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EVALUATION OF THE COLONIAL PERIOD IN THE WORKS OF THE KAZAKH
INTELLIGENTSIA OF EARLY XX CENTURY

Abdildabekova A.M.

candidate of Historical Sciences, assistant professor of al-Farabi Kazakh National university
E-mail: abdiaigul@mail.ru

Abstract. Kazakh national intelligentsia in the face A.Bukeyhanova, M.Dulatov, Baytursunova A., M.
Shokai, Sh.Kudayberdieva showed that under the rule of tsarist, the representatives of our people showed
national consciousness and expressed disagreement with the policies of the Russian government, and
quite different from the Russian researchers evaluated the accession of Kazakhstan to Russia. The authors
decried the negative effects of reforms carried out by the tsarist government and tried to pay attention to
the unjust oppression of the Kazakh people. By its actions, the Kazakh intelligentsia called sons of Alash
to fight against the king and strengthened among the Kazakhs protest to the authorities. In the works of
Kazakh intellectuals of the early twentieth century marked a critical approach to assessing the merger, it
emphasizes compulsion to appeal to the Russian Kazakhs, serious consequences of colonial policy. The
return of the creative heritage of the Kazakh intelligentsia, reflected in the conceptual views of modern
Russian historians.

Keywords: autonomy, achievement, intelligence, colonization, protest

XX FACBIP BACBIHIAT'BI KA3AK 3USJIbI KAYBIMBIHBIH EHBEKTEPIHIAE OTAPJIBIK
KE3EH/I BATAJIAY

OJ0xinaadexkosa A.M.
TapuX FBUIBIMBIHBIH KaHIUAATHI, o-Dapadbu ateiHaarsl Kazak ¥JITTHIK YHUBEPCUTETIHIH JOIICHTI

Angarna. Kazak susuisuibiapel O.H.bekeitxanos, M.JlynatoB, A.baittypceiHoB, M.Ilokail »xoHe
I KynaiOepaiyiisl UMIIEPUSIIBIK CasCaTThIH Ka3aK XaJKblHA KOPCETKEH O30BIPBIH alllblK aWbIITabI.
Kazak xepinin Peceii WMNepwsCBIHBIH KypamMblHa €HYiHE KATBICTBI VJITTBIK TYPFbIIA OpPBIC
3epTTeylIiepine Kaparanaa MysjaeM Oackarmra 6ara Oepzil. Kazak 3usuibuiblIapbl €3 Ke3KapacTapbIHaa
nmaTimainblK Peceliain Ka3ak XajaKblHa KaTBICTHI JKacaraH KbICHIMBIHBIH OUIETCI3AINIH ChIHFA aaabl. Alall
JKYPTBIH alllbIK OChI cascaTKa KapcChl alllblK Kypecke IakbIpabl. HoTmkeciHae Kaszak majgachIHaa
Peceitnik oTapnay cascaThlHa Kapchl KosfanbicTap Oactanapl. XX Facelp OachbIHAAFbl Ka3ak
3USUIBLIAPBIHBIH €HOEKTEpiHAe CONl Tapuxu Ke3deHae PeceiiniH KON acThiHAa KIPYiHIH CalJapblH allblK
xa3apl. OTapray cascaThbIHBIH YWITTBIK MY/JETe SCEPiH Tajjay apKbUIbl KaHa XKOJIJapbl 13/IETeH Ka3zak
3USUTBI OKUIZCPIHIH Ke3KapacTapbl OYriHIE ©3 MaHBI3bIH JKOFAITKAH JXKOK. Kazak 3usuIbLIBLIaphIHBIH
KaJABIpFaH Mypayapbl Ka3ipri OTaHIBIK TapUXUIbUIAPIBIH 3€PTTEYAEPIHIC OCBHI MOCENIHI KaH-KAKThI
TaJaybIHAAFbl BIKIAIbl Opacad. ABTOp MaKanaJa OChl 3UsUIbI KaybIM OKUIJIEPIHIH €HOCKTEepiH Kyheni
3epTTey apKblIbl OChl MOCENIEHIH TallaCThl TYCTApPbIHA TANIAy KACAMUIBI.

Tyiiin ce3aep: aBTOHOMUS, XKaynan any, UHTEJUTUTCHIINS, KOJIOHU3aIUs, KapChl TYPY
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OIIEHKA KOJIOHUAJIbHOT'O MTEPHOJIA B TPYJIAX KA3AXCKOM MHTEJLJIMT EHITUA
HAYAJIA XX BEKA

o0ainaaoexoBa A.M.

KaHIUJIaT UICTOPUUECKHUX HayK, AoueHT Kazaxckoro HanmoHanbHOTO yHUBEpCUTETa UMEHU allb-Dapadbu
E-mail: abdiaigul@mail.ru

Annoranus. Kazaxckas HaimoHasibHas MHTEIUTMTeHIUs B nuue A.bykeiixanoBa, M.[lynatoBa, A.
baiitypcynoBa, M. Illokaii, II.KynaiibepnueBa mokasana, 4To W YCIOBHUSX TOCHOJCTBA Lapus3Ma,
MIPEICTaBUTENN HAIIEro HapoJa MpOsBISUIM HallMOHAJIILHOE CAMOCO3HAaHME W BbIpaXkalld HECOIJIacue ¢
MOJIMTHKON POCCUIICKOTO MPABUTEIHCTBA M COBEPIIICHHO HHAYE OT PYCCKHUX UCCIIEIOBATENEH OI[CHUBAIIN
npucoenuHenne Kaszaxcrana k Poccun. ABTOpBI OTKPBITO OCYKIQJTH HETaTUBHBIC TOCIEICTBHS,
MIPOBOJIUMBIX ITApU3MOM pedopM M cTapaiich OOpaTHUTh BHUMAaHNE HA HECTIPABE/IMBBIC IPUTECHEHUS
Kazaxckoro Hapoja. CBOMMH JEHCTBHSIMH Ka3axcKas WHTEJUIMTEHIMS MPHU3bIBala ChIHOB AJjama K
O0opp0e TpOTHB Taps M CpeIyd Ka3axoB YCWIMJICA MPOTECT K BiacThd. B paboTax ka3zaxckoi
WHTCIUIMTEHIIMN Hadanma XX BeKa 0003HAaYeH KPUTHUYECKHH TOAXOJ K OIEHKE NPUCOCIHHEHUS,
MOTYEPKUBACTCS  BHIHY)KICHHOCTH OOpamieHHs Ka3axoB K Poccum, TspKenblie TOCTEICTBHS
KOJIOHMAJTbHON TOJMTUKA. Bo3BpamieHHe TBOPYECKOTO HACHEeIUsl Ka3axCKOW WHTEJUTUTCHITHH,
OTPa3WIIOCh HA KOHIENTYaIbHBIX BO33PEHHIX COBPEMEHHBIX OT€YECTBEHHBIX HCTOPHKOB.

KiueBble cjioBa: aBTOHOMUSI, 3aBOEBaHIE, HHTEIUTUTSHITHS, KOJIOHU3AIIUS, IIPOTECT

In late X1X and early XX centuries emerged a cohort of talented Kazakhs (A. Bukeikhanov, A.
Baityrsunov, M. Dulatov, M.Shokai, S. Kudaiberdiev, etc.) that declared their disagreement with the
tsarist colonial policy and expressed their readiness to fight for the preservation of the country’s
sovereignty. They came with the first wave of the Russian democracy and developed their ideas being
the center of the political processes. They witnessed greater massive pressure on Kazakhstan exerted by
the metropolis, rather the state of Central Asia, the national intelligentsia viewed its mission first of all
in keeping the originality of the Kazakh people. The autocratic regime interested in creating subjugated
servicemen out of the locals to delegate them part of the administration employed the Russification policy
for the native population, but confronted some problems. Group of thinkers grew out of the Kazakhs
eager to dedicate their intellectual potential to protect the national dignity. It should be noted that Kazakhs
deeply respected their traditions and cultural values, and their attitude to the fatherland Russian perceived
as some kind of nationalism subject to complete eradication.

The totalitarian regime in the soviet times ignored intentionally the works of the Kazakh
intelligentsia as not corresponding the political situation. With the independence period their creative
works were got into scientific circulation. Growing protest against the Russian colonial policy in the
national remote areas was given in the works of A.Bukeikhanov. Most of his works are scholarly
researches of encyclopedic character, monographs, written in Russian. Major works deal with the Kazakh
people history, economic life, culture, specifics of daily life and household arrangements, ethnographic
problems, and Kazakh lands’ colonization history. These works contain great material including facts,
statistical data, tables, and geographical information, and extracts from the sources he employed. Among
them a special place is taken by the research «Historical fates of the Kyrgyz kray and its cultural
successes» (issued in 1903), where he from all sides considered the history of Kazakh lands and gave
assessment of the Russian colonization. The work did not speculate with the historical facts to please the
political situation. The author emphasized forced appeal of the Minor and Middle Hordes sultans to
Russian to pledge for the protection, naming the Jungar invasions as the major reason and unstable power

of the rulers: «Having recognized the power from the Russian government, Kyrgyzes did not comjli
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with that situation at once, and attempted several time to restore independence, but failed» [1, p.49.].
Considering the peasant migration policy of the Russian government, Bukeikhanov shows much more
advantageous situation in the economics of the Russian migrants’ households obvious from the data on
their land plots assigned to each family. Limitation of living conditions, taxation for the use of their
native lands undermined the major basics of Kazakhs’ development. Along with that the colonizers
eradicated the spiritual fundamentals of the population. The researcher gave numerous samples of
measures taken by the Russian authorities to convert Kazakhs into Christianity that led to the situation
when they scared practicing Islam due to the persecution of the colonial authorities.

A.Bukeikhanov referred to document known in the historical literature as «Karkaralinskaya
petition» singed 14 500 persons. The document pointed that «voluntary» joining of Kazakhstan to the
Russian empire in fact meant only foreign protection, and was signed an agreement on non-interference
into the domestic affairs. But according to the laws taken by the Russian government, native lands of
Kazakhs were seized into the state property, and the Russians were given better lands taken from the
Kazakhs who were evicted by force. The author correctly expressed his disagreement with the unfair
solution to the land issue; and if originally he wrote that the state’s approach was «careful» but then the
interests of the native population were ignored and in the rude way defied. We consider that criticizing
the «civilizational mission» of the Russian officials, A. Bukeikhanov correctly noted: «Having conquered
the kray, the Russians could not shift to the cultural activities because the original conquest was initiated
exclusively for enrichment, and the first conquerors were not prepared to the cultural role» [1, p.62], and
the public education cause was initiated much later.

Thus, A.Bukeikhanov made very important conclusions. He as a representative of Kazakh
intelligentsia analyzed the Russian colonial policy consequences from the viewpoint of their benefits for
the Kazakh people. The researcher noted that the Kazakh rulers appealed to Russian empire explicitly
for the external protection, but due to the laws adopted by the tsarist government gradually the Kazakh
lands were conquered.

Similar positions were held by Shakarim who did not write a special work on that historical period,
but when he referred to other problems in Kazakh life, he expressed his negative attitude to the tsarist
policy, and employed the term «conquest» when told about the policy of the empire towards the Great
Horde.

Prominent public figure, writer Saken Seifullin in 1920 in the article «On Kazakh intelligentsia»
wrote: «Among the enlightened Kazakhs since 1905 were spread revolutionary ideas, voiced calls to
national equality and freedom. The awakening Kazakh intelligentsia at that time was inspired by
Bukeikhanov, Dulatov, Baitursunov» [2].

M. Dulatov and A.Baitursunov wrote and proliferated proclamations calling the sons of Alash to
fight against the tsar, and discontent increased among the Kazakhs by the tsarist regime. It was connected
with the situation when in early XX century were surfaced all defects of the colonial policy. M. Dulatov
wrote irate articles that being defeated in the Russo-Japanese war, tsarism intensified the pressure on
Kazakh people, evicts them from their native lands and gives their territories to migrating peasants. In
1907 in the newspaper «Serke» was published a small by size but deep and actual in content an article of
M.Dulatov «Out objective» where he openly tells about the dependence of the Kazakh people from
Russia, that Kazakhs are under colonial yoke being persecuted for their traditions and rites, and Islamic
faith. Intensification of the Russification policy, forced withdrawal of fertile lands and turning them into
the property of Russian officials and migrants caused fair protest of the native population. That article
produced a strong effect, as on the growth of the liberation movement and on the autocracy that was
seeking how to save its dominance, that was proven by the confiscation of all the circulation and closure
of the newspaper after that article had been published [3]. The collection of poems of M.Dulatov «Osu
kazak!» (Awaken, Kazakh!), issued in 1909 served as a political manifesto of Kazakh struggle for
freedom, the topicality and content of the book revealed the attitude of the author to the Kazakhstan’s
status in the empire and colonial policy of tsarism. The significance of the collection was highly valu
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by the contemporaries, and further generations of Kazakhs.

On the 2 of February 1913 in Orenburg was released the first issue of the newspaper «Kazakh»,
and its chief editor was A.Baitursunov, the second editor — M.Dulatov and the editorial board consultant
was A.Bukeikhanov. That newspaper raised the national spirit of Kazakhs living on the vast territory
from the Caspian to China, and excited their self-consciousness and developed culture. Thus, the
historical though of Kazakhstan in the first quarter of the XX century is based on the works of the best
representatives of the Kazakh intelligentsia. The creative legacy of the authors demonstrates wide world
outlook and different approach to the evaluation of the tsarism’s activities. Their works were written in
the times all the deficiencies and consequences of the Kazakh lands’ colonization surfaced. The
important fact is that the representatives of the native populations made those conclusions and they had
no need to hide or falsify the facts.

The evaluation of the Kazakhstan’s joining the Russian empire was reflected in the works of
professor K. Dosmukhamedov, who researched the movement of Issatai Taimanov and Makhambet
Utemisov [4]. The nature of the predatory policy of Russia, in his opinion, was in the desire to exploit
Kazakhstan as a bridgehead for expansion into Asia. The author viewed that adoption of the Russian
protection by the Kazakh Juzes was a result of the collusion between tsarism and the followers of
Abulkhair khan, and the author employed the term «subjugation». «The final subjugation» of Kazakh
lands by Russia became the reason for the loss in the national-liberation war of Kazakhs in late XVIII —
first half of the XIX centuries.

Considerable in content and depth was the work of T.Shonanuly «Zher tagdury/The fate of the
land» written in 1923. The author employed a wide range of sources as statistical data, archival
documents, legal acts of the Russian empire and etc. to make a scholarly objective research. In opinion
of Shonanuly, with the adoption of the Russian protection the history of Kazakh lands ends and begins
the history of a colony. In his work the author in detail investigates the colonial land policy of tsarism
pointing that one of the major reasons of the Russian peasants migration was land shortage problem in
Russia itself. The Russian government provided the best Kazakh lands to the migrants and did not limit
their sizes that eventually led to the discontent of the local population. That policy of the government
resulted in huge waves of migrations to Kazakhstan [5].

The problem of Kazakhstan’s joining the Russian empire was studied by T.Ryskylov [6, p.37]. He
connected that first of all with the external environment of Kazakhstan that was seen in pressure of
Jungars from the east, of Kokand, Bukhara and Khiva from the south, from the west Nogays and Volga
Kalmyks. T.Ryskylov points strengthening of the Russian expansion along the line Ural and Irtysh rivers
after conquest of the Kazan and Astrakhan khanates by Russia in XV1 century, and subjugation of Siberia.
The author distinguishes two directions of the tsarist colonial policy: from late XVI century — Qazak
colonization, and from mid XIX century — peasants, emphasizing that on the way of its expansion the
Russian authorities immediately erected fortifications and settled them with the Qazaks and migrant
peasants. Kazakhs were ousted to barren regions, and the relations between them grew more and more
hostile. «After 1899 the ethnic conflicts between Kazakhs and Russians became the chief characteristic
of the steppe life» [7,p.172].

M. Shiokai — historical figure whose name for a long time was tabooed. He viewed the Central
Asia and Kazakhstan as indivisible territory of the Muslim peoples of Turkestan and put forward the idea
to create «Kokand autonomy». In his researches he analyzed the Bolshevik policy in Turkestan, and
assessed it was the continuation of the tsarist colonial policy. In the preface to the French edition of the
work «Turkestan under the power of the Soviets» is made a remark: «Turkestan still can be viewed as a
colony where the Bolshevik administration goes no far than the tsarist one in roughness and cynicism of
the administrative methods» [8, p.319]. It is also stressed that the author belongs to the moist culturally
endowed and educated persons of his country. A special place in his numerous publications M.Shokai
dedicates to the assessment of the tsarist national policy in Kazakhstan, Russification problem, and

defends the idea of Turkic peoples unity.
.
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In the works of the representatives of national intelligentsia the entry of Kazakh lands into the
Russian empire is presented from the viewpoint of the native population that experienced all the
hardships of the colonial policy of tsarism. Much attention was paid to the land and migration policy
consequences, its deficiencies and drawbacks when the interests of Kazakhs were not observed. The
topic of the national identity, culture and territory preservation became the mainstream in early XX
century and employment of the terms «conquest», «subjugation», «colonization» indicates to the concept
of'the Russia’s conquest of Kazakhstan.

In general, the historical researches reflecting the process of the Russian protection adoption by
Kazakh juzes in XVIII — XX centuries undertaken by the Russian officials and public writers are
characterized by low historiographic quality level. That level is defined by the selection and
accumulation of the materials, data, and facts on the topic under research. Therefore, the problem of
Kazakhstan’s joining the Russian empire was researched by the Russian authors to influence the public
consciousness to make them adopt the civilziational mission of Russia in Kazakhstan.
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