety of intra-grave structures: recesses,
ledges wooden rolls at the level of the day surface, gable arches of three rows of rectangular mud bricks
in the bottom part of the grave.

A common feature is the turning of the face to the south, towards Mecca. At the same time, pagan
traditions are preserved. Fragments of cloth from clothes were found in two burials, an incomplete
skeleton of a sheep, a fragment of a cast-iron cauldron were found in one burial. As it is known, the
formation of Muslim necropolises was often associated with the burial place of the "ancestor" or a special
clergyman who did a lot to establish Islam and received the status of "saint".

Among the Muslim burials studied at the Bozok settlement, 4 burials were made in the undercut,
the rest ones were made in narrow soil pits. Many of the pits are pear-shaped in cross-section; from above
they were narrower, slit-like, expanding towards the bottom. Such pits are concentrated near the
mausoleums at excavation 1 and at excavation III.

Mausoleums crypts. On the Golden Horde necropolises, along with ground memorial buildings,
there are underground and semi-underground burial crypts structures. A crypt is any vaulted tomb,
usually buried in the ground, often found in individual ground burials. Their design is different — from a
false vault of bricks placed on the edge, to real vaulted ceilings of a semi-cylindrical or lancet outline in
section.

A large number of monumental underground or semi-underground structures designed for
collective burials are known. Their essence most accurately reflects the name "mausoleums crypts"
(Zilivinskaja, 2014). During the excavations at the settlements of Sarayshyk and Zhaiyk in Western
Kazakhstan archaeologists investigated domed mausoleums crypts. In the steppe Irtysh region, during
the excavations of the Kalbasun tower, crypts near the village Kyzylenbek were also found (Smagulov,
2012: 26).

In the necropolis of the Bozok settlement, in four cases burials were found in brick crypts with
vaulted ceilings. Two of them come from mausoleums. This is the central burial (No. 5) in the mausoleum

No. 3. Its walls from bottom to tog were lined with mud bricks and blocks. The bricks of the longitudinal
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walls were laid with an overlap. The shape of the vaulted ceiling is fixed by imprints of bricks preserved
on the western end wall. On the floor of the mausoleum above the pit, a semi-cylindrical tombstone of
burnt bricks was erected. The tombstone is plastered with ganch (alabaster) and painted with a floral
multicolored pattern.

Archaeologists managed to explore three crypts on the western rampart of the northern
neighborhood. One of them is in the mausoleum No. 5. Two crypts were made in earth pits, located on
the shaft, to the south of mausoleum No. 5. The pits with crypts are oriented latitudinally. A feature of
raw crypts is the filling of the bottom with soil or covering with thin boards. Two adobe crypts are made
of'black silty bricks of approximately the same size: 37x24x8; 28.5x24x8.5; 39x25x9; 37x24x8.5 cm. In
the end walls there are bricks of the following format: 25x20x15 cm; 38x20x8—9 cm. This is the standard
of'a small elbow, common for mud bricks in the construction practice of the Golden Horde era. The sizes
of bricks could vary and depended on handicraft manufacturing conditions.

An interesting construction of the crypt was found in the pit on the southern corner of the rampart
of the northern neighborhood (apartment 21/M). The entrance pit and the pit were lined with square burnt
bricks. The recess is stepped, made in the southern wall. The southern and eastern walls of the entrance
pit are lined with square bricks almost from above. The bottom of the entrance pit is lined with a
horizontal layer of bricks. The second parallel row of horizontal bricks goes into the cavity of the recess
and closes the burial from above. In order for the bricks not to crush the burial under the bricks, a lattice
wooden ceiling was made. At one end, the perches rest on the bottom of the entrance pit, at the other end
they are supported by fragments of bricks placed vertically along the southern wall of the recess. Thus,
the mouth of the recess is covered with a vertical wall of square bricks, and the burial itself in the recess
is additionally covered with horizontally laid bricks. In order to give the pose of turning to the right side,
bricks were placed under the shoulder blades and the head of the buried. Burnt bricks, apparently, were
taken from the ruins of the walls of Mausoleum No. 1. On top of the crypt there was a brick tombstone,
with fragments of burnt bricks preserved.

All recesses of the settlement Bozok are arranged in the southern wall, they have a step at the
transition to the bottom. The entrance pit was covered from above with a wooden ramp (2 cases) or a
falsely vaulted ceiling made of baked bricks (type A2—2a). The construction of the recessess is typical of
the Muslim funeral rite.

The north-western orientation of the dead predominates (26), followed by the western orientation
(15), in five cases the orientation of the head to the west-southwest and once to the north and north-west
were found. Both burials with a northern orientation sector are distinguished by the presence of ritual
food. One of them was opened in mausoleum No. 5. Two horse skulls were placed at the head and on the
legs. Chopped parts of the lower jaw, possibly from a horse, were found near the shoulder and between
the legs. The second burial, oriented to the NNW, was discovered under an "mound" surrounded by a
round ditch. An incomplete skeleton of a ram was found in the filling of a slit-like grave, covered from
above with a wooden ramp, above the bottom of the pit. The ram's skull was oriented to the south. A
fragment of an iron cauldron was found between the bones of the animal. Near the forearm of the human
skeleton, a chopped half of the lower jaw of a sheep was found. Once again, such a detail was found in
burial 4 of a family adobe enclosure, which, according to a bronze mirror, is dated to the second half of
the XIV century.

Ritual food in the form of separate ram bones was recorded in two more cases. The vertebrae and
two ribs of a ram were found among a pile of human bones in burial 4 (near the brick mausoleum No. 3
at excavation site III). This burial is similar to a reburial, as no traces of robbery were found. Throughout
the pit had the same filling. The rib and shoulder blade of a ram were found at the bottom of the entrance
pit of the cenotaph recess (burial 7 in mausoleum No. 3).

As to the hands position in Muslim burials, arms extended along the body predominate. The second
place belong to arms bent at the elbows, hands are on the pelvic bones. Among 70 burials there are 13

children's burials. Thez are found in different Blaces of the settlement of Bozok :Habdulina and othersi
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2018: 22). In five cases, the bones of infants, laid in a heap, were found: a skull and long bones nearby.
Four teenage burials were accompanied by things: alchiks (dice), glass beads, an iron knife. One of them
was a burial with a coin and an iron arrowhead.

In general, judging by the details of the funeral rite, one gets the impression that Muslim burials
were left by a related group of the population. There are no significant differences within all burials.

Results

All types of tomb structures, which are typical for urban necropolises of the Golden Horde time,
are presented at the settlement. The distribution of mausoleums and the Muslimization of the population
in the steppe zone, according to the data of the Southern Urals, dates back to the second half of the XIV
century. When analyzing a large sample of barrow burials of the developed Middle Ages, pagan and
Muslim burials were identified based on the details of the rite.

All researchers pay attention to the fact that strict adherence to the requirements of Islam in the
burial practice of the population of the Ulus Jochi is not observed. Deviations relate to such rules of the
canonical Muslim rite as burial without clothes and things, facing towards Mecca (qibla) with the body
turning to the right side. The burials of people in clothes, with weapons and decorations were investigated
even in the large Muslim centers of Central Asia, there are vessels in the mausoleum crypts. In the city
necropolises of the Golden Horde in the mausoleums.

The most elitist territory of Muslim burials is the central inter-neighborhood area, specially filled
and raised to a height of 2 m. On its surface (60x17 m) there are two brick mausoleums, 7 burial structures
in the form of round and oval ditches, enclosing the space around the grave pits. The outer dimensions
of'the ditches range from 7.5x5.3 m to 4.5x3.7 m. The original structure of the ground part of these burial
structures has not been identified. It can be said that only the foundations of ground structures in the form
of ditches 0.4—0.5 m wide and 0.2 to 0.67 m deep have been found (Biljalova, 2022: 107).

The ditches were filled with fragments of baked and mud bricks, some of them contained a
homogeneous silty soil, similar to a special filling. The filling of ditches indicates that they are the
foundations of walls that towered above the ground. In this way, they are similar to mazars and to the
type of Kazakh tomb structures common in Central Kazakhstan — “tortkulak”. Later designs have ditches
with loose soddy soil. Low mounds were fixed inside two ditches. The shape and size of the ditches
showed up during the cleaning of the upper level of the inter-neighborhood area (excavation 1).

In addition to burials that had an above ground part, 6 grave pits without enclosures were explored
at this elite site (excavation 1). According to the mutual arrangement, it is clear that three oval-shaped
buildings with ditches overlap the earlier burial structures.

The category of above-ground constructions of Muslim burials includes brick mausoleums and one
rectangular adobe enclosure containing 4 earthen graves (family burial vault). Single grave mounds of
Muslim burials in their location are grouped around the mausoleums.

Of the 70 Muslim burials of the settlement of Bozok, 25 were made in structures with a ground
part. The rest are ground. Some of them had tombstones, which are fixed on the modern surface with a
low relief, but their design, as a rule, has not been preserved.

Conclusion

The necropolis of the Bozok settlement formed over several centuries. The early and elite part is
the central inter-neighborhood platform, on which there are two mausoleums and graves with fences.
According to the architecture and construction of burial structures, the first Muslim burials appear here
at the end of the XIII century. The use of the ruins of a settlement for a necropolis was a frequent practice
in the Middle Ages. Thus, the connection of times and generations was maintained. The erection of
mausoleums gave the surrounding space a special holiness, selectivity. However, it must be emphasized
that orthodox Islam did not take root in the steppe zone of Dasht-i Kypchak. Pagan traditions are

combined with some of the reﬂuirements of Islam. All researchers of the Muslim necroBolises of Ulus
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Jochi noted this feature.

Sources
AF of the K. Akishev RIA — Archival fund of the K. Akishev Research Institute of Archeology
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