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SCYTHIAN AGE CEMETERY AT EGER-NAGY EGED IN NORTH- HUNGARY
(PRELIMINARY RIPORT)

Horvath V.

PhD student, 1st class, Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Almaty Respublic of Kazakhstan
E-mail: scythianworld@mail.ru

Abstract. The article presents the scythian age cemetery from Eger-Nagy Eged, North Hungary. On the
territory of the burial ground were found 61 grave and other different sporadic finds. On the basis of
thesematerials it is possible to identify four cultural groups, which are characterized by: 1 - ceramic with
Late Bronze - Early Iron Age traditions; 2 - ceramics under the influence of Basarab-culture; 3 - Hallstatt
pottery, weapons and ornaments; 4 - several aspects of Scythian period, like iron axes, snaffle,
wheelturned pottery and Cypraea shells. The presence of these four cultural groups allows for a fresh
look at the problem of the researching of the early scythian age. As well as, issues related to the horizon
socalled "Gydngyds-Miskolc-Diosgyér-Artand”, which consists of the articles of Hallstattian type and
founds of the VVekerzug-culture, datedto the end of the 7th c. BC. This horizon belongs to a large system
of local and regional relations, behind which can be supposed the representativemilitary characters of the
early iron age elite.

Keywords: Early Scythian, Hallstattian type, Prescythian, Basarab, horse trappings, wheelturned
ceramic, relation system, Hungary

COJITYCTIK BEHI'PUAJAFBI CKU® KE3EHIHIH KOPBIMJIAPBI (anabin ana ecem)
Xopsar B.

On-dapabu ateiHAarel Kazak yITTIK yHUBEPCUTETIHIH 1-1111 Kypc JOoKTOpaHThl AnMatsl, Kasakcran
E-mail: scythianworld@mail.ru

Anparna. Makanana BeHrpusmarel epre Temip I9yipiH, OHBIH imiHae, Jrep-Hams DOren keprieyre
KaTBICTBI FBUIBIMU 3€PTTEY/IIH JKaHa HOTHIKENEPi Typajbl JepeKTepi yebiHaael. KopsiM aymarbiaaa 61
JKepJiey OpBIHAAPHI KOHE ©3re/ie Ke3/ICHCOK TaObUIFaH OJDKaiap HETi3iHIe TOPT MOJICHUET TONTaphIH
aHbpIKTayra Oosanbl. COHBIH HET3IHIE OJIapJbl TOPT TOMKA XKIKTeWmi: 1 — KeHiHTri KoJjia-epTe TeMip
TOYIpiHIH JOCTYpil KepaMmuKachl. 2 — Basarab monenueri MeH cku@ kKe3eHHIH OipHEIIe acreKTuUIepiHiH
BIKITAJIBIHAH TYBIHJAFbIH KepaMuka. 3 — ['ajpIuTar KepaMuKachl, Kapy-Kapak oHe Juiekeiepi. 4 —
TeMip Oanranap, cyp-ca3[pl alKbIIITHI KeIITap koHe Cypraea »KyHFBIIITAP/bI KaTKbI3aMbI3. ATalFaH
TOPT MOJICHHUET TONTAphl KOHE cKu( enaepiHiH ©3 OacTapblHAH OTKE3reH 3aMaHJapblHa Oacka
KO3KapaclieH Kapayra MyMKIH/IIK Oepill OThIp , COHBIMEH KaTap 0J1 3aMaH Tizoerin «Gyongyds—Miskolc-
Di(’)sgyc'ir—Arténd» nen Te artayra Oomnaabl, VII FacelpablH COHBIHIAFbl Bekep3yr MoJeHHMETiHAeri
ranpluTar 6eifHecineH Kypanaasl. by Ti30ek ayMakThIK YJIKEH kel OaiaHbIcTapbiHa THECLUTL, OYHBIH
KYITUSICBI SJUTAIBIK 9CKEPU MOJCHHUETTIH JKaChIPbIH JKaTKAH IBIFbI.

Tyiiin ce3nep: epre ckud noyipi, Hallstatt Typi, ckud noyipine neitinri, bacapad,KbIIKbl XKYTeHI, KBUIKbI
omekeinepi, ckug, Oaitnansic xxyieci, Benrpus
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MOTWJIBHUK CKU®CKOI'O BPEMEHW CEBEPHOI BEHI'PUU (ITPEJBAPUTEJIbHBIN
OTYET)

Xopsar B.

nokropant 1 kypca KazHY um. Anp-®apabu. Anmatsl, Kazaxcran
E-mail: scythianworld@mail.ru

AHHOTauus. B craTthe NpuBOIATCS JaHHBIE O HOBBIX PE3yJIbTaTaX MCCIICAOBAHUI PAHHETO JKEIE3HOTO
BeKa B BeHrpuu, B 4aCTHOCTH, MaTepualibl MOTWIbHUKA Yy Orep-Haaps Orena. Ha repputopun
MOTHJIBHUKA HalJIeHo 61 morpeGeHne u pa3inyHble ClyyailHble HaXO0AKH, Ha OCHOBE KOTOPBIX MOXKHO
BBIICNTUTH YEThIPE KYJIbTYPHBIX IPYMIIbI, 7151 KOTOPBIX XapaKTepHBI: | — KepaMuKa Tpaaulfil S1oxXu
1o3/1Hel OpPOH3bI — PaHHETO JKEJIe3HOT0 BEKa; 2 — KepaMUKa MoJl BIUSHUEM KylbTyphl bacapad u
HECKOJIBKO acleKTOB IMpeacKu(CKoro nepuoja; 3 — rajpliTarckas KepaMuka, OpyKue U ykpameHus; 4
— JKeTIe3HbIe TOTIOPBI, TPEH3eIb, CEPOTIINHIHAS KpyKallbHasl KepaMuka u pakoBuHbl Cypraea. Hanmuue
3THX YETHIPEX KYJIBTYPHBIX TPYII IMO3BOJISIOT TIO-HOBOMY B3TJITHYTh Ha MPOOJIEMBI TIEPE)KUBAHUS
JPEBHOCTH NMPeICKU(CKOro Meproaa, a Tak’kKe, BOIPOCHI, CBA3aHHbIE C TAKHA3bIBAEMBIMIOPU30HTOM
«Gydngyds— Miskolc Didsgydr Artand» KOTOPEI# COCTOUT U3 IPEIMETOB raIbIITATCKOr0 0OINKA 1
paHHUX Benleil KynbTypsl Bekep3yr B koHiie VII B. 10 H. 3. DTOT rOpU30HT NPUHAIIICKHUT K OOJIBIION
CHCTEME PETHOHAJIBHBIX CBS3EH, 32 KOTOPHIMHU CKPBIBAIOTCS TIEPEMEILICHHSI TPEICTABUTENEH YTUTHON
BOMHCKOM KYJIbTYPBHI.

KarwueBble ciaoBa: panneckudcekuil, ['anpmratrckuid tum, IIpenckudcekuii, bacapad, koHCKHe y3.bI,
rOHYapHas KepaMuKa, cicTeMa KOHTaKToB, BeHrpus

The article presents the scythian age cemetery from Eger-Nagy Eged, North Hungary. On the
territory of the burial ground were found 61 grave and other different sporadic finds. On the basis of
thesematerials it is possible to identify four cultural groups, which are characterized by: 1 - ceramic with
Late Bronze - Early Iron Age traditions; 2 - ceramics under the influence of Basarab-culture; 3 - Hallstatt
pottery, weapons and ornaments; 4 - several aspects of Scythian period, like iron axes, snaffle,
wheelturned pottery and Cypraea shells. The presence of these four cultural groups allows for a fresh
look at the problem of the researching of the early scythian age. As well as, issues related to the horizon
socalled "Gyongyds-Miskolc-Diosgyér-Artand”, which consists of the articles of Hallstattian type and
founds of the Vekerzug-culture, datedto the end of the 7th ¢. BC. This horizon belongs to a large system
of local and regional relations, behind which can be supposed the representativemilitary characters of the
early iron age elite. Keywords: Early Scythian, Hallstattian type, Prescythian, Basarab, horse trappings,
wheelturned ceramic, relation system, Hungary Cozaep:xanue:

At the beginning of the 21th century, the interest in the research of the early and middle iron age
in Hungary (7-5th c. BC) has increased a lot. This phenomenon reveals itself especially in the process of
materials of earlier, in the 1970s and 1980s excavated cemeteries like that of Nagy Eged at Eger. The
rescue excavation of this cemetery passed in 1974 under the direction of Fodor L. muzeologist, in which
61 graves, many sporadic objects and some pits of an early iron age settlement were found [1, p. 71 —
79].

On the basis of all types of burials and objects, the cemetery can be divided into four territories: 1,
The western — south-western territory, where the number of graves with stonepackages passed the rate
of 50 percent. 2, Line of urn graves which are presented in U-form from the Grave 60. to Grave 49. 3,
Inhumation graves next to the line of urn graves. 4, A wide place to east from the line of the urn graves
and the inhumation graves 5, Some inhumation graves located on the north-eastern territory of the

ggmg;grv.
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Fig. 1 — Map of the cemetery
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On the western border of cemetery, two graves were found. A female skeleton in extended position
lied in the Grave 1. and a very slightly contracted female skeleton lied on her left side in the Grave 2.
Burials with extended skeletons were introduced in the scythian age, their number is smaller than that of
contracted skeletons, althought the number of rites of the prescythian age burials show the opposite [2,
p. 101-102; 3, p. 45.]. Some fragments of sporadic early iron age storage vessel, copper plate and
grindstone were taken into the Grave 1. and a fragment of iron bracelet and iron pin with lob head were
placed in the Grave 2. Only a shank of sheep was in the Grave 48. The placement of grindstone into
grave is a tendency from the prescythian age in the graves with female extended skeletons. The stones
were generally taken next to the shank or under the pelvis, sometimes to right side of the skeleton. In our
cases the narrow place of grindstone from the Grave 1. is unknown. This tradition is survived in the
scythian age, too [4, p. 145-146; 3, p. 44.]. The placement of meat into the grave is also a tradition
connected to the Mezdcesat-culture, these phenomens can be often observed in the graves of both gender,
with (Grave 6. at Arokté-Dong6halom) or without vessels (Tiszakeszi-Sz6dadomb) [5, p. 95.].

The number of burials with stonepackages was dominant on the western — south-western part of
the cemetery. Near to the place of some prescythian realias, stonepackages covered the Grave 1. and 2.
As opposed to the graves at Nagy Eged, the stonepackages were not employed in the prescythian graves
of Heves and Borsod county, rather in the early scythian age cemeteries, like at Alsotelekes-Dolinka
domb. Here, the stonepackages appeared at the end of the western part of the cemetery, in the cremation
burials by strewing ashes, which is dated by weapon types to the end of 7th ¢. BC [6, p. 102.]. In the row
of trenches V-VIII1., some symbolical stonepackages were situated. This element of rite can be checked
in the inhumation and urn burials, but its number gradually decreased to eastern territories of the

cemetery. In the case of inhumation, especially the female contracted skeletons about 35-50 years 1et
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stonepackages. Their grave goods consist of fragment of vessels preserved local late bronze age-early
iron age traditions.

The Grave 13. and 19. with stonepackages were situated on the southern edge of the cemetery,
where the iron axe and iron rivet snaffle of Grave 19. and the iron weapons of the Grave 13. can be
related to the scythian age. The earliest appearence of iron rivet snaffle of VVekerzug-type can be dated
according to Kemenczei T. to the first half of 6th c. BC [7,p. 56-58.]. Recently the research dates them
earlier in time, to the turn of 7-6th c. BC [8, p. 273; 9, p. 178.]. Two sporadic iron willow-leaf shaped
spearheads without rib were present by the urn Grave 13, whose nearest analogies are known from the
cemeteries of Hallstatt-culture in the 7-6th c. BC [10, p. 127-161.].

Fig. 2: Iron rivet snaffle from the Grave 19.

Grave 19.

Toward these urn graves, three cremation burials with strewing ashes were excavated, the Grave
35-36. with stonepackages and the Grave 51. was without it. In the first two graves, some fragments of
ceramics related with an early iron age settlement came to the surface. A wheel-turned mug was placed
into the Grave 51. Recently, the lower chronological border of the grey wheel-turned pottery is dated to
the second half of 7th-the beginning of 6th c. BC according to the results of chemical and technological
analizes of these ceramics from the middle Dniestr [11, p. 104-105; 12, p. 32-50.]. This way, the earliest
wheel-turned ceramics could appear in the Carpathian Basin, like in the cemetery at Alsételekes-Dolinka
domb, at the end of the 7th c. BC [6, p. 130-131.].

Fig. 3: Wheel-turned ceramic from the Grave 51.

Grave 51.

Beside the cremation burials with strewing ashes, the Grave 47 of child were found with some
fragment of Cypraea-cowries referring to eastern relations. These cowries were transferred here from the
country of the Caucasus, by the scythian age population of the forest steppe zone at the end of the 7th c.
BC [13, p. 64-69.]. A bronze bracelet decorated with snakeheads dated to the beginning of 6th c. BC.
was taken in the inhumation Grave 5. Its earlier forms show, similary to the Cypreae-cowries, relationship
with the Koban-culture [14; 15, p. 214-217.].
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From the row of trenches V, trench 8. to the row of trenches XI, trench 4, the line of the urn graves
is observed. The small part of their grave goods consist of the local types of vessels and scythian age
axes, the other part of them from spearheads, bracelets and ceramics, cups of East Hallstatt-culture.
Wheelturned vessels did not turn up from neither graves. The analogies of cups with horned handles [Fig.
4.] can be found in the cemeteries of southeastern-Alpine territories from the middle of the 7th c. BC and
in the cemeteries of West-Transdanubia and Great Hungarian Plain between the end of 7th-beginning of
6th c. BC [16, p. 154-159.]. A cup with tucked handle, with rundle body and decorated with smoothed
ornaments came from the urn Grave 42. Széraz Cs. —who had collected the types of Basarabi-like vessels
in Hungary — thinks, these vessels could arrived to the downhills of Northern Central Mountains about
in the 8-7th c. BC [17, p. 206-210.]. However this cup could not take into the grave earlier than the
middle of the 7th c. BC, which is prooved by the presence of iron spearhead lied near that.

Fig. 4: handmade cups with horned handle

Grave 50.

Grave 45. sparse near the Grave 42.

The burials were suddenly broken off from the row of trenches IX trench 6 7 to the row of trenches
XI11. The burials were suddenly broken off from the row of trenches IX trench 6-7. to the row of trenches
XII trench 11, here just some sporadic finds were found, like iron knives and an early iron age vessel
with imitated cannelures. Hallstattian-type weapons and objects, in absence of precious documentation,
were not concerned on this territory, but there are sporadic weapons, whose presence is very important
for placing the cemetery in time. It should be mentioned, that here a lot of potential graves could be
destroyed by systematic earthworks because in many cases the depth of graves was not so big enough.

It is divided into four chronological groups in the cemetery: 1, late bronze age-early iron age local
ceramical traditions. 2, early iron age horizon with a mug of Basarabi-like and the prescythian
characteristics. 3, Types of weapons, jewelleries and vessels of Hallstatt-culture. 4, Iron spontoons, iron
rivet snaffle, wheel-turned ceramics, Cypraeae-cowries and bronze bracelet decorated with snakeheads
connecting with the Vekerzug-culture.

The beginning and final period of the cemetery, therefore broadly, can be outlined by means of few
prescythian remains and the scythian age finds. Overall the problems of relationship between the
prescyhian and scythian age cultures became obvious, and their relations with the East Hallstatt-culture.

Recently, the middle european research calls HaB2/B3-C1 period as prescythian age, this is about
9ththe beginning of 7th c. BC, the influences of which can be detected vaguely in this cemetery. The
determination of the constant preservation of traditions of Mezd6csat-culture, as in the case of the other
similar cemeteries, here too is very problematic. The reason of this partly is, that 10 skeleton about 38
inhumations were destroyed by ploughing, that is why the fragmentary number of graves with skeletons
is not adequate to draw concret consequences. Furthermore, the state and process of the prescythian age
burials (146 prescythian age burials in front of more than 2500 scythian age burials) and the metalfinds
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related to this period is so less, that their precise dating is impossible. In correspondence with this fact
and the presence of Basarabian mug and the appearance of hallstattian traits, the establishment of the
cemetery can not be taken earlier than the 1st half-middle of the 7th c. BC [comp. with: 18, p.183.].

<

Fig. 5: bronze bracelets

Grave 28.

From some urn graves, the characteristics especially of East Hallstatt-culture can be taken into
consideration, like spearheads, bracelets from the Grave 28, trapezoid saggings and cups with horn
handles. Their nearest analogies can be searched between the materials of tumulus in Transdanubia, like
those of the 1st tumulus at Somlévasarhely and the 2nd tumulus at Vaskeresztes [19, p. 119-131; 20, p.
72-90.] and from the eastern — southeastern-Alpine cemeteries [10, p. 127-161.]. In the 1960s, Parducz
M, lately I. V. Bruyako supposed, that the influences of the East Hallstatt-culture can be detected almost
from the second half of 7th c. BC on the Great Hungarian Plain in the horizon so-called ,,Gyongyos —
Miskolc-Diosgyér — Artand” [21, p. 37-54; 22, p. 189-217; 9, p. 181; 8, p. 273.]. The finds of this horizon
contains the main types of hallstattian objects of HaC period and the earliest tipical elements of
Vekerzug-culture, as a result of which the lower chronological border of early scythian age in Hungary
is placed to the end of 7th c., to the turn of 7-6th c. BC. [23, p. 432; 24, p. 514-515; 25, p. 29-30; 8, p.
270273.]

Keeping these in mind, it could be fruitful to analize the hallstattian objects of other early scythian
age cemeteries, like the cups with horned handles of Graves 316. and 345. at Tapioszele [26, p. 51-69.]
or the fragment of ,,spotted” bracelet of Grave 2. at Sajoszentpéter [27,p. 133.]. The analogies of these
objects are carried outside the Carpathians, to West-Podolia, where fragments of ,,spotted” bracelets are
known, dated to the end of 7th-at the beginning of 6th c. BC [28, puc. 2,4; 29, puc. 6,4].

The separation of periphery and the real territory of East Hallstatt-culture always challenges the
researchers. Foremost P. Reinecke had talk about the relationship of the scythian and Hallstatt-cultures
at the end of 19th c. [30, p. 1-10.]. The relationship of the hallstattian objects of ukrainian forest steppe,
the Carpathian Basin and these of hallstattian sites of East-Austria were became evident since the spring
of finds at Gyongyos (Heves county, North-Hungary) [21, p. 37-54.]. After the excavation of Marton L.,
firstly A. Spitsin tried to outline the terminology of Hallstatt-culture with the help of ceramics with
graphitic polished surface. He divided the vessels into two groups: the ceramics with polished surfaces
and decorated with concentric circles constitued the first group, the second group was simply called ,,a
la Hallstatt” or hallstattoid, referring to the imitations of worth quality of the vessels. He found the
analogies of hallstattian vessels of forest steppe between those of Carpathian Basin and eastern-Alpine
territories of HaB3-C period. By his realization, the Hallstatt can be determined as a cultural terminology
whose characteristics dispersed in an added time on big territory and can be originated from one source
[31, p. 155-168.].

Against the opinion of romanian and russian researchers [32, p. 151-170; 33, p. 33-37.], the
hungarian and western-european archeologists do not so definitely consider Transdanubia and the
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territories situated to east from the Danube, part of East Hallstatt-culture. The materials of transdanubian
tumuli, like these of the Great Plain, or as in the burials of East-Austria and Slovenia, are members of
based on the local traditionnal late bronze age findgroups. Their formal varieties differ in the
northwestern and eastern tumuli, as in the case of founds from eastern territories [19, p. 131; 34, p. 105-
136]. That is why the chronological determinations of transdanubian tumuli and of the materials of the
Great Plain, too, are very complicated. The first biggest fail is, that their datings went back to the
chronology of south-german, eastern-alpine and slovenian materials of Hallstatt-culture, whose
compositions and states of finds are also partly based on the yonder local traditionnal findgroups. On the
other hand, according to interpretation of Figler A., the Hallstattian-type objects forms a very slim layer,
which looks like similar, but in fact, they are variants by regions. Therefore, this factor complicates, too,
the perfect dating [35, p. 2628.].

Fig. 6: place of the cemetery in the relation system so called horizon ,,Gyongyos—Miskolc-
Di6sgy6ér—Artand” in the Carpathian Basin
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Recently, E. Teleaga analyzed the late Hallstatt-period sites of southeastern-Alpines territories,
NorthHungarian Great Plain and the territories without the Carpathians [Fig.6.]. It was conspicuous, that
the most part of sites are located next to important strategical places [9, p. 181.], along commercial roads
or near stations of iron ore. In this time, the iron became easily accesible, whose exploitation does not
pretend attached so complex relation systems as in the case of bronze. At the same time, a warrior stratum
appeared, whose weapons were considered significant status objects, nevertheless the mass production
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of iron objects is likely to have began only from the HaD/LTA period (from the end of 6th— beginning
of 5th c. BC) by the recent archeometrical researches. Therefore, it is impossible to think about pregnant
siderurgial activity on the northeastern territories of Hungary from the less dates of Ha C period [37, p.
54-104.]. The castellated settlement at Velem, which is situated among the east-west directioned
commercial roads and the Amber road as significant commercial, metallurgical, redistributive and
technological centre [38, p. 296-299.] or the materials of ,,Gyongyds — Miskolc-Didsgydr — Artand”
horizon or rather the settlements along the middle Dniester, there are situated on very important
strategical points. According to these territories, we can talk about the local and regional relations of the
armed elite. This warrior stratum can be also identified in the early scythian age and late Hallstatt-period
urn burials of the cemetery at Nagy Eged.

In the future, accounts of similar unexcavated or unpublished sites, like the tumulus at Regdly
[39,p. 291297.] or the settlements in north Hungary [40.] could help to understand the local and regional
relation systems of the armed elit and can drive to new direction in the research of hungarian early and
middle iron age.
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